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| | Urging peace in the Horn

The Erit[eali-Emiopian confrontation has undetiined the need for comprehensive solutions to African problems. Gamal Nkrumah and Dina Ezzat assess the implicationé

A senior Eritrean envoy met with President
Hosni Mubarak yesterday to urge Egypt to step
in and wark for the peaceful resolution of the
Ertrean-Ethiopian conflict. o .

“We appeal to President Mubarak to belp
p_euseﬁl_lly resolve ‘the Ethiopian-Eritrean cri-

ShmifohandedMubamkamessagg&nmE:i-.

trean President Ysaias Afeworki, urging Egypt,

“ to play a role in solving the dispute.”
A-fgl;ym;ﬁ’s, political adviser, Abdallah Mah-
mndJabn-.whowas_ t at the meeting,

in the Hom of Africa but in the entire contment.
For strategic, political and economic reasons,
Cairo has worked hard to strengthen its ties with
African stales, a pattern unlikely to change. It
-fpmmasmgﬁgypuau' presence in all Af-
. rican foruws, recurring visits to African coun-
wies, close consultations with officials, dedicated
efforts 1o settling inter-Afiican disputes and a

. closer involvement in the African economy.

'I‘his_week. while in.Ouagadougou for the 34th
summit of the Organisation African Unity

. (QAU), Foreign Minister Amr Monssa re-
affirmed

Cairo’s policy, which places emphasis

One obstacle is political fricion with Sodan
due to the sometimes hostile policies of the Is-
lamist regime in Khartoum. There are also “sen-
sitivities™ with Ethiopia, an important up-stream
Nile comtry. Cairo and Addis Ababa have failed
to agree on the division of water resources as
well as polilical mediastion to settle conflicts in
the Hom of Africa.

Despite differences with Khartoom, officials in
Cairo are not giving op on relations with Sudan.
The some applies 1o the Litoral states of the Nile
Basin. Officials believe that, with mnmal good
will. existing problems can be contained.

role in the continent in a more comprehensive
manner, and in close coordination with the QAU
and other regional bodies.

The US attitude to the Eritrean-Ethiopian con-
flict may be a case in point. Resolving the con-
flict is a paramount importance for Washington.
These two countries, along with Uganda, are the
comerstones of America’s association of African

A key development was an Ethiopian an-
nouncement on Monday that Eritrea faced “full-
scale war” umless it 2 OAU backed

peace plan proposed by the US and Rwanda.

of the Ethiopian administration. Not surpris-
ingly, the Emtreans have been reluctant to go
along with the proposal. But Ethiopian Prime
hﬁrg‘terfﬁ!?Zenawi accepted wha:hefﬁ-
scribed as compromise proposal” put for-
ward by the US and Rwanda.

Rice, a protégée of US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, has explicidy stated that
ter mair objective is a policy of containment of
the Sudanese National Islamic Froot govern-
ment.

Eritrea, Etbiopia and Uganda are the three
main instruments of Albright's Sudan contain-

said Mubarak assurances that he on African smbility, secority and economic i i i

. ! = A 4 88 coop- But developments in relations berween lsrael US Assistant Secretary of State Susan Rice cut  ment policy. .
“would play aa'gld";h‘;nd_fhe explosive war be-  eration. In the E view, these are find- and a number of Hom of Afiica counmies are  short her visit to Ouagadougou, where she was  The Sndanese nmbrella opposition group, the
tween Exitrea opia and spare the Hom  mental if Africa’s states, many of which suf- alanming. In fact, the list of Afvican countries, in-  atiending the OAU summit as an observer. to  National Democratic Alliance (NDA), is based

of Africa the consequences of this dispute.”
His visit came as Ethiopia accosed Eritrea of
launching a fresh attack yesterday along theic
border A iment  spokesman in  Addis
fighting broke out anew near Shi-
raro and Badme, 300km west of Mekale, hit by
Eritrean warplapés last week.
-'Egyptismd'aboutmbility.notonly

fer from ethnic rivairies md economic hardship,
are to achieve prosperity.

Cairo is set on expanding its political and ec- -

onomic :elaube ions g Aﬁ;:c:.fButm th.isEmay not
prove to be easy, ite act that i

African relations have been espmaum
since the 1950s and "60s, when Cairo provided
support to African liberation movements.

cinding some Nile Basin littoral states, that have
close relations with Israel is growing longer.
Some obvious examples are Democratic Congo,
Kenya, Céte d*Ivoire and Sorth Africa.

Bgypt is also concerned about the implications
of new patterns of Westem intervention in the
continent. Cairo, according to diplomatic soarc-
es, would like Western powers to define their

shuttle between the capitals of the two warring
Hom of Africa countries. She returned to Wash-
ington for coagaltations and is due back in the re-
gion next week.

The main feamre of the fowr-poimt US-
Rwandan peace proposal is Eritrea’s retreat from
the Badme area, under Eritrean control since 12
May, to its 1994 bonders, and the reinstarernent

- nem

in Eritrea Afeworki. who spent over 20 years in
Sudan as a political exile, is familiar with the
dynamics of domestic Sudanese politics. Eritrea,
therefore, is an essential component of Alb-
right's strategy.

But Ethiopia, too. is of critical importance. It
has 58 million people and the region’s largest,
strongest and best-equipped army.
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United colours

TUESDAY moming, Paris. Pablo, a2 20 metre-high Native Amer-
ican is asleep at the base of the Arc de Triomphe. Moussa, cbvi-
ously intended to represent Affica, is a little more awake. Ho is on
the Pont Neuf while Romeo is lounging on the steps of the Opera

Garnier.

At 6pm the four 20 metre-high giants — red, black, yellow and
white — embarked on 2 tour of discovery of the City of Light. And
along the way. cheered on by the crowds, the giants staged many a
tablean. Nashwa Abdel-Tawab followed in their steps as they
were joined by thousands of athletes, acrobats, performers on stilts,
dancers, mime artists, trampolinists and, for some reason, moun-
tain climbers.

By 9.30pm they reached the Place de Concorde, site of the spec-
tacular finale, assembling in front of the obelisk which has been
temporarily disguised as the World Cop trophy. The XVth FIFA
‘World Cup was beginning.

Wednesday, 4.35pm, State de France. Paris continued with its
celebrations. A football, placed in the centre of the pitch by two re-
ferees, begins to move. Gigantic flowers, 16m in diameter, rise
from the pitch. Supporters drop from the air and as the excitement
zeaches fever pisch 3,000 balloons are released from the centre of a

: floating, ¢xploding football. Thirty. giant flags, represenning

WO
eﬁ:ﬂchedc:fd:enaﬁonsdlalhadquaﬁﬁedfordletomnzmemmun-
‘Whatever the outcome of this year’s World Cup, Paris seems de-
termined to enjoy itself as the entire city is transformed into a
theatrical backdrop for what is, arguably, the world's greatest
sporting towrnament.

The opening ceremony, designed by Yves Pepin and cheered
along by an 80,000 stwong crowd, was waitched by an estimated
two bitlion viewers worldwide, proof, should any be needed, of the
universal appeal of the sport.

And should a proposal made by the Egyptian delegation in Paris
to FIFA be accepted, Cairo might find itself hosting similar cel-
ebrations, for Egypt has suggested an historic ition be
staged berween all the winners in the history of the World Cup. A
World Cup winners® World Cup.

Meanwhile, kick off. And in the first match, between Brazil and
Scotland, Gamal El-Ghandour, Egypt's referee at the event, has
been selected as fourth referee. (photo:AFP) (see pp.18&19)
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On the eve of the 1898 World Cup Peter
Snowdon, in Paris, reflects on a com-
pefition where the biggest players are no
longer those who get a kick at the ball

Business
on the ball

state was prepadng to expel some than anyonme else to tum the beautifuf
80.000 un representatives of game into a pressure cooker of financial

M e L ST e T ”

$ 132mn issued and
paid-up capitat

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt

The obelisk of the Place de 1a Concorde
must wish it had pever lefi Luxor.

Adrift on a dark sea of petuiant Re-

.nauhs and indifferent Citroens, it re-
cently welcomed a host of nnfamiliar
visitors, a regiment of steeplejacks in-
tent on shinnying up an imprompto
scaffold to balance, on top of the an-
cient structure, nothing other than a gi-
gandc inflatable football.

The World Cup has come 1o France
— and don’t we all know it Close
friends, distant relatives, long forgotten
buosiness contacts, all suddenly discover
they can no longer afford a hotel room
and tam up on our doorstep at midnight
. to beg a corner of a sofa bed or a spare
manress. The Persian cultural centre by
the Canal St Martin has removed all the
kilims and zarba from its window, and
replaced them with T-shirts at FF120
S enouinglhcirirmot'thcli-amanfom—
d- | ball team. Every Irish pub, every Jap-
t.| anese restavrant, every Tumisian fea
8| ghop, assures us as we pass that they are
- :heonlyplme-invyhichmmm
B bligations, though, are
entirery. o DS,
not only to enjoy, but to be instructed. Tt

of the smaller republics i Group Six
‘While the country recefved the ap-

over G0 nations. many of whom may
have helped to build the St Denis sta-
dium, only to find themselves forced to
occopy chorches or declare hunger
strikes in order to stave off the threar of
deportation.

The varfons competitors are by now
safely ensconced in the more glamorous
suburbs, where they can be greeted by a
“positive” image of France. The Ja-
maican squard has been housed in a rath-
er elepant chatean, and TV news duly
showed bow the villagers, all of old
stock, “spoatancously” dressed mp as
Rastafarians in homage to their. guests
— and in the hope of persuading them
and their supporters to patronise the lo-
cal shops. . -

Meanwhile in 5t Denis, where the £i-
nals will be beld, the commimist mayor
isbrganisingaconﬁnuous__mrm;alnz
num thronghont the competition. St
nis is not a suburb. Few peo-
ple there haye the influence necessary to
obtain a ticket legally, or the money to
buy one on the black market, where
prices start at FF2,000 (LE1,000) for the
early rounds and FF15,000 {LE7.500)

friend, who teaches in a technical school

T “The camival is basically a safe-

nearby:
ty valve. Without it, there could be an

aspirations insists thatr “football is pow-
er.” It is also a global business which
now mms over approaching $300 bil-
lion & year. The World Cup in particolar
is a license to print mooey, and as such
is fercely fought over, not only by the
teams competing, bur by host nations
and multinational sponsors. Japan and
Korea between them spent upwards of
%100 million on their bids to host the
Sgmed & 10-year $300 mallion deal with
c 2l illion .
the m%nmge?:rhmpmns Brazil. The
terms of the contract remain secret, but
are widely believed to allow Nike to in-
fluence both team sclection and the
choice of opponents for friendly match-
es, thos placing their marketing nterests
before the technical needs of the squad.
Of the tickets for France 1988 that
were left afier the French Federation
had taken the lion's share, half were al-
located to covporations and other in-
stimtions, The BEC’s reporter, using a
hidden camera, even managed to film a
tout offerimg him tickets which be
claimed had been onto him for
resale oa the black market by the World

black market should exist, given the na-
ture of the Sysiem.
On Monday, Joao Havelange was suc-

Allah, the Exalted, says:

S.A.E.

*Perform the pilgrimage and the visit lo Mecca...” (2:196}

On the moming of 7/6/1998, at the main branch of
Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt, a computerised drawing
from among attending account holders took place to
determine the winners of the free “Umra, which will
take place during the Prophet's birthday.

Branch

=
e

Account|No.

Branch

Account

Cairo
Dokki
Al-Azhar
Cairo
Cairo
Cairo.

W N A WN -

Heliopolis

184847 || 14
5783 15
14640 16
213165 | 17
99648 18
198651 | 19

i 22

Ghamra
Alexandria
Damanhour
Heliopolis
Sohag
Cairo

Tanta

15553
14138
2880
55787
8019
73267

is not even to tnke the metro > y
. T i ad- for the finals. Of the 6 } Bank. When confronted with the cv- ;

of | sy mare sathout being gfm;;;" R Toomieed by the orgams 9‘!9;;[';51'61’6‘3 e, e ot adminod ive, Tal:lta 10178 || 20 | Cairo 52615
gentinean tango, or discover :hm:fgh a bave materizlised. According to one but argued it was only natural that a Cairo 296862 || 21 | Al-Azhar 29386
finger buffet the national cuisine of one

29089
6257

2f

— ore losion.™ ceeded as president of FEFA by Joseph Heliopolis 44384 | 23 | Assiut
Ee%ﬁg&?ﬁ? ﬂ;":u%";g E“fﬂv&“ﬁ%ﬁd’ﬂ ;?m"ﬁi‘ﬁfe;‘!zﬂﬂf‘"‘“ e MansF::lra 1838 | 24 | cairo 50619
: : T e e e Tanta 25808 | 25 | Al-Azhar 29410
_ Cairo 127075 |
Slinging out Winning account holders should contact the Bank
ggﬁlz;wd- within two weeks’ time.
‘myth. 687 : Congratulations to all the winners!
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Summit
in the

PRESIDENT Hosuni Mubarak said on Sunday that
there were ongoing consultations to convene an Arab
siwmmit, but thar it was as yet undecided what the som-
mit’s agenda will be. “We are waiting 1o see what our
Palestinian brethren want, then we will consult with
other Arab leaders,” Mubarak told reporters after cast-
ing his vote in the Shura Council electons.

It was siill possible to save the peace process from

MuharakheldhlkswiththeUS’sMarﬂnlndykon“lﬁdaymmmg

total collapse, Mubamkmmsted. “we must not lose
bope, we should not
Auﬁuabsummt,however,“mustbewellprepared
beforehand,” he said. BmAmb“sLeﬁrsmnds‘I;bema
posmontoreachanagreement we co not ap-
pear divided before the whole world,” he added,
Mubarsk Grmly denied that Washington was exerting
pressure on Arab countries not to convene 3 suoout

conference. °I tuad about it-in thenewspapm ‘but

there is no trath in it at all,” the president asserted.
Mubarak reitersted his call for a global elimination of

weapons of mass destroction. “These. weapons are a

threat to humanity as a whole,” be said, and called for

an intemnational treary for the elimination of ali

of mass destraction within a period of 15 to 18 yess. -
The president wamed that the recent nuclear tasts

non-nuclear comntries to enter [a ouclear race]; in fear
Mevenb}'nnsuketbeycouldbehtbysuchnmup- E

ops.”
Inhssmtqnmrsm:hepress,Mubmkﬂsounedm
Eﬂnopmandl‘mtramm“inm:ﬁm

y mesolve the conflict hetween them. -

‘T’xghungwmsolmnoﬂ:mg,onlyneguuamnsm

making

Armed and dangerou

JomtheNPTlscloselyhnkedtomuepldanon

The continuing deadlock in Middle East peace-
making could lead w the eruption of tension in
the region. Israel’s failure to deny reporis that it
is the only regional nuclear power has added
fuel to the simmering coals.

“Even if Isracl does not follow in the footsteps
of India and Pakistan and conduct its own nu-
clear tests, the fact that it continues to have this
nuclear arsenal, subjected to no inspections and
no safeguards, is very alarming.” one Foreign
Ministry official said. “Nuclear seepage is now
a threat 10 other countries in the region, which
have all joined the NPT [Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty].”

So far, all efforts to alter this sitwation have
failed Sources say that, without serions US in-
tervention, the situation js unlikely to improve.

Egypt, a regional leader, has voiced its con-
cern at Israel's intransigence repeatedly. It has
acted with determinarion 10 convey to the inter-
pational community the incalculable risks of tol-
erating Israeli policy. “Israel has to join the NPT
pow, or the treaty will be devoid of meaning for

week, Egypt’s UN ambassador, Nabil El-Arahi,
voiced his concern ar Israel’s continped refusal
to join the NPT. He said the time has come for
all concemed parties to support Egypt’s efforts
to banish weapons of mass destruction from the
Middle East once and for all.

Israel, India, Pakistan and Cuba are the only
countries that remain outside the NPT. The
United States imposed economic sanctions on
both India and Pakisten following their recent
tests. Coba has been supbjected to American
sanctions for decades. In other words, Isroel is
the only country that is ontside both the NPT
and the wide range of US economic sanctions.
In fact, America is the largest aid donor to Is-
rael

“Furthermore, the US, like other Western nu-
clear states, provides Isracl with advanced om-
clear technology.” commented an Egyptian of-
ficial. “Even if this proliferation is subject to
safeguards, there are no that it will
pot be transferred by Isrzel wo faciliies where
these safeguards do not exist.”

over the Netanyahu govenument’s consistent
of the peace process.

Within this context, Egypt has been involved
in intensive consultations to forge a unified
Arab stance. These could lead to an Arab mini-
summit responsible for formulating concrete res-
olutions on ways of balancing Israeli intran-
sigence. Thus far, however, these consultations
have not led . In fact, some sources be~
hevethmPalesuman.JordumnandSymndxf—
ferences bave become more in the
comseoftbecousulmnons As a result, the idea
of the mini-semmit may be scrapped.

Ano:hermolongypuandxplomacylsﬂ:em-
ternational peace conference which Mubarak
and French President Jacques Chirac suggested
jointly. “Things are still evolving along this
fanWeareworhngvuyha:dbutltxsmt
easy,” said an informed source.

Fm&eomser,Can'ohasbeendlsmmngthe
two main regional copcerns — the peace pro-
cess and nuclear proliferation — with Washing-

with the Arabs. “First they said they cannot de-
onclearise as long as there are Lo peace mego-'
tiationg; then they said they cannot sign the NPT
as long as there are no peace treaties; now, they
say they will remain nuclear as long as there are
threats to their security,” a concerned Foreign
official said.

The 1991 Madrid Peace  Conference es-
tablished a multinational mechanism to work on
making the Middle East a muciear

zone. This mechanism, however, stalled three
ymagoasamﬂtofthehehpmon The
peace: process, is not”
pumnganypremureonls:aeltoshowmmmn-_--

US. the main sponsor of the peace
ment to peace-making or muclear non-
proliferation.

Onﬂ:e:ssueofnnclarpmhfmnon.mfaﬂ,
the US attitude cam only be seen as

ing to take concrete sieps to make the Mid-
m a nuclear wempm—ﬁee zone. An

As Israel conhnues to sink peace-making efforts and defy nuclear non-prollferauon
the region waits for US mtervenhon Dina Exzat assesses the mood in Cairo -

wmmgmpmeﬁo:ubmmm
Egyptian officials seem. 10 be of two mds
about this US initiative. Some -think it bas a
chance, while others are convinced it is dead and
- can only be resmrected by an Israeli change of

the countries of the Middie East, and the cred- A nuclear state which is also driven by ambi- tn. Meanwhile, Isreel has comsistently re- agreement on this point was part of z package femupt what they are .
ibility of the whole non-proliferation regime will tions of temitorial expansion, regional hegemony  affirmed its intention to stick to its current pol- that led to the indefinite extension of the NPT in ~_ Does this imply. too mnch dependence on the
and right-wing extremism is a very dangerous icies on the two issues. 1995. "US in concems? No, argued

be in question,” wamed Foreign Minister Armar
Moussa.
Addressing the UN Security Council this

‘Peace offensive’ hits Cai’rd‘f"‘"’_."i

Visitors from Israel’'s Peace Now movement joined forces with Egyptian activists to
rally support for 2 “people’s peace”. Nevine Khalil followed their activities

Bgyptian and Isracli peace groups are Jacobson, playwright Moti Awerbuch
and peace activist Yehodith Harel. Dar-
ing the group’s 20 years of activities,

attempling to whip up popular support
and ive peace

state. And this i3 why, according to diplomatic
sources, Cajro’s concem over Israel’s refusal to

could be achieved. Its
included the Palestinians’ right to their
own state on the basis of the pre-5 Jone

Israel has j its nuciear programme, be-
gun in the 1950s, by citing the lack of peace

elements

wﬂ]mgtoputprmeonlsmelm the 13-

of its oecupahon Cairo

On the peace front, Washington was al-.soun-.

“Jerusalem |
remembered

Marking the 31st anmversary _

paid

in the Middle East. Represeniatives representatives said, Peace Now has 1967 borders, the evacuation of some homage to Jerusalem.
from the two groups — Israel’s Peace mmpnigned against the lsracli govem- settlements and the Jamnching of “ac- ’ Omayma AbdeI-Latif
Now and the Egyptian Peace Movement meal’s policies. More recently, it has celerated™ negotiations on final starus is- - .

— presented President Hosni Mubarak been critical of Netanyahm's hard-line sues. It requested thar both sides refrain reports )

positions and has organised demonstra-
tions at the Jewish settlements
constracted ar Jebel Abu Ghoeim and
Ras Al-Amond.

on Tuesday with a joint statement out-
lining their vision. The 90-minute meet-
ing was devoted to discussions of the
peace process and the cbstacles Israeli

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyaho  During their with Mubarak, the capital of both Israel and Palestine; come o you any door and shall
has placed on the road to peace. the Israclis were “essured that Egypr's uprooted Palestinians aod refogees of shout and the sky will hear my voice.” .
The Peace Now visitors also met with leadership is working for peace re- 1948 and 1967 should be allowed to re- The lyric, written by Mariam Bakir, 2
Mubarek's chief political adviser. Os- gardless of the obstacles facing it.” said tum to the Palestinian state and receive tlﬁ:-yeat-oldol?qaebedechdammfgg
Dome Rock one o

ama El-Baz, and Ahmed Abul-Gheit, an
assistant to Foreign Minister Amr
Moussa.

El-Kholi. Bar-On said his gromp was
“very much enco by the meet-

The Egyptian Peace Movement
(EPM) is an umbrella label for the Cairo est and articulate™. “[The President]
Peace  Society blessed our joint efforts with our Egyp-
governmental tian co " Bar-On added. He said
cently. It is also the Egyptian chapter of the statement issved by the two groups
the International Alliance for Arab- is a to convince poblic
Israeli Peace (IAAIP). the group that opinion that the only way for peace is
formulated the Copenbagen Declaration.  through compromise and mutual rec-
The IAAIP is considered the political ognition.”
wing of the Egyptian Peace Movement, The statement was issued in the
and the CPS is the intellectual and re- cowmse of a three-and-a-half-hour news

search wing because, according to conference held on Monday to introdnce  because his grandson is still required to Asfour, secretary-gener) of the Supreme
Egyptian law, NGOs are not allowed to  the Israeli to the Egyptian press. join the army and carry arms against the CbmdlofCulum.mldd:egathmg.

be involved in political action. Duriog A large part of this conference was  Palestinmians Although the event was held onder the ..
this week's activities, however, EPM dominated *s Lotfi El-Kholi.,  He said Peace Now activists aim to af- slogam, “Jerusalem is Arab i
andCPSseemedmsmndt‘orlhesame who strove to explain and defend bis fect"d:emdsofthe[lsm:h]people" opposed any discussion of “Our

thing.

The members of the Egyptian group
inclnde academicians, iotellectuals and
diplomats. Until quite recently. many, i
such as writers Lufi El-Kholi, Nagi who felt the Copenbhagen group had tak-
Qamha and Sasd Kamel, opposed any en the initiative of normalising relations
foom of interaction with Isracl Other with Israelis without obtmnmg any con-
members include CPS chairman Salah  cessions in return.

Bassiouni, a former ambassador to Mos- i
cow, Abdel-Moneim Said, director of will “join hands in the search for ways
the Al-Ahram Centre for Political and
Suategic Studies, repowned lawyer Ali
El-Shalakani, Islamist writer Abdel-
Fattah Assaker and former ambassadors
Taha El-Magdoub and Adel El-Adawi.
Peace Now was represented by retired

ﬁomtahngnnilatemlacuonsandcon-
doning violence.

The Egyptian and Isracli groups said
Jerusalern must remain a unified city.

Security Council resolutions 242, 338
and 425 and the principle of land for

peace.

Bar-On who, during a 22-year ammy
career, fought fonr wars against the Ar-
abs, incleding a spell as Moshe Dayan's
aide m 1956, said that taking part in a
“joint effort to bring peace wo the Middle

1567

more tham 100

East is a great moment of finishing & cir-
cle.” He asserted that he js “shattered”

to change their perspectives on co-
existence with the Arabs.

Chen Raz, the 27-year-old general di-
rector of Peace Now, said that his move-

mnon.

possession,” M

-pamn;gpumaymghfem]’ausahm.
ibition was part of a two-day

event at the Cairo Opera House paying
the boly city
on the 31st amiversary of its 7 June |

occupation.

The event, titled “Jerusalem: past,
and fohwe™ brought together

Egyptian and Palestintan -
inmellectoals and artists. “We mark a con-
fiict that has not been settled, an apgres-
smnﬂ:atnevwsnoppedandapmeeﬂm.
until now, has oot been achieved,” Gaber

ments have been signed betwean the two

parties,” Yasser Ahd-Rabbou, the Pal-
estipian cultore minister, told Al-Ahram
Weekly. “Rather, it is the cultere and art,
wh:d:m:teAmhsandmuallyupmme

eommmed:tse]fmestabhshmgthismu-. )
seum to keep alive the memory of dis-

- faest

under-secretary at the Ministry -of Cal- - the

-~y

.’-,-;-,.n-'#"
ks

]

Colonel Mordechai Bar-On, Chen Raz, [as] the strongest sentiment and the “bat we needed to provide our people ture, told the Weekly.
the organisation's general director, uni- bope which is awaiting fulfill- with proof [in the form of] the Egyptian Inaddiﬁonwﬂ:epamhngexlu‘biﬁm,
versity professors Aric Aroon &nd Dan  ment by the political leadership”. The Peace . the event featured a Jerusalem
El-Eholi described Peace Now mem- coniest, 2 masical-perfonmed by the Pal-
estnian Falonga folklore troupe- and
Luxurious Villa for Sale to Embassijes seminars on ‘Egypt's historic connec- .
VIPs, Banks & Companies at ’ & mj?mmﬁmm:md
Dokki/Cairo (registered] helicr in . i _ The Falouga troupe presented a mov-
order to create re-  es in Israel, “oshering in a new chapter periounmthathroughlbmkmﬂn-
3 floors, land 1,360 m2, bidg. 560 m2, newed pressnreon  in the history of the struggle™. He orlcs of the Palestiian. in
29 rooms, total living area 1,725 m2 the political lead- stressed that “Acab public opmion must
i know that there are Israclis who oppose

(Extra floors & building in the garden possible)

Tel/Fax:+202 7) dle Bast 1o reach p
Mobile:+202 (012215 8228) Cairo agreemeats . forces”
for conditions & spacs., please write: ouﬂminedm g“"ﬁ ﬂ‘g:alhd on intellecmals in Palestine,
Box No.451/98 Al-Ahram Newspaper framework within Egypt, Jordan and Ismael to “launch an
or E-mail fasle @hotmail.com which  com- offensive for peace; 1o impose peace on

LA
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NDP sweep

The rufing NDP won a landslide victory in mid-term
elections for the Shura Council, an upper house with
no legislative powers. Gamal Essam El-Din reports

In the absence of the majosity of oppost-
tion parties, the rgling National Dem-
omc?my(NDP)wmmwsyvmy
in mid-ten Shura Council elections held

72 seatg, 22 of them

on Sunday,
mcontested. Runoff elections for the re-
maining 16 seats will be held next Sta-

The majority of opposition parties had

boycoited the baflot, that cam-

peaigning for seats on a that has no

islative powers is not warth either the
orthe expense.,

The elecuom;:te a low-key affair.
Many people on the streets weze not even
aware that polling was under way.

Interior Minister Habib El-Adli an-
noanced at a news conference on Monday
that the elections were held in au “at-

fidence gdmwuamy of moon—

in

forces. He said the balloting was not

mamed by a single act of violence.
E—Adhmdﬂmahnostmmm,

Vderummavuzgedszpe:cmt.he
added.

The winmers included Speaker Mnstafa
Kamal Hebni and veteran members Galal
GhmabandAdelEl-Smnah.chiTnenof
two public sector compamics. Although
Helnnwmuncmd,hedeudedto
contipue campaigning becanse his rival
mthdrewaﬂu‘admdlmeforthhdmwals
expn;i;n ey Helmi said,
provided with an opportunity to open
admlognethh"mlinaryutlms"
Helmi wld constim-
emsﬂuttheSthouncnlhadcompﬂed
as many as 120 reports on a wide variety
of national and regs issues and held
debates on 30 laws which had been

Azhar medicine debated

Azharite schools. I decided to reduce this burden
and divide the memorising of the Qur'an among

Despite objections by

Al-Azhar
years, reports Gamal Essam El-Din.

. import

: i several opposition dep-
nties, the People’s Assembly approved on Tues-
day a new law that redoces the programme of the various stages
schools from four to three

in pallid poll

submitted by President Hosoi Mubacak.
Helmi was elected to the council in
1930 and becamme speaker in 1989. He is
likely to be re-elected as speaker when the
council meets in a procedural session on

ofapnm;uup companies in
Glm. El-Gaypal, chairman of an

-export company; and Abmed Sa--
than, a Port Said busmessman. Sherf

Wali, a relative. of Mimnistes ! zanpe Mubsrak. On Saturday, she the Ismailia Cultiral Palace, to outsanding graduates. On Monday, charge. At the end of the visit, she
and NDP Youssef | opened the Eighth Armoal 4 for At the ceremony, Nadia Makzam Eb- Mkrs Mubarak, who i§ also sensitive to awardedspecxalmﬁmofex-
Wali, was the youngest NDP candidate 0 | Al Festival, intended to encoursge eid, minister of state for environmental the needs of children who cannot just cellence.

achieve victory. children to continoe throughout - affairs, said that lbraries will be pro- choose a book from a Reading for All -

The Liberal Party, the only opposition . | the summer holidays. vided with video tapes and computer pro-  brary, a new mmrsery and mgmﬂedﬂ!ﬂNmN'WmHm
party to contest the elections, charged that The Festival was lannched in Is- devoted 1 jcal issues. training centre for young blind women  in Giza. The state-of-the-art technology
security forces resarted to arbitrary meas- | mailia, where Mrs Mubarak in-  Short trips to nature reserves will also be  set up by Al-Nour Wal-Amal, an associa- available there has eamed the hospital

ures against 8 numbey of its candidates io
tilt the election i the NDP*s favour. None

of the Liberal candidates won. apd with

e S Comel e 1 of 264 | ey e it ot
arc wide of

by secret ballot in general elections while and books.

the remaining third are appointed by the The
Mid-term elections for ome-half | g3

‘the light

It kas been an eventful week for Su-

See I n g Mrs Suzanne Mubarak had a busy schedule this week: launchmg the Eighth Annual Reading for All

Festival, attending the graduatnon ceremony of nursing school students, inaugurating a new oph-
thalmology hospital and opemng a training centre for the s:ghtless. Rania Khallaf tried to keep up

dlﬂd:mplmﬂedatmemﬂaegmhlof

arranged for children, she added.
Another focus of this year’s festival 18 - vices to the blind.
iy liteacy, M Mobamk said “Certain h-
shout the environment bmnuhavabemdnsmbwbemht— of the Association, expressing

amdndamyma:hng’ the gradua- lehaln'hnmnmdlmmng units.
Mirs Mnbarak also watched a show giv-
en at the new poxsery, which takes 30

whmeshed:suibmdmﬁmiesofmem

tion renowned for its long history of ser- #s descripti

mMnbmaktom'edﬂ:enewp;:mss The complex
pax-

chi!dte.n four 1o seven free of

on as the most up-to-date
centre of its kind in the Middie East.
cost LE14 million, col-
lected entirely through the individual
efforts of the members of the Nour Al-
Uyoun Association. The hospital will
also provide services to low-income
at LES a visit.

earners,
The minister of bealth, the

of Gizn and otber high officils 2

tanded the inanguration ceremony.-

of education,” he said.

Tbach:cveﬂnsob‘!emnheadded,muewasa
preliminary suggestion that the elementary

Even before
was the target of criticism by a number of writers
on Islamic affairs who saw it as part of 8 Western-
inspired plan 1o undermine the mfluence of Sunni
Islam’s most prestigious religious institation.

1n response to the criticism, Sheikh Mohamed
Ssyed Tamtawi, ithe Grand Imam of Al-Azhar
Mosque, made a rare before the As-
sembly to explain the benefits of the law. Tan-
tawi was remarkably successful in mustering the

sapport

Tantawi began by ﬂ:at.whenhe'mok
oﬂieeasShmkhofAl—Azh:r,hewassmpﬁsedm
see that thonsands of stodents, especially in the
elementary and preparatory stages, were leaving
for public schools. He aiso recalled that he was
provoked by the fact that the elementary stage in-
cloded the difficult tagk of learning the 30 suras
of the Qur’an by heart. “Students were never able
1o do this and did everything possible to lsave the

tion of Azharite schooling be reduced from six to
five years, bringing it in line with the %
to
suggestion. however, beunseel&mmﬂryschool
is a bailding block of the educatonal process,”
Tantawi said. He opted instead for cutting the
four-year secondary programme by one year.

for the new law. One iz that the programmme of
Azhar-affiliated secondary schools in such Islam-
ic countries as the Gulf states and Malaysia spans
three years, not four.” Another reason is that the
retirement age of Azharite is 60, the
sameasﬂ:atofgmduamsﬁomﬂ)epubhcednm-
tion system. “So why the discrimination, if grad-
aates from the two systems retire at the same
age?” he demanded. “As you can all see, the pew
legislation is primarily aimed at achieving equal-
ity and making things easier for the Azharite stu-
dents, who suffer from the heavy burden of the

cumriculum.”
Acconding to Tantawi, the new law was drafted
after the new curriculom for Azharite

gwen:th:sblssmg.%uﬂneasemaybe,tf
this law infringes on any of Al-Azhar's rights,
then I wam you that you will be accouniable be--
fore God,” Hemeida said.

NGO law continues to stir up controversy

As controversy over the draft NGO
law continues, Social Affairs Min-
ister Mexvat Tallawi has schednled
a meeting for 15 June with some
leaders of human rights and ad-
vocacy organisations for both sides
Uoputforwa:dibetrwews
. It is the first time that the Min-

The minister of social affairs
will soon meet human rights
activists in a bid to resolve the
dispute over the draft NGO
law. Mariz Tadros reporis

equal i
But Zul-Fagqar added that it wag  tezvention in the PVO intemal
necessary t maintain some kind of  affairs under the pretext of pro-

;
]
:
;
:
:

In

' . cariculom to Azharite

WlﬁleihePeopbsAmmﬂywasdebmganewbill .

regulating the phaunacist profession

Ty 40,000 pharmacists closed shop and met in an exira-

txdmtygenﬂnl

the proposed law.
thmmanguadﬂmmebﬂlmpmhmvy

penaltics, mduding imprisonment, for trading i -

Before the bill was passed by the Assembly, the im-
ﬂmmpemnywasdmpped,bmhcﬁyﬁnmml
moath all dealings with pharmaceutical production and
distribation

a shortage of medicines on
nmstwhoﬁﬂsmahdebyﬂ:emhnmwﬂlhawhs

Hemeida's “waming” to the Grand Sheikh of
Al-Azhar was deemed highly inappropriate by
the other . Assembly Speaker Fathi Su-
rour ordered that it be deleted from the session's
mimites. He reprimanded Hemeida for his “mis-
condact”. Joining forces with Surour, Kamal El-
Shazli, minister of state for padiamentary affairs,
mm leadmglsl:mcﬁgm:nymdm

wa
pusomluysudaasdermdShdkb
of AL-Azbar.”

lheWafdPntyob—
memhm
ﬂmt'l'anmw:ordmedihemmducmnnfanew

secondary schools before

the law was zpproved by the Assembly. “This wo-, -
derifimes” the *s rolé and credibility,”
Nour said. He also that the retirement
age of Azharite gradnates be mised to 65. “If the
fact that the retirement age of Azharite graduases
mcmaﬂyﬁﬂ:stakenasanmseformdnmg
Azharite secondary stage by one year, then let’s

simply amend the law Al-Azhar itself
and raise the retirement age to 635,” he said. Nour
Dnally suggested that education st Al-Azhar

A controversial law that cuts the four-year Azharite secondary school pro-
gramme by one year has been approved by the People’'s Assembly
“_

shmldbemnedmrehgon. “In this way, Al-
e

¥
versed in Islamic studies,” said Nour.

Sheikh Tantawi vehemently rejected the charge
thatthelawhadbeenmplemmnedbefomnwas
passed by the Assembly.

Criticism also came from an enlikely source,
ShaikhAbddAszhahm.anAzhanteMPwho
claimed the new law will foster “extremism™ in
#s;m&meand mhmmmp;

exegesis,
the comicploon. “As a result, Azharite graduates
will be quite useless. They will be as useless as
ignorant doctors. The mistakes of doctors, how-
evu-,conldhl]jnstonepersonnrevmafewpa-
sons,bmﬂ:em:mhsofxgnom mufiis
. could kill an entire nation,” said Shahin.

Surprisingly, Shahin changed his position after
ligtening to Tantawi's stateinent. Speaker Surour
read out a paper sent by Shahin, in which be said
be decided 1o change kis position and vehls
foll suppart to the new law, “especially
wnedmmemmmdehvaedbythe(}rmd
Sheikh of Al-Azhar.”

Pharmacists up in arms

ﬂmoonlaanhouslmpﬁsonmentpmaltywasdmppedfmmanew

- law regulating the phamacist profession, but pharmacists main-
tained their fight against the new law. Gihan Shahine reports

on Monday, near-

medicines, chemicals and medical prodacts.

the phanmacists decided to “halt for coe - trade.
" In effect, this means thar they
menket. Any phar.

sndxugammdnmnwool,mmtmm

mmwmm%mmm ﬂ:ehﬁms&yof&ahh.“ShOunegupmﬁwm
the simple, yet necessary, medical sopplies or

ahsed""heasbd.m'?;mshouldwesmp g

gmualmunblyalsodembdm dnknmofﬂ:esynﬁm’schapminme

expel Dr Gamila Mouossa, first under-secretary at the i i

insisted that it was inherently liber- in “As an NGO wurking Mmistcy of Health and direciox of the ministry's phar- )

The draft law is re- ol and the principle of “The draft is formnlar-  velopment, you would be work- ~ Zceutical department, from the syndicate. TeAson S0 wedicines are smuggled into the local
place Law 32 of 1964 which regu-  freedom of association. She argued  ed on the assamption that com-  ing to foster change, and that is Also, the assembly objected 1o a decision by Ahmed  tnarket is that they are prescribed by although
lates the activities of some 14000 that the NGO anger Was un- omuily workers are guilty tmfil seen as undesirable by the gov-  OWeili, minister of supply and authorising in-  they are fully aware that these medicines are not ceg-
15,000 NGOs operating iz Egypt. justified, adding that Social Affairs  proven otherwise.” emment,” Abu Zahra said. spection officials from the ministry to scarch phar- istered,” be said.

Some of the draft's provisions also  Minister Tallawi belicves in a  To register an NGO with the  He raised concern  ies. Members insisted that should e Ahmed Gibl, chaiman of the syndicate’s Alex-
apply to all organisations jp with NGOs ministry, the draft requires mem- about Aticle 11 of the draftlaw ~~ OPER 0 i oaly by officials from the Ministry  andria chaptes, for his part blamed the

in activities, i~ and bad plauned to consult with  bers to present papers which prove  which prohibits activities of a  Of Dealth. The general assembly vowed to question the  registcation “[i) bas failed to meet demand
cludiog those regisiered as non- them after the draft was finulised. they have no criminal record, be ical natwe” Abu Zahma ~ OpOst of Gwedli's decision before the courts  and is thus for drug snmgpling, he
profit civil companies. Zul-Faqgar said homan rights or-  said. Abu Zahra added that the said the provision could be inter-

In their position paper, the co- were not included in  draft stipulates that if an NGO re- preted In many ways. “Our mwmm,“mmm % Gibeil, a Jot of basic foreign medicines,
alition of buman rights organ- drafting committee _becanse  ceives foreign funding, itmnstpass NGO, for example, is & swong on Monday o decide their pext step. with no kocally. femain op.
isations said they Wil not be de- ‘“they are ouly part of civil society it 0n o the ministry to disibuto as  advocate of gender equality; it In its modified form, the law imposes & fine muging  rogistered they are demsnded, “wo
terred in their struggle against the  and not all of it.” “If 30 of 40 hu- it deems just and fair among the  strongly the rights of Xow LE20.000 » 50,000 on any pharmacist who sells, will have to either Jeave patients 1o die or face hargh
proposed law becanse it seeks to man rights organisations are not  various NGOs, women,” he said. Now, that s displays or -mamfactures medicipes. - penaltics,” hesaid, {Seep. 16)
“suffocate civil society.” The gov- this does not mean In an earjer interview with A- political. Will our work have chemicals or medical products, I the same of-
ermment, the statement claimed, that the NGO movement is ex- Ahram Weekdy, Tallawi had ex- then?” fence is repeated, the fines would be doubled
had oot to an altemative  cluded,” she said pressed comcern shout the con-  Abu Zahra had the same con- o LE40,000-100,000. A oneyear im- THE DELTA INDUSTRIAL CO. (IDEA EAL)
NGO draft law put forward by the Zul-F Inshed out t the pro-  centration of foreign fmding in the  cern about an article which pro- ~ Prisomment . pensity In such cases. was | | RAMSES STREET EXTENSION, NASR CITY
coalition at the end of February. snymglhatﬂxyhd hands of a few hibits activities that ere against dropped. 80 of the : CAIRO, EGYPT

The jons asserted that in their She said that there were many public mores and traditions. But Aiticle 80 of the new law semained un- FOREIGN

of the position taken mponse-"l‘h:yhmemthokedat NGOs active in Upper Egypt end  “Some tradifions sre bannfol dlmed-k that anybody who runs mn&TAmummcom
by the law regarding their ex- the final draft 25 & whale, and ot the New Valley which Jack sd- and violate e rights of in- B b uisbed % | | THE FOLLOWING GENERAL TonDery -NNOUNCES
istence and activity, they will con- in a spirit of comstroctive exit-  equate financing bui do not know  dividwals”™ be said. “Are we Wsmmnmdaﬁmofwm SUPPLY OF ITEMS AS SHOWN Siaaks FOR THE
time to do wharthey were setupto  icism,” she added. how 1o aceess funds. supposed to bow down 10 them, The jssve of unregistered medicines came HEREUNDER:
achieve: “to liberate civil society.”  Mistrust has persisted betwesn  Although conceding that there nevertheless?” . mﬂ;ehmﬁghn&nhemkpmydm& m—-mm
all NGOs and mem- the ministry and NGOs for a Jong  was need to regulse NGO funding,  Abu Zahra said thar in any di- mﬁsﬂ-mmﬁumhmmh - ” PRI
bers of civil society 1o reject the  time, but now is the time to break  Abu Zabra seid that such a role with the ministry, the - Sold underthe counter at cxorbitant _ _
draft law. this vicious cycle, Znl-Faqqar said.  should not be assigned to the gov- NGOs should not But Health Minster Jmuail Sl denied WWORWHPFOR 24/6/98 | LE 150 l

A ve of an NGO in- “If NGOs are dissatisfied emment. “Afeer all, 'h;sm on ey form of administrative - mmﬂn:fwvlgi'w;:!;:ummﬂuw MIN WM . :
volved in community development  some artcles, should come govemmental aciivity,” i the appoint- enfrance 0f V1agma domestic market. .
waondtred how the 14,000 or s0 mmpﬁmm,- would no longer be 8o if the gov- mentofa on  He siid the bill was part of a lirger plan 3o gﬂmmm 17/698 | LE 200
NGOs can take pert fn the co- sheadded exment was imvolved.” the board. “We should not be %m pammacie ad |
slition against the new draft law to her, the most For NGOs, the dilemma is ex- ftreated as children, who need =~ Medical X protect -mmmnoumrsmwmmmammgn
when “some of these NGOs are  ising aspect of the draft was that it  acerbated by the fact that even the  constant surveilance,” he said. mm MWMW- , ATTHE AM ADDRESS NON- BLEPRE”
working in villages and hamlets took away all the govenment’sex-  Federation of NGOs, which is “This runs counier to all the E““E“’" legislation paut thean on an equal OFFERS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED THROUGH s &
aod know pothing about its pro- ceptional powers. Under the ex- beaded by aformer govemor, isre-  claims chat the mindstry sees ns as ,OFHCMYREG EGYPTI. AN

n istng law, the was garded as more or less a govern- becanse obvi we Edited .by:Wadle Kirolos EOFSHD*S Mur CS'SBEACCDMPANIE)BYI% BID
It was strongly suggested that or-  above NGOs, she said, whereasun- ment body, are not being treated as h S —— \ MMERCIAL A NO. 14
2014 |
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‘A wctory
for coexistence’

Candidates backed by Prime Minister Al-Hariri swept the local elections
in Beirut, while in the south, those supported by House Speaker Beni's
Amal movement made gains over Hizbullah. Zeina Khodr reports

Election results of the municipal and mayoral
baliot in Beirut on Sundayuonﬁrmedavlcmry
for “national coexistence and harmony.” The
outcome, according to officials. shows that de-
mocracy has prevailed.

A consensus electoral list of 12 Muslims and
12 Christians sponsored by Prime Minister Al-
Hariri won 23 out of Beirut's 24-seat municipal
conncil, despite the low wm-out of Christian vot-
ers in the capital.

Al-Hariri described the outcome of the Beirut
ballot as a clear indication that the war years
were gone forever. “It was a victory for Chris-
tian-Muslim coexistence despite the fact that it
was not guaranteed by law nor were seats distrib-
uted along sectarian lines,” he said.

Unlike the parliamentary election law. which
sels quotas for the distribution of seats in the half
Christian-balf Muslim legislamere, the municipal
election legislation does not allor seats for the
country’s 19 religious communities.

*The manner in which Beirut voted ensured a
balanced rcpresentation in the capital’s mu-
nicipal council,”™ Al-Harirf said_

The other main electorzl list, backed by opposi-
don MP Najah Wakim and exiled former leader
General Michel Aoun, also had an equal number
of Christians and Muslim candidates for Beirut's
municipal seats.

Al-Hariri’s coalition includes members of Hiz-
bullah, Amal, the Sunni Jamma Islamiya group,
the Christian Phalange Party and the outlawed
Christian Lebanese Forces.

The Christian opposition had called on Chris-
tians to boycott the municipal poll, saying that
the law was unfair since it considered Beinut one
single electoral constituency.

Muslim clergymen and political leaders in Bei-
rut Bad. however, called on Muslim voters to
take into consideration the sectarian balance and
vote for both Christians and Muslims.

There are about 200.000 Muslims and 177,000
Christian residents in Beirut, according fo un-
verified press reports.

Last week's elections in the northem city of
Tripoli were seen by observers as disrupting the
Muslim-Christian balance of power in favour of
Muslims. Christians in Tripoli lost several seats.
Some observers atwibuted this to the fact that
Muslims only elected Muoslim candidates on co-
alition tickets while others blamed the low tum-
out of Christian voters.

Local elections were also held in the govern-
orates of South Lebanon and Nabatiyeh with a2
massive voter turn-out of between 65 and 70 per
cent Voters went to the polls amid tight security
to offset chances of possible clashes between
suppoiters of Hizbullah and the Amal movement
— the two main forces on the ground who have
over the years been vying for leadership of the
Mauslim Shi“ite community.

The two sides read the results of the poll in the
south differently. While House Speaker Nabih
Berri, who heads the Amal movement, hailed the
reported victory of 73 lists backed by his group

Karbaschi §
on trial :

TEHRAN mayor
Gholam-Hossein
Karbaschi, who
went on trial last
Sunday for alleged
embezzlement and

mismanagement,
likely to be conwcted. according to
Abdolvahed Musavi-Lari, vice
president for [ranian parliamentary
and legal affairs.

Mouoszvi-Lari told the Enpglish
daily fran News . that he believed
Karbaschi “would be convicted by the
court.™ However, he added that no
decision had beer made yer about a
possible successor to the popular
mayor of the Iranian capital, who has
been suspended from his mayoral post
for the duration of the trial.

Karbaschi, who played an important
part in the landslide election victory
of the popular reformist president
Mohamed Khatami in 1997, is
accused of using muricipal funds to
help finance the election campaigns of
moderate candldaze“s ssdunng the 1956

lative polls. At Sunday’s hearing,
leglKarzaschJ defended himself, saying
the funds in question were loans
which were later paid back. Bat he
said “there was no documentation
accompanying the transfers.”

Karsbaschi, who has headed the
metropolis of some 10 million people
since 1989, is also charged with frand,
and “despotic and dictatorial
behaviour.™

“I reject all charges,” he said. “They
are all lies, and the qualification of the
Jjudge who levelled these charges
against me is questionable.”

Freedom at last

tain strong ties with Al-Assad, seen in  has been consistently criticised in En-
dleregwnas!hechampmnofmstance rope over its human rights record; the

Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad last
week ordered the release of 200 political

regional and international cl
On the domestic level. observers note

in 97 villages, Hizbullsh spokesmen said there
was no real victory in the south since both par-
ties made gains in various areas.

Hizbullah MP Mohamed Raad said the results
proved that “there is no one party that can claim
io be the sole representative in the south and
Nabatiyeh in local polls.” He accused Berri of in-
cluding non-Shi'ite villages where Hizbullah and
Amal did not field candidates as part of the vil-
lages where Amal-backed lists had won. He also
denied that Amal had forged alliances with other
political ps as Berri claimed.

But Hizballah aiso hailed its victory in the
south and Nabatiyeh. “This is a good step for-
ward for our group and it has allowed our party
and other factions that allied with os, such as the
Commumist Party, to be officially recognised as
important forces in the area.” spokesman Nayef
Krayem said.

During parliamentary elections in 1996, the
two groups were allies. But this ime around they
failed 1o seal agreement on a consensus list to
avoid a heated contest. They had announced rival
elﬁon lists for various municipalities in the
south,

During the first round of local elections in the
Moun Lebanon governorate, Hizbaollah scored
an overwhelming victory over Amal candidates.
At the time, Bemi downplayed the results, saying
they were not surprising coming from Hizbullah-
conlrolled arcas.

Bert had reaffirmed his independent stand in
the southern round. The Amal Party said its de-
cision to stay out of the local race and its call for
consensus and coalitions was unchanged. “We
want to set up municipal and not political coun-
cils.” said Deputy Ali Khreis, a Berrl ally. “Hiz-
bullah is trying to politicise local councils by
putting forward party members in the elections.
This means councils will be split between those
loyal to Hizballah and those who want o pro-
mote local government.”

But Hizbullah challenged Amal’s claims. “Ber-
ri was heavily involved in campaigning for Amal
supported candidates,” said Hizbullah MP Mo-
bamed Freish.

Several observers believe the outcome of local
elections in the south shows no clear cut winnper.

The daily An-Nehar said in an editorial that
Ama) victories did not mean the party was more
popular than Hizbullah. “It means voters chose
tickets backed by the anthorities [Bemi] since
mumc:pahm are directly related to the central
govemnment,” it said. “This does not mean Hiz-
bullah has less suppart. Southerners back Hiz-
bullah's ideology and its principles concerning
resistance against Israeli occupation.”

Hizbullah the guerrilla war to oust
Isracli troops from South Lebanon.

The last time municipal and mayoral elections
were held in Lebanon was in 1963. They were
repeatedly postponed due to political crises, the
war and differences over a local election law.
The last phase of voting will be in the Bekaa

Valley on 14 Jupe.

Garang’s
moving targets

An escalation of military attacks by Sudanese rebels
along a wide theatre of operations during the last two
weeks has resuited in the
military sites south of the Blue Nile and in eastern Su-
dan.

The fighting explains why John Garang, leader of the
Sudanese People’s Liberauon Amy (SPLA), was un-
able to attend a meecting of the National Derocratic
Allmnce(NDA.)hostedbytbeEgypuangovmmentm
Cairo two weeks ago. The meeting was postponed and
has oot been rescheduled.

Last month, the SPLA announced the capiure of the
strategic gamison town of Uly, located 280 miles south
of the capital Khartoum and 90 miles from the Dam-
azin River south of the Blue Nile. According to the
rebels, 300 government
500 were wounded. On Friday. forces of the New Su-
dan Brigade (NSB), under joint command of the NDA,
liberated the two garrisons of Shalalob and Haldit on
the outposts of Kassala, the capital of the eastern re-
gxgnp;t;:n for the Sudanese kes

g for government, AAmy spokes-
man Gep. Abdel-Rahman Sir Al-Khatim dismissed the
rebels’ claims, stating that “a battle is still aging with
the rebels for the Ulu town in the southern Blue Nile.”

However, in his comments ¢ Al-Akram Weekly, Yas-
ser Arman, spokesman for the SPLA, confirmed the
captare of the sites. “All of
well-coordinated,™ be said. On the straiegic importance
of the sites captured, Arman said that “jn addition 1o
Ulu, seven other garrisons
the southern Blue Nile region and a total area of 1,600
square kilometers have come under SPLA control.”

Arman explained that SPLA forces were now ad-

of several strategic

were killed and over

ame successful and

were liberated last month in

DISASTER'S EDGE ON THE MOUNT OF
OLIVES: Israel’s Interior Ministry gave the green
light on Toesday for the construction of 58 new
bomes for Jewish settlers on the Mount of Olives in
occupied Arab Jerusalem, officials said.

The decision came a day after Jewish settlers took
over four homes in another Arab quarter of East Je-
rusafem on Monday. Clashes eropted in the Siwan
neighbourhood and at least two people were injured
inciuding Faisal Husseini, the top Palestinian of-
ficial in Jerusalem.

“q see things petting worse,” said Husseini, who
has called for mass street protesis by Palestinians Lo
block settlement by extremist Jewish settlers. “This
mummpusmngmeslmmtodnedgeof

In Tuesday's move, the Israeli Interior Ministry’s
planning and construction commission gave final
authorisation to the building of 58 housing anits for

their state.

wasle

a religious seminary set up on the crest of the Mount
of Olives four years ago. At the same timé, the com-
mission shifted the planned constraction on the site
of a Palestinian girls' schooltoaplotnflandonthe
easter: slope of the mount:

The Palestinians

which Israel capiured in the 1967 War, shounid be
the capital of a future state, while the Israclis claim’
ﬂ:cho]yc:tyasa'ﬁxmmdandemalcapml"of

R i

demand that Bast Jerusalem,

Jerusalem’s nghl.wmg mayor Ehud Olmert, |
claimed the settlefs’ move to Silwan on Monday [~

. “T don’t wake.up in the moming and ask |... -
lmwmplemthel’alesumans. he said re- 1
cenﬂy “People can bay wherever they want™ In the
picture above, P
Bank's Jordan Valley wave banners, protesting the
damohuonufﬁshacksmlbeamwhﬂeanlsmeh _
soldier looks on. (phcio:Rauters) -

children in :the . West

Rosa.uesdam provides 30
tricil:y.nndlowardsrheAdarEil_oil fields. one of the
strategic economic projects on which the regime is
counting on to overcome its current financial crisis.”
Acconding to Arman, the siles captured
dan are very close 1o the strategic
EKhartoum. “The military initiative now is in the hands
of SPLA and NDA forces,” he added.

Despite the conflicting reports
fact remains that Serce fighting along several fromts, an
initiated by the SPLA, is continuing Sudanese Pres-
idenl Omar Al-Bashir declared 2 maximmm state of
mobilisation among young men last week, urging them
:&)rcgonmuainingmpsandthenpmeeedmmof

ghting,

TheSP’LAhasm:wed“tmmendousphys:ca]mdlo—
gistical assistance from certain foreign powers,” Al-
Bashir claimed. He did not name these
dan has accused Eritrea and Ethiopia
supporting Sudanese rebels, claiming they had par-
ticipated in attacks on Sudan’s eastern borders. “The
current
volved in fighting each other, provide circumstantis]
evidence thal refites the government's allegations of
E!hmpmn-Enu-m participation in NDA military op-
erations,” said Arman.

However, chief of staff of the pro-govemment South
Svdan Defense Force (SSDF), Elija Hope, and Khar-
toum National
Abde)-Rahim, ave stated that by attacking locations
in the Blue Nile, Garang aims to steer attention away
from his real goal of occupying
largest town, and the capital of the whole region which

vancing on two fronts: towards Damazin, where the
percent of Khartoom's elec-

in eastern Su-
road of Port Sudan-

from both sides, the

wers, but So-
sheltering and

operations, while Ethiopia and Exitrea are in- .

Secretary of State Mutessim

Juba, southern Sudan's

guestion the loynlty
and’ raised the possible dang:r of anothn'

Tro_]anhorseamong .
hghtomegsslelghlofhandontbebatﬂeﬁeld, .
Hone’s andAbdel-Rahim’s analysis sound reasonable. .
However,:t:emmnsdifﬁcnlltodeteunmehowao—.'
predictions are
ientions on Juba. The current sifuation points to 2 mil- .
:m:ysurpusebyGarangmthenmﬁ:mre,butexacuy'
when and where remain a mystery. . .
“It is not their [the Sudamese govemmmts] re-
sponsibility to identify the SPLA’s targets,” said A¥--."
man. “Rather, they have to review their militsry fail- - *
ures and the reasons bébind them ™ He added: “The
SPLA. does not discuss its military plans in the mexiia, .
but if the govermment wants o
for more failures in other arcas in

is their own business.”

curate their

prisoners, including left-wing and huo-
man rights activists. Among those re-
leased was Riyad Al-Turk, a leader of
the Syrian Communist Party jailed in
1980, and Akram Nuais, a leading hu-
man rights activist imprisoned for seven

Years.

The rest were members of opposition
and human rights groups and Kurdish
activists who were without charge
or trial. A few of those released be-
longed to the Mausiinm Brotherbood
group which was erushed by the Syrian
army after a rcbellion in Hama in the
early 1980s.

Since 1995, Syria has been quietly re-
leasing political detamees. indicating a
change in the government's attitude to-
wards its opponenis. But analysts believe
their release is also linked 10 domestic,

that Syria now enjoys more internal sta-
bility due to security effarts. The bomb-
ings and anti-government attacks of the
carly 1980s have become almost nou-
existent due to tighter security. At the
time, the government blamed the Mus-
lim Brotherhood ard communists for the
bombings; thousands of members of
both groups were arrested.

On the regional level, Irag's Baath
Party. seen for many years in Syriaas a
threat to Damascus, has also been se-
verely weakencd by the tight economic
sanctons against Iraq. Baghdad can no
jonger afford o finance opponents of
the Syrian regime.

Despite strong differences with Baath
ideology, radical Islamist groups, such
as Hamas and Jibad in Palestine and the
Muslim Brothethood in Jordan, main-

against Israeli occupation of Arab ter-
ritory.

Several meerings took p!nce recently
in Damascus between Baath officials

tatives of Islamist groups.
The:wosxduwdmeywmummdby
the struggle against Israel and agreed to
form what could be an alliance between
Islamists and Arab nationalists. Baath
officials, imown for their secular ideol-
0gy. now state that “Arab nationalism is
the core of Islamic action.”

On the imemational level, Syria is
looking to improve ties with the outside
world, particularly Europe and the Upil-
ed States. Some observers imierpreted
the release of the prisoners in Syria as a
goodwill gestare from Al-Assad before
visiting France later this year, his first
visit there since coming to power. Syrie

relascoflhepnsunu'smlghtbeanﬂ-
tempt o improve that record.

Syrian observers also note that many
oflhoscrelmsedmtoooldtomkepan
in opposition activities any longer. For
cxamplB.Ale‘k.theCou’;mumstPany
leader, is over 70. After spending 1
ymrsbehmdbars,l.heonlymshbehas.
aucordmgtofamuysoumm,lstospcnd
the rest of his days in peace. Al-Turk
was jailed after refusing to condemn vi-
olent acts committed by Muslim Broth-
erbood members in 1980 and 1981. His
call for allying with the Brotherhood
also wrmed other fellow commonists
against him. Only a few Syrians can stifl
remember Al-Turk while his Com-
munist Party is today considered an alty,
rather than an opponeat, of the regime,

Mforth:r:lofafewMushm

The escalation of fighting i
between govemment and rebei
forces in southem Sudan forced
SPLA John Garang to miss a .
major opposition meeting in
Cairo, writes Mohamed Khaled

encompasses three states. "Wearewena.wa:eofﬂm. :
g oftherebeIGarang. said Hone. :

maskh:stmemtenuons,iastymrmmﬁedopua- .-
uonsmthesouthempamofSudanmndemwni_:
while prepadng town of Al- -
Kunouk, which he later took by surprise abd occupied. -~
In another example of Garang’s manoeuverings, Ker- .
ubino Kranyen, a leader of 2 major Sudanese faction,
t between the government and a mumber -
factions which did not’

to atiack the

carlier this year

Gm?'rhemmdmtalso'h‘ough t into
the siguatories. of the Khartonm

them.

Garang’s in-

public opinion

The release of 200 political prisoners and human rights actMsts in éyii'a last '
week s being viewed as a response to iocal, regional and intemational-
changes. Al-Ahram Weeldy's special correspondent writes from Damascus -
L -~ e ]

Bmthﬂ'hood._ membe:s. governm;nt
“after they

sources said that it took place

admi_l'tedtheminahésﬂfeydidhibe_'

The deu:norahon of the M'lddle.East
peace process and the stand taken by Al

Assad 10 coupler the. “Isracli threat™ .

bave also incrcased the pgovernmeat’s

public sympathy. Asopposedloothe.r_.
Islamist groups i the Arab world, ‘the

Syrian Muslim Bortherhood cannot use
the struggle against Isreel as'a winning

card in mustering sympad:yforﬂsoy—._

posm.ontoA.lAssad

A Baath official told Al-Aknam Weekly .

' cent of JHIK's

fumre.ﬂ:mthat'

The Irves of the 3,000 Pal-
estinian inhabitants of Jiffik of-
fer a grim testimony. to both'.
the past and fikely future. of -
the Jordan Va!_l_ey__Graham_ i
Usher, in Jerusalem, writes -

i the most fertle basia

Dugteix o
of eIoﬁVaﬂey(tﬁe]iﬂikm

- . provides 70 per cent of all the West™

are disinfegrating.”-
Mohamed Omar Jahalin (Aba Omar),
head of fiflik’s Project Comuaittee.

There is no electricity. fmung!hn

.rmdentsmuseke:osenelampsfor

heat in'the winter and small geéneretors . -
to keep the flies off the food in the
smu:rl%rtbemﬂemmt.

.memwﬂmmdmumsth;tmakcup

the Jiflik area.

canse ofﬂr.m
mxmnon:s]snelspohmesmﬂn

 Jordan vallcy. “lsratl has lodg had 5

sa'megyoferhmccleansmgmthﬂ!al-
ley.” says Palestinian Anthority (PA)
Agricnltizre Minister Abdel-Yawad Sa- -
lah. Whether the govemment.is La--
bourmliknd.lme}sm:sfo:

.' the Valleyuobecomna‘fpmdylew-
.-ish™ temitory, he adds.-

“By keeping huldnfﬂ)e]orduVal- .
ley, ILnlensmuthalmyfuﬂm:Pal—

| " estinjan entify will be

... its Arab hintédand,” Salah says. “And,
... becanse: the Valley i5 a natoral green- .
- house. with fresh water, Israe] wants to .
__'keepsnchfenilehnd‘ﬁn-meﬂ'"

. Niniety per -
are ref- .-
ugeesﬁomthemebammthe
pey who fled to the Jordan Valley
lmhlésg;fnmm:edm

It is not a new.

for the enca t."say'sAhl_lOm.
“{Butf at least the shepherds conld Jet
their sheep and goats | on the hills
‘and, “when all else - we could
work in Istasl”

WiﬂlOslo,howevu' evenihcsems.—
pmhavestopped.lnmm-smd.lﬂael

evea tighter restrictions

.on.l_'tﬂikl_‘sfagnmandshwhe:ds.o_ne S

itary zones™ the traditional grazing ar-

-eas on the Valley's hills. "'I'hey

simply ari onedaydestmysﬂle
s'hephyudv:cmnpmm

been Ismel’s use of the territorial divi- .

sions, imiposed on the West Bank by . - i -

mostbfthevalley,lsmenc,unda'ls-
mel’sexchmwmﬂzhzywmnl&me
Osla’s 1995 interim agreement,

has insisted that “B7 Palestinians re- .

qme-pmlswenterﬂn“ﬂ"louhn

“It‘sasﬂ:ough]iﬂikmsuddenly
inside” the Green Line™ says.

E

- Omar. “Pa]esunmnsﬁ-uanbashave
. o get a permnit to travel to-Jiflik exact-
.lyasﬂ:eyneedapennnmgumTel

Aviv”
Tbcsunﬂaunesdontmdﬂle:e.ls-

that the release of the prisoners aimed at .

mobt.hs the Syian people in support . wi
glﬁgremmemmoldermfaceme_.' -.3ays

Edited by Khaled Dailvu;!d_ !
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Battling

Africa’s
colomal
legacy

‘Something stirring in Ouagadougou? There are dim I' hts |
at the end of the tunnel, writes Gamal Nkrumah N

mwmbmﬂphmmmnydynam

1cWestA:&mnanonomehmFasahost- .

ed the 34th

mwww m“ﬁ‘“'sn; A ELE;
Onedraogo. :

"coatinental unity, peace and political stabil-

den'actorshaved:snnssedrtsa

HiE
bl
ey
Egg
Ea%
A TF

%.
E

his arrval in
waektlmhecxpeﬂedﬂmywr‘s
be “ap important saomit”,

mugg!emlmdﬂ:eOAUcmdibﬂny
is.an uphill one. Presidentd
failing w0 show up at the Summit

becanse of political intrigue and ai-
mm at home. Guinea Bissau’s
mmplkmado\rmdidnmmnnp

lgéﬁ§¢

_ mona]soverelgntyof

International 5

ﬂiﬂnsbetmentrnandEﬂllophmmmm

Abubakar, Nigerin’s new president, after his swearing-in ceremony in Niggnan
Nigerian military ruler Genersl Sanf Abacha and the breakont of hos-

deliberations at fhe OAUsummit

Onnofﬂnmost problems
the OAU today is the “‘mm :ﬁm
relating to desperate tomaﬂirmthe

' countries. A
majority of the contincat’s 54 countries arc

ofsonﬂmnAﬁ:m,N'gmasmﬂ:mymm

_vmuonmsmallq-ghbomgstaulih_
-SlmLeoneandLibem.wEﬂn ia’s in-

creasingly assertive role in theI:!om of Af-
nm.lthasbewmemdentﬂ:atd:elarguﬂ-
rican political entities are attempring (0 take
full charge of the continent’s destiny.

Conflicts in -Africa are becoming in: .

mmglyregmnalandmnohng strictly
national. Althongh (

not officially on the OAY -

sammdagmda,lheemﬂom]ly—chrgcdm—
sue of the ion of foapder QAU mem-

berMoroccom1985bwanseoftheadms-.

sion of the former

sumunit Afri support
roceo’s return to the OAU fold, including the
summit hosts Burkina Faso, put pressure on
AlgmanPres!dentI.ammeZaoual,whowas
in Ouagadongon for the OAU sommit, to
hnveﬂ:eSADRsnspendedmc]eartheway
for Morocco to “teke its zightful place in the
QAU.” Algeria, traditionally the strongest

- backer of the SADR, is under fire from most
. Affican pations, inclading former SADR sup-

porters, who want to see Morocco as a full
OAU member.
The!963decmbylhefmmdmgfaﬂ:ers
of the OAU 10 the boundaries which
African states had i
buttressed the role of the OAU as

anthorities
a defender’ of the colonially-defined - stams
“quo, and left' livle room for creative al- ri

terpatives to resolve the continent’s many fes-
tering conflicts over national boundaries.
The boundaries of contemporary African
smeswerearbm'arilydmwnbyEumpeanm-
lonial powers at the, Berlin Conference of

" 1885. The Afvican continent was carved

1o lsparae ethic groups wih et o, o
groups own tri-
bal tradjtions and languages, werelnmpedto—
gether into one colomial tesvitory.
colomalau:honmsdeh‘bmmlyfoﬂueddm—

] monsbetweenthese

hcyofmlhnalsepamhsmwasadopted

by colonial power. A case in point is Su-

dan, where the country was divided into north

mm;gvm::;w
e between north

e L, Vs B

" 'had teken place throughont the vast

ited from the colonial :

mtbeBnerbeupithmgadmgonmm-AFP)

lonnlimaprocensnf Arabigation
territory
now incorporated into Sudan and beyond its
present bomdaries in what was then the Is-
lE where there homogenons
ven was a cul-
tore as in - Somalia, the colonial authorities
conspired to carve up separate colonies to ex-
acerbate tribat divisions. The Somali people

" who foomed one ethoic group, speaking one
'language.Somah.ands

baring one religion,
Islam, were divided by colonial boundaries
andsub]ectedtoﬁvedlﬂ'erm:eolomalau-

thecolomnlbonndamsﬂmdidnotmpect
the traditional ethnic, lingnistic or religious
divisions that existed in pre-colonial times,
and imposed artificial “nation-states™ on rival
ethnic groups which did not share a funda-

.- mentally distinct or internally homogeaous
cujtore. The result was that the newly in-

dependent African nation-states suffered
from constant ethnic conflict.

Taking account of etbnicity may, in its
looser sense and mare moderate forms, play a
part in facilitating the democratisation pro-
cess in Africa. But in its stronger versions,
stressing the ethnic factor in African politics
c:m:esaﬁrmmedmswe,dogmmcandes-
sentiaily irrational ideology. Trabalism, which

Poﬁumlandzdxglousleadmandmeu'm-
tellectual cronies thrive on crcating some
kind of animus against cextain ethnic, lin-
guistic and religions groups. We have seen
this in-Rwmmda and Burundi between Huto
and Tutsi. This kind of animus sometimes

. trangcends national boundaries and envelops

eatire regions. There is now a fear throughout
Central Africa of Tutsi hegemony. The sad
irony is ihat tribalism saps much political en-
uyandogﬂsemousmgrﬁggmndm}
tates pati policies tops the agendas o
regional and continentsl conferences and

surnmits meetings.
Trbalism in Africa has traditionally been
closelyassocmwdw:thihesnppmonofpo—

litica! pluralism and the centralisation of ec-

onomic and political power.
The outbreak of secessionist wars is also as-
sociated with marginalised groups resisting

control by a relatively pmﬂeged ethnic
group. The problem is that only the economic
and political clites of the supposedly priv-
llegedeﬂ:mcgroupjuylhepmﬂegesas-

sociated with power and wealth, while a vast

majority often remaing in abject poverty.
Tribalism is not so moch about mythical vi-

sions of a glorious past of people of a certain

tribe or ethnic growp. Rather,

uiballsmmAﬁ'xm:smoreaboutsqnabblmg 5

ever larger shares of the “na-

aeqmrmg '
tional cake.” Invariably one tibe, ethnic or

religions group is accused of acquiring, nsu-
ally by foul means, disproportionately large

shares of the “national cake™, The process of
approprating  the  sopposedly  dis-

proportionate share of national resource al-

Iocation is inextricably intertwined with the .

trbe’s supposed control of political, and in-
creasingly wilitary, B

'I'hcmnhlsthatv:ryoﬁmafewclosely 4

connected and jtically infivential in-
oot mopolise ot
region mo!

playing the tribal card in African politics.

Moreover, the laws and institutions in- &
herited from the colonial powers were often =

designed to exploit ethnic, religious and lm-
guistic differences within and between Af-

Tican states.

For instance, Eritrea and Erhiopia share a -
great deal culturally, but the long Itelian co- --
onisation of Eritrea was designed to mould a -

new sense of nationhood among the nine dif-
ferent ethnic

Ethiopia.

The chailenge of forging national identitics :.

out of disparate ethnic and

gTOups -
remains the most pressing political and cul- :

taral problem in contemporary Africa.
The political and social strnggles tribalism
invariably have an economic basis.

generates .
But, as the OAU founding fathers pointed out

35 years ago, the continent is far too frag-

mented politically to be ecenomically viable.
Economic

integration under the OAU‘s 1991

Abuja Treaty to set up an African Economic

Community zppears to be the only way that
collaborate

the small African ecopomies can

in an age of giant regional and continental
groupings. Economic integration was high on
the 34th OAU sommit meeting, bot without

peace and political stability the road to ec-
oncmic development will remain arducns.

the gains accrued from 3

Sl N LT
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o
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groups of Ertrea, “many of .. §
whom have deep roots and close relations in ::

Fall-out in the Great Lakes

One year after Laurent Kabila took power in Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo, there are growing signs of a tift between hIS
government and key allies who helped him overthrow Mobutu Sese Seko, reports Peter Mwesige

-Anmgmgnﬁbﬂwemlmtxﬂ-

bila’s govenment and Uganda and

Rwanda, key allies that backed his cam- -

mnm.ymago,wasm-
E:medwhenagommtmmmm

the Democratic Republic of Congo pub- -

wmvgndnnmt'fﬂw-

m!\dnsevugnmzzMay of
Pierre :::orMpoyo.msw' state

for economy and oil, accused Museveni

the
£ g e Cngrice o

nllaﬁnsoﬂhefamerzmnb?mkins
disparaging comments about Kabil
“Om-luadofsu:els:espeﬂedbothmn-

- side the country

h:sud.“Wedonlsezywh?hlSUm

mmwtssobusyldlms le that

Presidens Kabila controls mﬂdﬂ

- es for the Liberation of Congo came to.
power on 17 May 1597 after an eight- -

month miilitary campaign backed by

Bumndi, Rwanda-
neighbouring Angola,

and Uganda The Congolese

took the embarrassing step of cancelling
the sommit, citing border disputes be-
tweenanothﬂ'kcyaﬂy,ﬁnmmm
opia. He said both Exfrea and

had been deeply involved in the prepara-

A.ngtﬂa. Bm:undl, Central African Re-

Ken
fe o s i o 13

".Zambia, and Zimbabwe,

Uganda and Rwanda were reportedly
opposedtoﬂ:esmmtbemgattendedhy
conntries  harboariog  1ebels fighting
andGabonaresa:dtohnveHurusoldm:s
who are ighting the Tutsi-led Rwandese

( Patriotic Front (RPF) government in Ki-

gl%wandacum‘bmdfmmtomﬂas

" yebelion and had maintsined a strong

hold on the new government since Mo-
butu's' fall. But Kabila is reporied to
have been trying to cut’ Rwanda®s hold
apd has & moved closer 10 Tan-

1 Congo.
wanlsa lomucsoluhonto
while Uganda
mamm
mthe
However, obsmqsulsopom:ume
emﬂgmgmtma:eﬂmonofambﬂe

: er stroggle in the Great Lakes re--
in-. e UgandanPreudentMusevu%fw‘l;g_

fomdamglonalsumnﬂlaspm ership,
P:mdentBlllChnmnsAﬁ:mm has" .

increasingly been both in the
onandmtcmauom]]yasﬂ:e&m

ybody”
The Waﬂmegzm?mm 19 May car-
ried an article in which an un-

ednm'of Uganda’s leading independent a bolier-than-thon position toward Ka-
private newspaper, The Monitor, said tn  bila,” Onyango-Obbo added.
a 20 May article that the roubles in the  don’t have any superior moral examp
Great Lakes region are in large measure  to set for Kabila.™ Whatever the case, a
due to both an absence of democracy or  rift of such proportions spells more dis-
ins faitere. “It's ddiculous to see the Mu-  aster for a region that is yet to recover
instability.

sevent and Kagame governments taking  from political
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Opening Today

CompuScope 9

The meeting place of major
computer companies

RAMSIS HILTON
11-13 June 1998 — 10am --10pm

Sponsors:

- ___.:,ﬁgag§ + Canon

Qrganiser: Computer Printers
Concord (Engineer Sherin El Rayes)

P.0. Box 4 Heliopolis 11241 - Tel/Fax 2749721
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6 (1948 - 1998)

_ . 11-17June 1998

Slinging out the
avid-Goliath myth:

Iraqi Ammy

The Jewish state

The Arab state

Maps taken from Walid

intemational zone Q"?

Left, Arab pian of war approved on 10 May and, right, the plan modffied by King Abdufiah on 14 May

g.*'.llr.

gt TAE

E—==xi» W cOunler atiack

israeli attack on Jenin and Iraqi counter attack 28 May-4 June 1948

The Syrian attack on Samakh, 18-23 May, 1948

-paegum- Attack line
Adbddd Frontline

massmmmle- |sracli attack

S0H200008 Israsli withdrawal

£=———> Arab counter attack
e Jewish settlements
o Arab villages

.}l

JOF COrKINIUIMS e wpsarmsnyp-
Box No.451/98 Al-Ahram Newspaper
or E-mail fasle@hotmall.com

com- offensive
pmhen.swe peace dieenem:esofm

l ‘ &Wk Wi - ogyi, ’mt:;rmp;.—ce-—m-nmpose peace on T '—'""""

. A few resilient settlers -
heroically facing the = -

massed forces of all the .
Arab countries that '
surrounded and -
threatened to swallow .

them. The official Israeli

In the official Isracli narrative the first Arab-
Israeli war (15 May 1948-20 July 1949) is pre-

_ Sented as a bartle between David and Goliath. It

is an imape conso by pre-war Arab prop-
aganda. On 21 May 1948, Yigael Yadin, the Is-

- raeli ammys chief of operations, wrote: “The reg-

hetr Sapmens A (s ataments - cajoy
fr equi armamenis — enjoy
Superiority at this dme. However, evalnation of
thepossibilmesmnnutbememlyamﬂmrymn-
sideration of arms against ars and unirs against
units, since we do not have those arms or that ar-
toured force. The problem js 1o what extent-our
men will be able to overcome enemy forces by
hrmeofmenrﬂghungspmt.plmnmgandmc-
tics.” )

Yer this version of a war between the com-
bined anned forces of the Arab world and awell
organised but smail and ill-anmed mmmber of
Jewish men (and women?) is a gross falsifica-
tion, though one that prevailed worldwide for al-
most two decades. It was not ool the June 1967
Wanhatlsmelrevn]edtothewoﬂdﬂ:emmgm
of its military machine.

The truth is that Jsrael, evenbefowensoﬂima!-

creation, has constitmed the most militariged -

commumity in the region. Ithasneverbeenless-
than armad to the teeth.

Amdmgto!-hthamAl—Kﬂammastudywb—
lished in the Lopdon-based Arabic daily Al-
Hayat, markiog the 50 years that bave passed
since the 1948 war; “The American Inte
Agency, in a report dated 27 July 1948, estimat-
ed the figures of the forces in combat
inside Palestine as follows — 27,000 Axabs
(with the ability o draw upon another 19,800
stationed near), while the Jewish forces engaged
in combat were estimated at 97,800."

In another study, however, also published in .
Al-Hayat, Prof Walid Khalidi estimates the nom-
ber of Arab troops during the first stage of the
war (15 May-llJme)aslB.OOOmnx:mum.Add
tothxs&efact!ha:]emshfmcesvgmwell-

ership, and the David and Goliath version of the
conflict, that gained such hegemony, is revealed

point throughom the eptire war did Israeli com-
bat forces outnumber their Arab-counterparts by
less than two 10 one. oL

ot‘nmja-:n:ﬂmwnsm;:!:me _
Acre Safed. ptumss they expelled

STAGES OF WAR. The war can be dl'wded.

(15 May-10 June 1948); period ‘two the. first
truce (11 June-8 July); period three the second
round of bastles (9-111013;) andpmodfout ex-
tending between the second indefinite tuce im-
posed on 18 July 1948, until the signing of the
four cease-fire agreements with Egypt (24' Feb-
ruary 1949), Lebanon (23 March 1949), Jorlan
-{3 April 1949) and Syrfa (20 July 1949).

In his sindy Khalidi says that the first meeting
to take place between the commanders of the
Arsh armies before the war was held.on 30 April
in Amman At tf;thmeeungﬂremﬂrwyoom-
manders agreed to ensure victory over the
s Sn Jos the fx opltely organiscd di

six completely

visions and six squadrons (72 _aeroplaues) of
bomberﬁghzers.

Pohuclansassemhledtohstentodleopm-
ions of the miljtary at the meeting decided that .

their demands were more than they could afford.
The Arab armies, they decreed, should eater Pal-
estine with 'whatever could be made available,
anddla:d:efomeoauldbegmhaﬂymmed
during the course of the war.

So what were the forces available on the eve of
the war? Prof. Khalidi details them as follows:

EGYPTIAN TRQOPS, according to a'secret Te--
port of the Egyptian army, comprised two forces:
the main group lead by Major General Ahmed
Ali Al-Mawawl, and a ligiter, mobile force lead
by Ahmed Abdel-Aziz. The first force comprised
the 1st Infantry Batialion (numbering 700-750),
the 6th Infeniry Banalion (700-750), the Sth In-
fantry Batialion (700-750), an srmoured re-
qunnmssanceha_nalion(SSumnm‘edvehmbs).a

pomdm bam (eight bcanmns() and “one six
anti- iannon baitery (eight cannons).
The Tight mobile, essentially commando
commanded by Abmed Abdel-Aziz, comprised *
four officers and 124 soldiers armed with per.
sonal gums, eight Bren machine-guns, fourllght
cannons (3.7 inch) and four twe pound anti-tank
cannons.

The Egyptian air force was divided across two
fronts. The front-line force in Arish included six
fighter bombers (Spitfires) - 'and two re-
connaissance planes. The second force, based in
Cairo, comprised six Spitfires, five Dakota trans-
port plapes and one reconnajissance: plane.

THE IRAQI TROOPS, to the wemoirs
of General Saleh Smdmlgabom chicf-
oommanderofﬂle[mqlamy,oompnsedammh
apised and infaniy force. The first mcluded
three banalions and two eagineering and

telligence mmits (106 officers. 1.837 suldlm 4‘7

and intelligent units (97 ofﬁms.z,‘zfl soldm-s)
Iraqi troops, then, numbered 4,200,
The Fragi air force comprised 12 Anson light

version of the 1948 War,
carved, by now, on tablets
‘of stone,; could hardly be

nnnsponplms dnaegladlamruanspmplms
ten Fury fighters. However, in a secfet report
c:tedbyKhahd: nlssmdﬂm“thef-hry fighr-
ers were unable w in the Gattles be-
cause of lack of ammaunition.., other Fury fight-
ers purchased never reached us.-. lSplaneswete_
heldmlndiaanda]]eﬁmsmge:memfaﬂed.

oot gl g St gl

one of 1,876 o
and soldiers with _arms, six [anks, 32 ar-
moured vehicles apd 12 75mm cannons. Es-
timates of the size of the Syrian air force range
Eom beswenn four 1 10 Farvird ting sec-

Smpe.rs Battalion (436 officers and soldiers).
supponcdbyanamomedbamnonoffoura:-
momedcm'sandmmnks -

TRANSIORDAN'S ARAB LEGION was the
best equipped and trained of the Arab forces. Ac-
cording to the memoir's of Abdulish Al-Tal, com-
mander of the 6th Banalion of the Argh Legion in
1948, Transjordan's forces pumbered 7,850. How-
em,GmalSn'JohnGlubb(GlubbPashame'

: mder—m—dnefofﬂ:eﬁmbuglmm 1948, g:ﬂﬁ

a lower estimate in his memofrs, insisting
there were 6,000 mex, though only 4,500 of them
were ready for combar. Glubb adds that the Amb

Legion, which depended on Britain for sapplies of
mmmmmdmmmdweMVely

mumition “enoughmﬂ:eoryfm*onebanieonl:,r"
Soon exhansted, T 's. forces had to wait
for 16 months, until. _September 1949 before it
could replenish s
Inuonch!smn.ﬂ:eAnhameslackedthe&ee-
dom of action-and the organisational skills re-
guired to confrost the Zionist aggyessors. The
topbmssofmearmyof'l'nns;ordanconmsmdof
Bridish officers, while the imévements of both the

The plan stipulited that: the. Lebapese army
shoald proceed along the coast in the direction of
the Iseaell settlement Nahariya, and to Acre (oc-
cup:edbytheHaganxhonlﬁMaﬂ.ﬂJ.ESynan
annyshuﬂdp:ooeed Lebanese temitory to

among ¥

te change of slan s dnubt.n e ]mmmm_;
u of p is no
writes, “that these ¢
tivated [the Jordanian-Brtish secret
ment]... bmntalsohadsomemﬂmylog:c
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'_ hgnaﬂsl;—. came into effect, =~ of arms were exhausted, and outnumber their Arab
VonaAnis assessesthe - = they had ho access to more. opponents by a ratio of two

ll_-l'!June-IBQS - ' _ | I - M‘Eﬁhﬁ

;‘i':tt;!e:;r;n: the truth. . between the combatants other hand, were determined
first I.le o the day that the after just 26 days of fighting. = and had the support to use
mediat :]:’onsor;ed cease-fire, - On paper, though, the Arab _ the fruce to reinforce their
Bemadett y Count .. - . _forces may well have positions, to re-arm, recruit
aris't'oco t-e — a Swedish. . appeared to have the upper . and train yet more soldiers
Pl rat subsequently .. . hhand. But they were for an arena in which they
Ssassinated by a Jewish -~ - overstretched. Their supplies had never ceased to

Years
~situation on theground ' TheJewish forces, on the - to one of dispossession

Jewish quarter. Although the Arab Legion failed |
0 recapture any part of the MI'-.OGFWESI‘. Fe-
mﬂkm,whchhadfaueninmthnhmdsohhe

Chronology

15 May: President Truman recognises State
of Israel. First Egyptian troops cross border
into Palestine and artack colonies of Kfar

nowﬂ:toassnstﬂ:eAmbﬁegionunderhm fire ]ordamanﬁmb- ; gades cross

in Latrun and reached Asdod on 29 May, 17km I 1 and Nirim in Negev. -

north of Majdal, site of the Egyptian command. danRiminmPla?m;sg;:.brl‘.zbanﬁemt{:rs

an'ilhEmm ig:les_ g positions in retake Lebanese villages of Malkiya and
mmmmmw Qadas (on Lebanese border), aracked and

_ported by anti and anti-tank gmns, two captured earlier by Haganah.

batterics of cannons and four light tanks. All in 17 May: Haganah captures Acre.

18 May: Syrian tréops retake Palestinian
town of Samakh, south of Lake Tiberias,
and capinre Zionist colonies of Shaar Hag-
olan and Masada. Arab Legion units reach
Latrun and consolidate blockade of coastal
road to Jewish quarters in Jerusalem.

19 May: Haganah breaks into Old City of
Jerusalem. Arab Legion comes to the rescue
of 0ld City.

20 May: UN Secudty Council appoints
Count Folke Bernadotte as its mediator-in

all the force oumbered some 2,000 men. On 30
May, and for two consecutive days, Jewish forc-
: a major counter-offensive agai

-eeededmtgud "ﬂ;ehm.justaslheﬁmtm Palestine.

was on 11 June. 22 May: Security Council huti
Meanwhile, on 2-3 June, Egyptian forces took foroeage-ﬁ:e. Y resoluion call )
the fatefil decision to eastward from 11 Jane - 8 July: First wuce.

28-29 June: Count Bernadoite suggests ec-
onomic, military and political union of
Transjordan and Palestine containing Arab
and Jewish states: Negev and central Pal-

from the main body of the Jewish state
in the UN pantition plap as they extenided the line estine 10 go to. Arabs, Western Galilee 1o
to cot the v desent (which com- Jews. Jerusalem to be part of Arab state
ed one third of the Jewish state allotted in the " with administrative autonomy to Jews, Hai-
pian} from Northern Palestine. fa and Jaffa to be free ports and Lydda free

airport. Rejected by both sides.

-,

THE FIRST TRUCE: Fighting stopped for four —
weeks (11 Jme-SJuly)inoo%EgamwithSe- Esrach tank captnred by the Arab forces in Jernsalem
umyCol::cilm?oluuons. %daysgtt_' — . T
: S‘g:lmg. Arsb forces remained in control of .| [~ ———— - — -1 [ -
' Anl?ua-pmofhlesune.'l‘he Arab League The first Arab-Israeli war, 1948-1949 | |12 2%
ab Liberation Army was stationed souwth of | © — . —— - Miles
Nazsreth The Syrian army comtrolled an area .
extending from Hebron to the southern shones of
. the Sea of Galilee, except for a few settlements
" i eastern Galifee. The Iragi army conmolled
" cemral Palestine and were stretched along &
front extending west to Tolkarem and Qalgilya,
12km from the ceast. The Jordanian army was in
of the southern portiop of the Jordan
'V;pr.themammd]msa]em.xheOlangr;_

. feat it — but the ability to break the military ca-
e fow toue of the war e Anh | Meditercsnean T
-. It is imponam to remember that Jsrael, ar this
._stage, far from standing alone, had the sopport
“of both the US. the Soviet Union and the UN.
As Khalidi righbtly notes, these three forces
“were Jsrasl's midwife”, the friends on whom
Istael relied for arms and men. _
The Arab armics, on the other hand. were
stretched as far as possible. And increasingly
they were subject {0 pressares, political and
. The 1IN Security Council appointed 2 UN en-
voy, Coant Folk Bernadofz, to negotiate the terms
of cease-fire, and imposed an embargo on the sale
of anms. The Jewish forces used the period of the -
cessefire 10 re-organisc themselves, strength-
cmgﬂ:mrmmbusandmlnm!man-

-Undarmenbnuotufmemm
of lsrael by 1 June, 1948

w0 enabls them to viojate anything.
 parchase arms vmsuccessful. The US Sinsi Conquered by lsraefl forces
incsted ing the UN arms emubargo mbﬂmJ::andNov.lm

[7od Conquered by Ismaell forces be-
" tween Nov, 1948 and Jan. 1949

during the saly mortns of 1949

== Fronfiers of the State of lsmel,
18945-1967

i - ; sy - rphnd |
i =i ot PR Bl Bpodr 4 & 03 .

The saving of the Ol City in Jerusalem was the major achievement the Arabs attained during the war

' Licutenant Colonel Abmed Abdel-Azix

" ‘Commander of the Egyption ;
Commamdo foree i Palestine. Cross and nephew of Gustav V of Sweden Negoriated
- Born 1907 Graduated from. the Military . the truce which begar on 11 June but soon broke down,
Academy in 1928. Yoined the Cavalry leading to further beavy {ighting ia July. He was shoi dead by
(ﬁmm}f’nmemm.lommeSmﬁ‘ 3 rhembers of the Stern gang on 17 Ser., a5 he crossed from
., CoBage in 1942, arid was appointed, upon the Arab into the Jewish quarter of Jerugalem. Yitzhak Shamir,
"gradustion, 10'the Militry Opomtions” Lstex prime minister of Israel. was reparted (o bave been on of
sactar, Was dppointed comsnander of the the three. Shamir's memoirs referto the incident withoat
1t Cavalry Brigade. Resigned from the deoying the report, The irony was that Bernadote had savid .

thonsands of Jews from extermination during the Second

 grmyin March 1948 and went to Palestine” - :
‘Worid War and was sympathetic to Israe] in his analysis of thé

on ail subjects raised on this page. Material may be edited for length and clarity; it should be addressed to M. Anis, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa 5t., Cairo; Fax: +202 578 6089; E-mait: weekly@ahram.org.eg |
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Two landmark laws aimed at privat-
ising major public sector banks aad
insurance ies have faced vo-
ciferous criticism ftom MPs, econ-
omists and financial experts over the

two weeks, but evenmally

i
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Hh
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yakye

:
:
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1

val of the People's > K- .
Assembly thal:B:: to 2 majority ruling have otber ways of ?’dnﬂmgdevdm-
of the National Democratic Party m%;mﬂnsmy vans
m?%?fwohwsmvzewedbyannm- " Mohieddin, "and _Yassin -§ agge .
ber of opposition deputies as the brain- %“mmmﬁdmmﬂ.

child of Economy Minister Youssef
Boutros-Ghali, who, they claimed, was

under instroctions from the In- m-
al Fond and the the four major commercial. banks.
World Bank. Some MPs criticised the -~ fountiolions forthe 705 : & X5 . SBEEL They alo that the. bank privat-
government for having submitted the 7 i Idualiddiing of rnsio : . _ : B . : isation law and other legislation have -
two laws without giving the assembly . TP ey e o » a2 ; been _pushed %mﬂ“ﬁ"s
others asserted that the two laws will - -7 j b COmParEas. 1 1 s Bt i ‘ 7 ! lef-wing. :-and. independent
give Isrzel and the US an opportunity 2 deputies, voted against the benk Iaw, .
to control the national economy. The while the five Waldists abstatned from
legislation gives private investors, voting. The NDF majorry, - however,
whether Egyptian or foreign, unlimited approved it ] L7
access to ownership in the four main ‘I‘heassemblyalsoappmwdﬂ:em—
state banks — the National Bank of b4 oo, o
Egypt, the Bank of Alexandria, Banque " * radz pames. assembly, was
du Caire andBanquel\ﬁsr.ndﬂnrevemsm i e ® R : i - : _ S _abhtomod:fyﬂmttmeofﬂnhw’samchs.
investors from holding more than a_ investment laws, along with others, are  subinitted by multi-national corpora- NDPdepnﬁesconcmnate?donﬂw Mabmopd said. - - ) - to ensme no . individosl mo- _
E:ﬂenlsﬂkemlﬁﬂlﬂ anthorisation  aimed at raising economic growth rates tions for a contract to establish a psi-  pecessity of ing the Central - Badr Shaarawi, an NDP member, ex- nopolies be formed. The-law, there-. é
m the Central Bank, however. _ 1o eight per ceat apd gemerating more  vate electricity station in Sidi Kdr,” he Bank of Egypt (CBE) with strict so- presséd reservations that the CBE has  fore, now states that : nvestons LS
Prime Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri employment opporrunities. “There is a  noted. pervitory tools 2and more in- anmy real isory powers. cammot hold more thap a i per cent
vebemently denied charges that the pressing need to push the pational sav-  Fl-Ganzouri explained that public dependence 1o enswre that privatised a foreign y decided to come w stake ‘in any- insurance--firm. without
bank law is a resuit of foreign pres- ings rate up from its present level of shares in the four banks are estimated at  banks will never be coutrolled by a  Egypt to buy shares in one’ of the four prior approval from the Insurance Con-
sure. He indicated that the last 17 per cent to 25 per cent in the fu- a valve of LESS billion, compared to handful of business magnates.- Ac~ banks. Each of its members is allowed ol Authority (ICA). Investors arc also
ment between and the . mre,” El-Ganzouri said To sachieve LE10 billion in joint-stock banks. As cording to businessman Khaled Mah- 10 per cent- of towal shares, whick al- required to potify the athority within
in September 1996, took the this objective, he added, “we have to for the size of banking jtis in moud, the central banking institutions lows the family as 2 whole to control two weeks if they are able to acquire
form of a “letter of intent,” and dealt gpeak a new language to the inter~ Egypt, they stand =t billion, of industrafised couptries are fully the majority. This could: threaten na- shares amotioting to more then five per
with some of Egypt's monetary and pafional community, to enfice it to LEI25 billion of which are in the forr independent financial bodies, suthor- tional securtiy, but I do not think that cent of 2 company. :
fiscal policies, on and trade come and invest in Egypt. We have to  public banks, and LE78 billion in joint- ised to supervise credit activities. the CBE will ever be able fo this =~ The law was seen by mest NDP _
Iiberalisation. IMF bad a certain  convey a new to the omside stock banks. “This means that the gov- “But in Egypt, the CBE is made up from happening,” said Shaxrawi. [n re- members a8 a praiscworthy atiempt to : e
viewpoiat on these policies but we world that Egypt no longer has fears emment’s control of this sector has of employees who are appointed and sponse, El-Ganzouri simply i . revitalise the insorapce sector
ook a stance and said that there is &  abou the private sector.” dropped from 100 per cent 10 years ago  promoted by the government. This is  that the law regulating the CBE’s per- and raise the share -of insurance pre-- -
limit to what we could accept. We will  The prime minister stated that the to 60 per cent at present,” he said He why they can never say no to the formance will be -reconsidered to in- .miums in gross pational prodoct
pever bow to any kind of pressure and  government’s 1996-97 liberalisation explained that, before privatising the govemmmLSoﬂ:ebmkramlyacts crease  the- bank’s avtonomy im de- ifs present Jevel of D:05 per cenf to 2.
wehavenocommumnts,emeptto moves had socceeded in attracting a  first bank, the government will increase an independent financial watchdog. cision-making. : targetof 12 percent. "0 U7 : O 1
the public,” E-Ganzoud said- greater number of foreign ipvestors to  its capital by mound LESO0 million and TheCBE:sawﬁblyw&akbank,and Sameh Ashour, 2 Nasserist MP, took mhwwasopposedbﬁmkﬁ- _
He emphasised that the baoking and Egypt. “For example, 63 offers wexe float Shares on the stock exchange. it has to be radically restructured,” Ecooomy Minister Boutros-Ghali to Wwing and three' independent MPs. P
o Seven more to o - T
u Experts and bankers are divided = . A i 3 & oot i _— -
. ° - - . 0 e .o - PR
over govemment plans to privat- m:_mmmmimv qet”fm mvmsauonbyt_h_eﬁyp- ST
ise state-owned banks: Niveen - : uthznPI;ubhc I%nupnqe'%hs.bemumdm
= : vatisation Project Arthnr -‘Andersen, an Y
o Wahish explores divergent views - international accounting and consulting fiem. . - g ey
The recent endorsement by the Peo-  impedes private sector participa- s that “the sale of shares woold not  ceiling on foreign ownership of er countries’ expmmesmﬂxp:— &miegamtsﬁm&m.m%%. -
le’s Assembly's Economic Affairs tion. “When we reduce government  be  directed to foreign investors banks will allow large maolti- vatisation of their public banks - vedormsarehstedfmmml_pnbhcoﬁmgam} .
inee of a Jaw allowing pri- share, the tendency of the govern- oniy, and that the government of pational financial firms to have a would be usefol in guiding the gov- The semaining five . are’ the ‘National . : -
vate ownership of sme-owned ment 10 protect will diminish,” he  Egypt would profer wo see 2 sig-  grip an stat-owncd bemks, which —emment - . . Paper Company, EI-Nasr Giass and Crystal, Steeico,
banks is not without opposition. said. ) m.ﬁcantamnuntofthebanks'eqmty represent the backbone of the Epyp- Although some experts may not . - El-Nagr Particle Bodrds i3d El.Delta Saint Bricks. : .
Privatisation of the banking sector ~ However, he was quick t©o add held by Epyptians.” tian economy. o . agree with goverrment strategy, the . Project officials-expect- the: successill anchor in- B S
is part of the Egyptian govern- that this does not mean thar there - While the name of the ficst bask He récounted that among the main’ - _genemlgomtofhewpqi_ecwgby_' memmmedﬂlmmgm . ST
ment’s liberalisation plan. The gov- will be no supervision. According to go has not been announced yet, ressons banks were originally na- balnlnmiu’.-thm:ﬂmyvnv\almum.-.ﬂn’.--T skills, tecknclogy, new markel sccéss, new products E———
" ernment argues that privatising to Mohieddin, not only will the observers belicve that it will be one  tionalised was to secure their active move saying that it will boost the mdwegpandmﬁiml-iﬁvM' bl
sme-ownedbanksmmmebeneﬁt banks be closely monitored by the of the two smalier banks, namely participation in building a national performance of the financial sector. The Privarisation Project, which-is funded by the
of the Bgyptian ecoponry. Central Bank of E, (CBE), at  Banque du Caire and Bank of Alex-  industry and in profecting the Egyp- _ Essam El-Ahmady, chairman of United States Agency for Tutermatiopal Developmient
Summing up the povernment the history of each er will be  andra, with the latter the most lke- tian market against economic up- quuelﬁsrbe‘lwvesﬂm:tishgh -(USAID),issﬁppok'edtdpxqiareiﬂ'ptbe'edii&Sand'
viewpoint, Mahmoad Mohieddin, studied y as well, . Iy candidate. The remaining two _heavals. The ing sector m time to Jook at privatising publi Mmmwdmgbmmﬂmduds, : .
senior adviser to the minister of  “Market disciplive and prudential banks are Banque Mist and the Na-  Egypt was foreign-owned during the ~ banks. He said that the privatisation with maximom emphasis on. transparency snd dis- ?
economy, said that puvansauun regulation will create the right prod- uonal Bank of Egypt. The four eardy pam of this ceptury, Zaki said, Pprocess will pump more money igto mmmmmmm. Co
will lead to better performance by uct: offering better value for mon-  banks put togetber hold 60 per cent  operating solely on behalf of foreign the banks which will boost in- vmﬁltlsalsochargedwnhmfeuinghow y - .
the whole banking sector. “Despxte ey, better service, more. efficient of the country’s deposils and 68 per  interests, never assisting the govern- vestment and enhance the banking - howwthesnﬁofgovmmmmdhnldmg Ve - e
the significant improvement in mobilisation of savings and wore cem of Joans. ment with its development plans. sector with new, modem expertisc. companies. : I
management of public banks, we efficient allocation of credit ac-  Although privatisation of banks  He pointed out that banks have a  “It will strengthen the banks i Light mmmﬂmwm o
still feel that a perfectly regulated WW" was recommended by the IMF as  vital role in helping the government  of international changes.” He be- the Egyptian govemmeat in. privatisivg major sec- e
pnvatesecmrcnnouq:e:fonn:he said M . pat of the structural adjustment implement its fiscal and monetary Deves that any harmful baoking L uonsofﬂa.eemmmybu:didnotdealmthspeuﬁc .
pubhcseumr hat Wh:legeﬂl;wlse;peczdmb]; programme, Mohieddin said that it poﬁcy_nefomsmmgdbmh_m@sc:gdheamdedb%d;: companies o o
He explaimed privatisation  debated People’s Assemb was not an obligation. However, work closely together with the gov-  ntegulation’ supervision by ) e
will increase competiion, whick in June, ho amomcement has yer Egypt has moved abead in this are2  exnment in sesting financial and ec- Cenixal Bank of Egypt and the Cap~ w%mmﬁmmm e L
means that banks will attemps to been made as lo which bank will g0 becanse the govemment is cOon- opomic strategies. Moreover, ac-  ital Macket Authorty. vatisation by  the - goverument -duing 1998, Gl R
raise their efficiency and, accord- first, or the form of privatisation to  vinced that this was in the econ- cording to Zaki, public sector bauks _Howevu,tbaemoﬂmsmﬂ!e. ﬂm the remaining compapies are’the wine pro- F
ingly, diis will lead to beter per-  be adoprod. omy's best inferest. In fact. 8- help the goverment by fmding idustry who do not share his | gucer Janacklis, the Nile Hotal, San Stefano Hotel, oL
formance 23 measmed by profits, Ismail Hawsan, CBE pgovemar, cording to Mohieddin, the major patiopel projects — such as  views. One banker who spoke on . Misr for .Studios and -Cimema Prodncton, ° El- B
TEUwT OO0 eguity, retwn on income had announced that as.soon as the  goverament has gone beyond IMF  the development of the New Valley condition of anonymity, failed to Shm:fmhwhﬂlsmdﬂze)&umﬂCompany O :
and return on assets. bill is passed by the People’s As- recommendations in muany parts of — and as a result, “their names at- 5¢¢ the wisdom belind privat- Papu- -
Moh:eddmsandthatﬂmenswnt sembly, the government will pro-  the economy. tract other investors™. isation. “Banks do not aeed to priv- - " S R Lo C
l:h hsucfe?ucnne w%x?\g ﬁwvﬂ&mﬂec&:aystoseﬂ Others were not convinced by Zaki believes that this role will no ansemmt:;s:ﬂ:mfmdsﬁo : oL oo ot
ere are a few baoks controflic make the actnal offer. govemment argoments. Among  longer be possible in the presence can easily cheap Joans from o o
tbe market, its assets and fiquidity ~ Mohieddin expects the announce-  those is Elassan Abbas Zaki, former  of unlimited foreign ownemhip of intemational donor organisations. - Market repoﬂ e T . N
— “is not the competitive stmcume  ment of the chosen bank 1o be made  minister of the economy. In Zaki’s banks. He stressed that Besides, banks suifer excess Niquid- ‘o
we are after.” before the year's end. opinion, the government néed not  shomld ion of banks tzke ity and do not need the extra - o -
Mohieddin said that since the A statement issued by Minister of sell state-owned banks to improve place, it should be limited to mg" : ' s Of R
is shiving to raise in- Bconomy Youssef PBovtros-Gbal  their performance. He believes that  tians. He also said that none of the  Moreover, be said that the public |9I'IS recovery : i -
vestments from the private sector to makes it clear that “not all public the expertise needed to tum public  buyers shonld own more than five ~banks’ has been low . l’
70 per cent, “private sector com- sector banks will be sold at once, sector banks around can be bought, cent of the bank And above all, and i jent becaase they operate | ﬁIECAPI’I‘ALMAREFMedmsofmm £ LLER -
tribution to the beoking sector and that the process of selling 2 and that poor performence should believes that since the govem- according to a 40-year-old law last week A major factor driving the Bpsurge was the .
should not be less than that.” but, he  bank woold require some tGme in  not be used a5 a pretext t0 allow ment will be experimenting with which has been subject to only mi- .hgﬂ;yptmgewhmhmndem@kmmeab Iy,
added “we camnot incresse private  order to complete the investigation foreigners to control the Egyptian  privatisation of the smallest of the . nor amendments over the years, wactive. Tnvestment fapds retonened to. the -market as b
sector participation without re- with doe diligence, 10 cany out the  economy. “We should dink twice four bamks, it should increase the- Also, public banks are weighed buyusaﬂetﬂmrmngﬂ'smvmdmdleﬂﬁdof My e
ducing public sector share. valuation process, the detailed legal  before selling any of our national bank's capital, rather than sell off down by their size apd by the huge mwmm:;mnmdma B e
Moreover, he pointed out that the  set up and other required pro- bapks,” he argued. jts ghares, responsibility they have towands - ‘the beginning of the wéek. . - - Yn o .
existence of public sector entitics cedures.” The statemeat aiso stress- Zaki is concerped that Ffting the  Zaki mentioned that stadying oth- mpomgthemmaleoommy ) Amdmsw*&ssaFaﬂu,mm_gmgdnecMofEl- LT
ince ing was _stimnla, o :
“'Members of the’ committee decided o Tesort o imder- Mo
- wum:whenaﬁ'umgpubliccompnnmfousale.Un— e
- derwritess. evaluate the offesiiig aind promoté it, with a : W
.  commitment to cover nnsubacrbed shares,. The pres- b,
The earth is getting warmer and Egypt is among the nations engaged in a heated search for : gof mumu;mmwm my o
| a fair value, company’s future per- e L
clean sources of energy. Sherine Nasr attended a conference that addressed different options & i _ T,
- : : Dmngﬂxemhng.ﬂlewmmmsdammm LT
The search for clean sobrces of energy is not  cember,” commeated Ambassador Gihad  versity, three main sectors will be affected by  hospitals, schools, factories and even house- " capital requiremént for newly established underwriters | Srgn
new. The first attempt dates as far back as MambuofmeEgypﬁmmmeo- chmancchange.agncnlme.wﬂerandcoast holds,” he said. . ofLEIMmﬂEon_Faﬂnpmmedomthattbuemal- s
1839, when Briton Williama Grove invepted to, Japan. “Not 2 single article was agreed  al resomrces. “The distibation map of differ- The replacement of car engines is g -| xeady four undervriling compantes v the - Egyptian < e,
thetechmqueofpwodmnselemmyms upon unti] the last day of the conference,” be  ent crops is expected to changs in the coming  the most advanced application of this - |~ capital market,'but becanse their capital is. below the . b
natoral elements. “Of course, enviropmental  added. . : decades. Yet, nothing bas been donc 10 en- nique. Mercedes, for example, has already - ] - minimum requiremet, their role. has been: so far limit- o
safe!ywasmtonhnsmdwhenhemvmmd The reason, as it appears, was that huge bance the awareness of farmexs,” said EI-Raii.  manufactared 100,000 cars using fuel cell in- . ﬁ_Mmmmgmmfwa : wee T
his technique,” said Emad El-Sharkawi, chair- maofﬁxmguﬁmmdu@dbym- _An interesting, yet alanming stody by Egyp-  stead of gasoline. Ford bas followed smt. -~ * ] peziod of time after sul i om clo ) T
man, of the Egyptian national commitiee of | pations. “The amoumt i over- fian expents predicted what would become of El-Shagkawi referred 10 mm Amexicon study - - Cmsdemmmmtmd:m‘bmsahmes . Tig o °
the World Ezergy Council (WEC). whelming to the extept that it was pot ot all  the porthesn coast in case the'sea level rose by  conducted jn 1997 revesBng that foel ceil - served ious - o
The issus of clean energy gained new di- mentioned during the conference,” said Madi. halfameue.“f-.‘.verynngha@ectofhfewﬂl electricity production will xise 1o 250 gega .- employees as_another mistket .coeigiser. CIB i,
mensions after it became clear that the use of  Although it was finally adopted, the proto- be affected including bare soil. wetands, watts in the coming decade if the price of pro- , | 250, aanoupced ‘duat:it will adopt & néiw plan o - Mg, 5
fossil fuels, the most common type of em- wlwnhgzggyimperfeu.asnfaﬂedmad- toutism, jobs avd services. The loss is cs-  dacing one kil watt s $1,000, “This meaas * - |  VOrsify i camings base toxedaoe the impact of the tax - T
ergy, has a direct impact on giobal warming.  dress cases of non-compliance. “There is no  timated in the billions,” said El-Raii_ that we. are talking aboar $250 billiga i fn- .~ | 12W amendments: The plan inclides expanding CIR’s it
Last week, Egyptian and American experis anicle to determine what kind of penalty 1w Foel cell, a pew technique for producing vestments on the intemnational market in the =" nerwork branches, introducing new activities, soch as AT
ga:hetedmCan‘otod:scussﬂleeﬁeaof impose on countries that fail to meet their ob- elmatyandwamnhougbrbechmu]m— next Sve years,” he commented, ; * securiiies- depository imd - bookkeeping.. sid &5~ . g E.
greenhouse gas on global warming and on in~  ligations to reduce greenhouse gas emis- teraction of oxygen and hydrogen, was de-  Thres fuel cell buses have been given ™ |  tablishing wh affiliated brokerage firm. These amend- -
dnsuyandlhepotenualmusemeenmon- sions,” said Madi. Yet, the Kyoto protocol is  scribed by El-Sharkawi as the most efficicnt  Egyptasa by the Global Eavironmental .| wmenis were discassed in a meeting. between CIB of- e
mmﬂywywe;:mmmm. believed to be the firt concrete pact ad-  energy prodoction technigue for the coming  Facility ( ®). “These will serve as models |- ﬁmmmdmwrmm- P
Egypt among dressing global waming. Compared 1o other techmiques o examine operational costs and main- = - ) et ™
US initiative to thelmpactofcl.!manc For its part, Egypt established a “climatic ofpmducmgeleﬂnmy fuel cell is cheaper, tepance problems in an Egyptian context," he = | - MWWMW of- :,l,:'
changes on le indnstries,” said Ib- change unit” o work closely with ndnstries more compact and definitely more environ- . sajd. T ¥ £ithe pnblm R m,i"‘-ua_
rahim Abdel-Gelil, executive director of the that affect ciimate. “To switch to lead-free mentally friendly,” seid El-Sharkawi. More important is the fact that the new tech-.. *|. . 22508 Of the stans-cwmed contractibg éompany, Mokh- £
Egyptian Environmental Affsirs Agency fuel and patarsl gas, and 0 promote re-  The technique was developed and wilised migue will enhance the ose of renewable ep- . - L - tar, Torahim, shiows that the LE132 million offefing was ) Wl
(EEAA), newable energy sources such as solar and  timoogh the Apollo programme, conducted by ergy i Egypt. “We are carrying oot experi- ] ©°Vered. The offéding comprises 20 per ceat of the b N RN
It was only in 1995 that major industrial na- wind power, are the main mitigaicen tech- NASA In Egym, it has been applied to &  meats to hydrogen using solar " company's equity.. Market sources. say that while local g T
tions decided to adopt & protocol to reduce miques Egypt followed to reduce the green- small-scale project for sewing in the villige epergy,” said El-Sharkawi. Creating a market .- dﬂnmdwasweahtheoﬁmgmwmdﬁya. N T
greenhonse gas emissions responsible for glo-  hovse gas effect,” said Abdel-Gelil. of El-Basaysa_ . where fuel cell is in demand is another aim of bnoylmArahdemmd. e : Wl
bnlwaunmg"Noolherpmmmlhasbeendn— According to Mohamed El-Rail, professor  “Electricty produced by foel cell is epor-  the training cowrse carxied out by GEF i . . ) R Hag, T i
bated more than Kyoto signed jast De- of environmental physics at Uni- moos, and the eclmique cen be applied o Egypt. : . Ed'ltedbyGhadamn )
i % - ) .
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- Ply skim over it as they do other news

ems, or were there- those.
" h whic asked

mwhnt:sﬂnsmdowmemand”

what benefir will it |

4 |

- e | fmﬂmnr;:_mﬂof%w 1913 " chairmian. =This is. 2 major [ ] (e Although he
b N o ) secretary of the ; Pasha, the step forward in the advance- |- h
Whey ., l MNMM@MWMhﬁ. mentot;;c andthe |, 27 - was the sec-
E‘"’" " T the beacfit-of the Egyptian public, and mmmm’“jm“‘m%ﬁ: — = retary of the

. s o . g lmt%:tplotoflandfurabuﬂd-. hope thar this Council of
- R 5 1o house 1 oo ek be-  WAll serve 1 ransfofin the Ministers, ‘Ahmed Zaki folt @ civic
LTw - | &Fﬂﬁewethefchowledmi;m. ministration ;mmh responsibility  of no less im-

- o f e edhon BTG peols by e puble  portance than his post. He tied
e ) A . 1o instil in'his countrymen the im--

-portance - of education
" knowledge . through books. His
‘vast-private collection of books
‘went ‘public — made available
first to the Nationa! Library, then,
whén: faore space was needed,
in & new building built on land he
owned and. donated 1o. the gov-
. _.emment It 'was' A-Ahram’s fer-
vent ‘wish that Zaki's love of
books would permeate all walks
of life in the country. From re-
ports published by Al-Ahram, Dr
-Yunan Labib Rizk tells the
story- of .the ireasure Zaki be-
. queathed to his people

and

Itwasnot!ongbeforeZak:shome.
located near Abdin Palace, was no long-

. er able to accommmodate hig enormons
- agguisition. In order to find more suit-

*. able housing-for his collection and in

order to benefit otbers. he approached
the minister of education in 1910 with
the aim of obtaining a special wing for
bis ¢ollection in the National Library.
. dering that year the date of birth of the
Almed Zaki collection in the library,
available to the public from 4.00pm to
midnmight, .

In effect, Zaki's donation revived an
old Arab Islamic custom. Over the
course of Arab Islamic history in Egypt,
the owners of significant privaie li-
braries felt it their duty to
make their collections available 10 oth-
ers in the service of the advapcement of
knowledge and science. .

'I‘hemtphasemthehlstoryofﬂ:e

- Ahmed Zaki library was its ‘transition
from a private collection. albeit housed
in a public building, to national public
. property. This transition was reconded
. in Al-Ahram on 11 Aogust 1913 in the

_ - form of a letter from the minister of ed-
- 'umontotheprnnemnﬂsmr “As Your
. :Bxcellency is awsre,” the letter said,
* “Abmed Zaki, ‘the secretary of the
an in- -

“Council of Ministmers, possésses
valnable library in which be has ac-

curnulated a vast selection of rare and

. priceless Arabic literary works as well as

an abundance of Enropean works which
cover all fields of science and the hn-
manities. The owner of this collection
has expressed his desire to make it avail-
able to the public and to facilitate access
to it. In order to help him achieve this
loftya:m I put the matter to the Council
of Ministers in the session held on 24
October 1910." The council approved to
grant permission to Ahmed Zah 1o
house his works in an i
in the National Library. It also chm'ged
the minister of education to take all
measures necessary to augment the pob-
lic benefit from this collection, par-
ucu]aﬂyas:tpertamstorewvmgmb

heritage.

“'I'heMm!stryofEdncauonhasdone
all in its power to provide the appropriate
facilities in this room, furnishing it with
hghhng.waterandatelephone It is saill
open to the public daily and stodents and
scholars continue to frequent it and to
profit from it greatly.

“lntheiuterverﬁngyenrs.AhmedZaki
bas spared no effort In expanding the
scope of his collection, through the pur-
chase of numerons publications and
man| . to the extent -that the room

. manuscripts
is no Jonger able to accommodate his

many successive acquisitions. The own-
er has, therefore, decided to add another

philanthropic deed to his
ity. He_ has re-

land and the brildings on it
be dedicated In rust 10 st~

WjUSH WesEy SuopBIsN|
?
B

Al-Ahram was quick to
praise the council’s approv-
al to “relocate the collec-
tion of the meticulous
scholar Ahmed Zaki Pasha
to the new location that is
cumrently being constructed
to house it on the land
which he has donated for
this " The pews-
paper then launched a cam-
paigm of acclamation for
Ahmed Zaki’s muanificence.
Beneath the headline, “The

ap- . National Library Up 0 {he. s Ziki Library: a comerstone
poc in the foundation™, Al-

Ahram outlined the lessons to be
Jearned from this great philanthropist.
It opened by asking, “What is it that
lifts nations and leads them to ad-
vancement? What releases wnations
from their fetters and guides them to
prosperity and the ranks of elevated
nations?” The answer is forthcoming:
“With books alone, and nothing but
books, -we can attain oor goal and

ing to fruition our aspirations. In
books alone lies the answer te our
progress or to our backwardness.
Books alone hold the key to our ad-
vancement, our ability to catch up with
and match those nations that preceded
us.” Al-Ahram, therefore, hoped that

the Ahmed Zsaki ‘syndrome’ would .

to others because libraries are
the font of edncation and refinement.”
. It continpes, “In civilised countries,
pot a single village lacks a library for
its inhabitants’ amusement and to make
better use of their spare time. Indeed,
any one nation in Europe might well
possess no less than 50,000 pubiic 1i-
braries.” The newspaper lamented the
fact that this was not the case in Egypt

“which only has two public libraries,
-onemCa.u'oandtheothermA.lex-

andria.”, Moreover, “for the longest
mnethelibmrymCan'oremamedhtﬂe
more than a large warehouse for books
until the industrious minister Hishmat

| Al-Ahram' ADiwan of contemporary life

Pasha restored it to the function for
which it was originally intended. As for
the Alexandria library, it was con-
structed more for 10 vannt its ex-
istence rather than for it to serve Egyp-
tians.”

To address this shoricoming, Al-

specifi ageneuesthat o gotl:ﬁ
ment entrust ific ies wi
task of creating public libraries. While
orban and provincial chiefs constructed
public gardens, “it has never occurred
1o a single one of them o dedicare him-
seif to the establishment of a library for
the people.” The newspaper then urged
the creation of a public library in every
provincial itat and in every urban
district. One of the agencies it thought
could undertake the task was the High-
er Institme of Leaming Club. “Is this
instimtion, which counts a large body
of erudite individnals among its men-
bers, incapable of instinsting 2 fumd-
rising campaign, the proceeds of
which would be allocated to the found-
ing of public libraries?” it asked. “Can
not the Coptic Patriarchy gather togeth-
er the many old and valuable mano-
scripts it possesses, honse them in a
single edifice and make them available
10 the publicT”

One of the more delightfal comments
of praise came from Dr Rashid Saada,
a prominent Syrian intellectual living
in Egypt and a close friend of Zaki. In
a letter to Al-Ahram on 16 August he
wrote: “Abhmed Zaki is short and
stocky with a gleam in his eyes thai ex-
udes intelligence. His library is filled
with rare books. I have seen for myself
volumes of which there exist only one
or two copies in the world. We spem
some glorious moments together in this
library which, to us, was a paradise of
literature where we could simply roam
from one delicious fruit to the next.”
To Saada, Zaki was the paragon of al-
tuism. In dedicating his vast collection
to the Egyptian nation, “his generosity
outstripped that of Roosevelt. Roose-
velt only bestowed to his country the
surfeit of his riches whereas Ahmed
Zaki gave the nation all the wealth be
possessed.” ;

Certamnly the who
such a precious gift merited a statue to
commermorate him. at least in the opin-
ion of one Al-Akram reader. Yet, while
the proposal never reached the light of
day, the Ahmed Zaki collection re-
mainexd mtact over the years as tes-
timony to the service he performed for
his comntry. And today. scholars still-
consult these invaluable works in their
present housing in the Egyptian Library
on the Comniche.

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His- |}
tory Studies Centre. §

- : ?Didweses 8 opinions and” effects, wrote
- » _-mofpeopleawarao the significanice  that - most~ of Zaki's jour-
2 of this act? It is our concern that nalistic ‘writings found thejr’
= ! tians received the news with lesscareand  way 1o . the of Al
-: . &;cmuonthanndesmed_Thepubhcm Ahram_ When i travelled
L T : - Uie provinces was no doobt preoccupied,  to London in 1892, the news-
; as nsual, by the cough of its provincial paper pablished chaptérs of
b _ ! director, the cold of the police commis- chronicles of that visit
h ; smnuandl.lr.mamageofth e precinct - “Since then, his contact with
amny o ! chief of police. As for those we call the that venersble ~newsp:
“‘l":_- o : intelligentsia, they undoubtedly are ‘en- i ingly: close- and
L. i E:ssed in Katkub Effendi’s article on it continued to publish-his ar-
S e . i of the earth and heavens, ticles until the final years of
S ! Zammmsodemcamclmoums his Hfe.” It is ittle. wonder,
e o | and litters, a debate between two writers  therefore, that Al-Akram 50
e u j on a subject of little consequence or  ardently censured the lack of
... ez i -those intejlectnal matches  concemn for Zaki's gift to the
o+ Lo t of which the writers of our day and age nation. -
i = : are so fond of.” " Of course, Al-Ahram was
m"‘""" . L QI . Al-Ahram readers wonld have been fa- also guided by less personal
PO - ! -miliar with Zaki, who had already made wotives. Scholars. and -re-
e s DUMEToNs on the pews- searchers who frequent the
w;‘-m- - pearedms pagm“m.ﬂln 1908 his name
- Y- . y in.connection with the present are only foo aware .
- - ; newly formed Egyptian University. Zaki, of the enormous valne of two of its ma-
o apm : one of the most active people to bring  jor collections 1o it: the Ah-
. . : “Egypt’s first mniversity into being, be- med Taimour coliection and the Ahmed
T | came the aniversitys and, in  Zeki collection. In an Al-Ahram edition
St e | this capacity, continued to fight for ac-  of the summer of 1913, weleamsome—
& T v [ C - On mumerons occa- ﬂ:mgofﬁehmoryofthelauer
- - | snmsheapml_edmpohtm]mesto tion. Aecordmg to . El-Gumd: the
- - ! legd_moreasastance.tothewwm— “'Sheikh Arabism™ beg,an ac- .
U ” g stitution. cumulahnghlslibrarym 1883, “in the ..
- N _ : _ Zaki appeared again two mlazerin_pmneofhsyomh”l-ﬁssourmsm
T ; connection with the Library and many: varions. book outlets in Cairo:
his efforts to “revive Arabic literature™, - gifts to him from his brother, a noted in-
e« : as Al-Akram put it. On this occasion, the  tellectual in his own right; school and
- » -newspaper poblished a letter by then academic prizes. His keemness for
. p J
. - Prime Minister Said Pasha booksalso tock him to a rather original
: praising Zaki for “the more than 20 years  route: he woukd scour the col-
be has dedicated to spreading knowledge'.  umns of the newspapers in search of de-
and his unceasing efforts 10 i t. ceased owners of private Hbraries -
! the reforms necessary for the revival of whose estates were being liquidated. As -
: Arzbic sciences and literamre.” The - his collection testifies, this route proved
i minister then secured the approval  an ample source of rare books and mam-
: of the Council of Ministers for the alloca-  nscripts. .
i ton of funds to publish several en-  Zakj eamned the “Sheikh of Arabism”
) i works, several of which were  title from his vast collection which con-
- compiled by Zaki himself. Zaki was also  tinnes to serve as a primary resource for -
. nemnted for the post of director of the  all disciplines of Arab and Islamic scho-
: Royal Library. His nomination was re-.  lasticism. In bailding up his library, he .
! - jected by the Gernian government, which followed in the footsteps of the great
' .. had signed a protocol with the classicists of the an  en-
' o i t entitling the Germans to ad- lightenment, & movement which dem-
i wunstertheibrary, - . - . . . « onstrared that one of the best means to
i : - In nesponse, the " national i i 0" cull from’ the
- ' uemdtheSnplmComl forthe Roy- ‘depths of and Tevive the pation’s Titer-
i al Library and appomwd Zaki as 1S a!yandmlhmﬂhmmge.
_ ) : - — a—
: Donation given to GhadaAﬁﬁHospltal Ih-ﬁm
THE EGYPTIAN National Insurance Company pzid the second part
of ks donation {(LE25,000) to Ghada Affi Charity Hospital for Emer-
: * gancy Rescus. The donation given by the Naticnal Insurance Com- |
L ; pany came in appreciation of the afforts exerted to build the hospital
o which is the first of its kind in Egypt thai offers emesgency rescue for
- : imee. The National Insuranca Company donated another LE25,000
ey -+ - . ) aspmofﬂseuﬂhuﬁmstomnphbhewoﬂcsonthehosmal
- -0 which wil amount fo one miilion Egyptian pounds before it is In-
LA ST : sugusated. :
- . ) Hazem Nur, board membex of the National Egyptian Company, -
Nl : said the company was kean on fulliling its e in-society a5 an in-
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gards to the insurance
the mechanisms in the

Rotary Club seminar on insurance

THE SACQQARA Rotary Club held a seminar at the Gezira Club
this past week on the topic “Insurance and its Role in Serving the
Naticnal Economy”. The keynote speech, given by Dr Abu El-
Saoud E-Souda, head of Al-Chark insurance

that the forthcoming period would require adaptation to recent
changes taking place in the infernational arena, especially in re-

Co., emphasised

industry. He further noted that the develop-

ment cumently taking place, whether in the area of legisiation or

local markat, wers certain to raise the level

of service in the sector.

It is worth mentioning that El-Scuda racently retumed from the
35th African insurance Organisation’s Conferenca, hald in Ugan-
da. E-Souda was the organisations head from 1897-1998.

AS IT has for the
past six years,

Al-Ahram is ex-
panding its efforts
to organise the

Tth Al-Ahram

Computer and In- .
- formation Tech-
.~ nology Exhibition

(ACITEX),. to be
. held from 36
. February 1999 at
S - the Cairo International Conference
LT ) - _. o n ' Cendra. Beneﬁung from prewous ex-
N : maﬂdmresponsetothe
S wishes of the sponsors and ExhibIors,

= B '_ f ~ An unprecedented
| succcess for ACITEX 98

next year‘s AGITEX will be divided be-
tween exhibits and sales pavilions,
and likewise from among hardware
and software, along with another im-
portant element, namely a special pa-
vilion for the Intemet, not to mention
special pavilions for foreign exhibitors,
who share the belief that ACITEX,
with s mix of outstanding sponsors,
exhibitors and visitors, is one of the
most important exhibitions of its kind.
Likewise, the symposia canducted at
the -Artificial Intelligence Conference
— held at the same time and place as
ACITEX — has generated- much-inter-
est. both locally and abroad.
sponsors and ex-
hibitors praised Al-Ahram

| | "ArabLandBank@

B Deposits - Credit - Investment

Organisation’s efforts for
a successful ~ exhibition
and conference, which
highlighted - the. Egyptian
advances. and contribi-
tions to the fleld. .
Among the. factors con-
tributing to ACITEX's suc-
cess the annuai support
is received from AMAC. in
tabulating visitor survey
cards which aré ben-
eficial to sponsors and
exhibiing companies in
determining their .- mar-
kehng goals.

It is expected that the
results of this survey will
be made _available to

of the 7th ACGITEX."

— . ) - ; uarters: TS'Gamea:tAl-?aw_a]:.
T R Hea:?_ ya St Moharidessin _

For more information
’ ‘contact: tel. 3391 071 fax
1] 3841866. -
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sponsors and participants. -

DURING 1he Iast hundred years,
Egypt's history has been character-
ised by numerous political and ec-
onomic developments. Throughout
that pericd, the National Bank of
Egypt (NBE) has played a leading
role in the economic arena and sus-
tained is position as one of the main
pillars of growth. NBE was founded

* by a decres from Khedive Abbas

Helmi, issued on 25 June 1898, with
a capital of £1 million to start opera-
tion from Its head office in Cairo.

. Since its establishment, NBE was

empowersd with the authoriy to is-
sue bank notes in addition to han-
dling the government’s banking activ-
ities and conducting the business of
commercial banks.

- NBE developed iis operafions and
functions it the 1850s when it was
empowered with the authorities of
the Central Bank unti fts na-
tionalisation in the early 1960s.
Since then, it cortinued its operation
as a commercial bank, besides pro-

Compu Camp Summer °98

COMPU Camps — Summer '98 — is the
pioneer computer camp in Egypt. Com-
pu Camp Integrates ouldoor activities
leaming adventure.
Campers will have the chance 1o leam
and practice, under full-ime supervision,

the most commonly-used Microsoft ap-
" plications (Windows 95, Word, Access,
Excel) plus Internet and Web page de-
sign tools, all in a simpflified programme
made just for them, “Kids '98 Applica-

with computer

tions”.

. The camp experience will help chil-
dren mature socially, .emotionally, in-
tellectually and physicaliyl A positive
environment and trained counselors
will help them build self-estoem, self- labyri
reliance and a sense of community
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'vidingmeCentralBank'sammesm

areas whare the latler had no
branches,

That was followed by the merger of
commercial banks to be confined to
four banks on 1 July 1872 At that
time, NBE specialised in banking ag-
fivities relating to foreign trade, in ad-
dition to other banking transactions
besudes handling savings certit-

Throughout its hundred years of
operation, NBE played an oul-
standing role in stimulating economic
and social-davelopment 2li along the
differant phases of the Egyptian
economy, Gonsequently, NBE has
sustained its pioneering position on
the top of the Egyptian banking sys-
temn and its prominent status on both
the Arab and international levels,

The 100th anniversary of NBE
was crowned with outstanding per-
formance. The balance shest re-
corded LE57bn, the highest among
commercial siate-owned banks.

adults.

inth of
4187103, 41811481719,

— tools that will enable children to
become capable and contributing

In addition to the computer skills, we
offer sports, games, toumaments and
lots of excitement with highly qualified
and specialised instructors.

Our camp will be conducted from 1556/
1998 till 24/6/1998 in El-Gouna Village,
in surroundings reminiscent of Upper
Egyptian architecture. The camp is situ-
ated on the man-made island of Kafr EI-
Gouna right in the centre of the Red Sea
resort of E-Gouna, 20km north of Hur-
ghada. El-Gouna sporls international ho-
tels, villas and villagas, surrounded by a

Daposils amounted to LE45bn
againgt total investmenis of
LE44bn. Such achievements were
fusied by the sound distribution of
its branch network comprising 343
domestic banking units. This, in ad-
dition to NBE's intemnational pres-
ence via the Nationai Bank of
Egypt International, Ltd, London,
and the Representative Office in
Johannesburg, South Africa, as
well as its 1.300 comespondents
worldwide. NBE also has equily
stakes in the Arab American Bank,
New York, and the African Export
and Import Bank.

These achievements have encour-
aged the Bank to break through the
field of soficited rating. As a result,

hand, NBEwastheonbeanktobe
assigned a D rating by Moody's in
terms of financial strength, against
the E rating given to other state-
owned banks.
Furthermore, the classification of
the fardamed speciafised inter-
national pesiodicals pleced NBE first
among its peers, the third, in terms
of total assets, amongst the Arab
banks and the 312th amongst the
top 1,000 intemational banks. This,
in tum, reflects the outstanding de-
velopment of NBE's activities during
the last few years.

Standard &

Poor's has

assigned
NBE the in-
vastment
grade equal
to the sove-

A wsekly update on the NBE Securitios Market Index
trom 25 May to & June 1986

National Bank of Egypt

The NBE Indax has decreased by 7.74 poinis 1 register
30364 poinis for tha week ending 4/6/1998 againsl
311,38 poirgs for the week ending 28/5/1998
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War cannot solve anything A move to permanent-status negotiations could well prove to the Palestinians’ advantage, writes John Whitbeck - _ _ N no ¢?
. M 1
sudden outbreak of war between Ethiopia and Eri- - ’ r
-tll:‘eh: is indeed & very unfortunate developngnt for Af- Israel and the US are urging the Palestinians 1o dary adjustments. The only third alternarive is - These are not easy choices for Israel, but they mﬂ# pmm“s;fmﬂm _ 0 -
rica, Beside the various historic and cultural links be- move now 0 permonment-statns lalks, without g 1k i . must be made if reconciliation — and peace and s negotiating positions'and objeptives are - e
tween the two neighbouring staies, Ethiopian Prime | worying aboul Jsrael’'s non-compliance with its  "If Israel chooses a democratic, pon-racial security for Israchis and Palestinians —areever  Z¥.8 "0E 0 Sls srvernationat law and mi- cs
Misister Meles Zeua and Errean Presidea Isaizs AT o e b o cxporionce, ek ayiming Dol . S0 lorac) pectors 8 twoeniate cohn o B B onjouaniazs could sppeal o all alis versal standards of justice, ethics ““"a m"””""’ :- : :
eworhwerzmm%mﬁbt;gb:f?gmﬁ:;fg; m:lnndtheUSwantuiemtodnmmbebadfor :nustrnaketgvmoorherchnioes- . that the land both  Israelis and Palestinians madeoR::.m‘y fhem == 5
e bgm ths WO h:cl?alsod o the them, the Palestinians are resisting. Palestine could accept either to divide sov- -Io\reun shared, that both Israelis and Pal- loudly. dw{ymnml ble.lhemfﬂﬂ!ﬂ!l o )
smcer?u;:ooperaum;&twe:n 19393 w Focusing now on the fundamentol permanemt-  ereignty in Jerusalem, the capital of Palestine as " estinians must win or both will continue Iv lose, - E_"‘"“‘f ”“ﬁmﬁmﬁ am : g -,
and e mumm model for status issues, however, could serve both Pal-  well as of Israel, in accondaoee with the clear and that there must be a common destination at ‘:hm l:hcn:lwouldatiaﬂbe- . I
Zenawi and Afewo T b i brine their people |  Cstinian national interests and the cause of peace  position in_iniermarional law that all which both peoples wonkl be satisfied to arrive- mmm%mmmm E N :
Aftican leaders who are trying hard lo pece if the Palestinians could st the agenda througlra  East Jeruselem is occupied erritory, or 1o share. _Such an appeal wonld scrve the cause of pence  flear i (o8 RIS VL 0 B P .
both prosperity and democracy after the plagues of dic- public appeal for peace. They could argue that  sovereignty over an undivided Jerosalem, with-" | in at least three significant ways. R is easy, in- has nothing movs through incom- ' B
tatorship, famine and the many other hardships that have | ey refuse to permit the failure of the greatest in the current monicipal boundaries unilaterally - deed amtomatic, for Israelis to reject any Pal- hmem@tfﬁahc:ndm:hsmum o . ..
afflicted the Third World in recent decades. opportunity in 50 years 1o achicve peace with fixed by lsracl, as a “condominium™ which -estinian position without offering 2 viable al-  piele good 1999 1o affirm ihe' mimor v ' ' )
All these bopes, however. were shattered by the out- some justice. They could also recogmise the fact  would be the one and indivisible capital of two'  ternative. It would be much ‘more difficalt o Wwait until I\gagm e . :
break of war. At a time when most members of the that the enormous imbalance of power does oot  sovereign states. In either case, the enrre city reject both of two alternatives, each of which ‘h"m"lgssmde 1sedbyover!m:' . T
world community are endeavouring to establish mech- permit them fo cbtain their rights under inter.  should afford free access to all Israelis and all  wounld gppear extremely reasonable (indeed gen- Noverober af that umm tlie Palestinian - -
anisms for regional cooperation to improve the living national law or tmpose their prefercnces 4s 10 Palestinians. mus)mlheeyesofwoﬂd(andevcnm) ms‘z’“ in 1967 (inchuding those "
standards of their peaples, the slightest dispute in Africa how 2 just and durable peace can best be built. Palestine could accept that ail Istasli settlers - public opinion. A choice between a one-state ol oeca pwdm“) et md"dm apply for foll mémber L .
mgge:sawarPeaneandsmbm:ymkeyfmorsmany They should appeal 1o the Israclis to choose  cumrently living in Palestine, as well as their de- andatwo—smtesoluuonmﬂdmakeubbnd ] for palestine at the United Nations. Pal- S
process of economic development, particularly in our between the only principled altematives. They  scendants, should have & right of permanent res-  ingly clear that, by contiming 10 réject a Pal- . Stalus lor oy . Lo i
continent. As long as wars continue to break out, we | could pledge 1o work with Isreel. not simply 16 idence — on the ¢lear understanding that they . estinian- state, lsrsel woﬂdbechomngapan emewmﬂdbedmngsowhﬂehommlg the W R
must inevitably continue to reiterate these principles. drag out a never-ending peace “process” but 10 would be legal residents of a foreign stte, sub-  heid. It would increase the pressure oo Israel to moral and the legal high groend and in-a con- - . ST
African leaders, who concloded their 34th summit in ac%y nchlideve |:veac:e._t'l o jectto ﬂleno:l-dlscnnuna:m'yﬁ_l.::sofr.hatsm:e. z%ept MI: Mmm is-both inevitable wﬂ;tpg;lmpﬂﬁmﬂd intermational sytnpaﬂzy. _md_ . Y
agadou rkina mpongd] could accept either 2 one-state or a with no Tights arisi race, religion desirab) to do 50 soon. ; : - ot :
Sglu'eed o %Ba"umia::'gﬂe&ﬂaﬁ;: in an a;_y. state solution. In a one-state solufion, the entire  or nuzem andghvnl.h non% ammy of oc- Tt would be difficult to reach a Palestinian con- If Palestine were 2 UN member staie, the end -
termpt 1o seitle their dispute. The will be: dis- territory of the former Palestine Mandate would  cupation on® Palestinizn soil. Ifnhowever. sensus on all these fundamental issues, and, if of:heocmpwmwldmlmsﬂbﬁ'm___ :
agreept but do mot fight. The air raids the belligerent be a single democratic siate, fres from any form m}sﬂﬂonofgeammquuestheanmxmoncf reuched.suchapmuonmu]dthen.almostaer- tion of “whethes™ bot stmply of “when™. If UN "
hanged Last week proved that t of discrimination based on race or religion and  further Palestinian lands, Palestine couid be  tainly, be rejected by lsrael simply because iris ~ membership were applied for i such circue- -
e o s ?dﬂ Her the mnf?gen o with equal rights for all who Jive there — a true * willing to negotiate cessions of Pelestinian land . the Palestinian position. By, publicly appealing  SIances, US President Bill Clinton. with no. ' -
vilians. oot armed soldicrs, suffer most trom any democracy. In a two-state solution, Jsrael would  bordering Israel with the objective of wens-  to Israel to choose between different approaches . more elections to abogt. an cye.on his - .
hostilities. continue fo exist within its internationally rec-  ferring the least possible land including the * to the fandamental peace. issues, each of which  place i history, and fully aware that even his
President Hosni Mubarak. in statements made 0n | gniseq borders, and Palestine would continue 1o largest possible number of settlers — on the would be ‘potcatially acecptable to Palestinians, ~ Wife supports Palestinian suichood, might weil ¢ _
Sunday, advised the two countries: “Fighting will 20t | exjst within that small portion of the former Pal-  clear undersianding that any cessions of Pal- & long, difficult and ulrimarefy useless process of  act in a wise and décent way —.in the best in- .
solve the problems. Negotiations and negotiations | estine Mandate occupied by Israel in 1967, sub-  estimian land to Isracl woald be matched by ces-  seeking a Palestinian consensus on these jssues  terests of America, Israel, Palestine and peace. - - )
alope can solve dispates. We have a long experieace | ject only 1o a mutnally accepiable formula for  sions of Jaraeli land to Palestine and that all set-  could be rendered iranecessary. | . .
in this field. sharing sovereignty in Jerusalem (the only pan  ders living in sewlements not transferred to - If a comntry’s negotiating imd ob-  The wriler is an international laveyer who com- .
of the Palestine Mandate where sovereignly Israeli sovercignty would ther be pmrnpdy re- jectives are completely contrary to international ~ ments frequendy on the 1-7’4‘"‘1' alestinian
claims currently ovevlap} and to reciprocal boum~-  patriated to Israel. law and oniversal standards of justice. ethics and ~ peace process. : - .
- ) . . Ll R -
Al-Ahram Weekly Education and the Israeli challenge [Tocrant fimes
g::o":'i‘:_“c‘r';::e BRI e “':_:'“;":'y"";:]’nz in the second of the two articlas he is contributing 1o the debate over Hussein Kamel Bahaaeddin's,book | BY "al'-“b Mahfouz > B
i Managing Editor Hani Shulkrallah on The Future of Education in Egypt, Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses lsrael's key role in de- . .
- Assistant Editor. Wadie Kirolos termining the features of educational reform throughout the Middie East in general and in Egypt in particular ! T
Assistant Editor. Mona Anis L
- Layout Editor. Samir Sobhi Last week, I wrote that contemporary education  Egypt was rewarded by the summit of the inter- mmotedmrehgmn.mkmandhlsm . z &
- General Manager for Advertising Hassan Hamdi aims not at transforming our brains into dic- nanonal community for making peace with Israel, A showdown with Jsrael is tims mmavoidable, PR
. pRmm— tionaries, but at increasing our ability to master and. larer, for its i condemnation of ~ even in conditions of peace, in the fiekis ] .
our environment and become imaginative think- Iraq's invasion of Kuwsit Thanks to peace, toor- of science, technology and education. As mien- -
ers able to gather, classify, analyse, synthesise ism has flourished in Egypt. Although the tourist- tioned in my previous axticle, knowledge depends oy. . N ) o
and interpret the plethora of data now available.  industry has been the target of terrorist attacks in  not only on objective reality, but aiso on the sub- { i Egypt. as -an ! T
Al-Ahram Offices Only in this way can we develop our creative  recent years, these setbacks have not diminished Jechveperwpuonsof&:emc:pmddmkmwl- Egypuan, and I never had reason : - e
Main office abihties and conquer new vistas. the resolve of the international community tokeep  edge. Accordingly, it is bound to differ according to to believe that Copis were being H - -
AL-AHRAM. ALGalsa St Cairo. Indeed, the issae of developing educational sys-  Egypt's tourism a thriving industry, the specific charactesistics of each society. One | Persecuted - or suffedog  dis- - vt
Telephones: 578 100/5786200/5735300/5 T30 0045786500, Drrect: 5786064 tems in line with the startling scientific and tech- But an economy based on services does not  field whera between Egyptand fsrael iy | crummation.. - .7 - ) - ar
_ Telex: 201X893346 Fa 570089 /5756833 nological achievements of onr time is not a Jux-  create the incentives for developing creative think- to become acute i3 that of the growing shors- Before the 1952 Revolution, S :
! E-mail: weekly @ahram.org.cg mry, but a fupdamental need. Whoever does not mg.Onlyasometyexcelhngmproducuveﬁelds ag of potable water the Middle Bast, a | ‘Copts_ occupicd: magy key posi- - .
i Ove office move forward in the field of education is doomed under conditions of stiff competi- new source of friction that could eventually de- | tions in‘the staie apparams. In
TSeas to move backwards. This is all the more trus in nonanbegmmncl innovative and motivated o imto ‘waterwars’. Shortage of waterword- | Hhose years, the was .
. ! USA the Middle East. where Arab societies have to  establish the infrastructures that can belp maxi- wide prompted French President Jacques Chirac o . & good indicator of the state of e
- Washington DC: Alef El-Ghamri. Al-Ahram Office. Suite 1258, 529 Na- face the Israeli challenge. mise its creative potential. That is not to say that convene a workl conference an water in Paris Iast | Society. The ruling - pirty could -
!, tional Press Bldg, Washingron DC 20p3s: Tel: 4202737212121 ‘The Zionist fathers claimed thar Palestine wasa  Egypt should toru its back on services industties March. During his Jast visit to France, President’ | appoint or remove top officials -
N’:ﬁ“"‘_“ A*rﬂ‘cmﬁ_“ﬁm‘?mmm_mﬁ%"'“& land without a people for a people without aland..  altogether, only that it shoald proceed in amanner  Mubarak delivered ah address before the French In- * [ /88 I saw fit: When the ‘Wafd- .
& . B T e o e gy, 000: Tt 21WT2 ek T | “This statement is obviously absurd, for the land  that will not compromise-its pressing need (o over-  stitnte of International Relations in which he called | -came 1o power, my . Coptic . § )
! Los. . Sorava Abeul Seoud. 600 8. Curson Ave.. 402 LA. CA of Palestine has been inhabited by Arabs through-  come demobilisation and complacency. for'a concented global ffort to find 2 way of dé- " | -Ifends:- d; -/ aEpOunCIng: =
i 00036, USA- Tl 1203857 0941 Fr 121118572084, out recorded history, long before the modem  The challenge represented by lsrsel in the fields - salinating sea waler at competitive prices. Mah: | This is the age of equality.” Per-
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bomb™ is a meaningless sip-
gan, since nuclear tech-
nology is irrelevant w faith
or religion, wealtk or pov-
erty: its exorbitant price is
oot the issue. The devel

meat of nuclear technology
is a maner of political wil],
which reflects a solid do-

" mestic situation, insight inte

nstional, regional and inter-
national challenges, and an
awareress of the need 1o ad-
dress them. This politcal
wili couid be represented in
a uling class composed of a
politically experienced and
qualified elite, as is the case
ir India, 2 politicised mil-
ary clite, as is the case in
Pakistan, or a ruling elite
which combines the two, as
15 the case in Isracl.

The reactions of the five
g;a;nw-m members of the
: ity Council 10 the nu-
clear wsis caried out by In-
dia and Pakiston rendered

.Cemain assumgrions, which

bad underlain the selective
guclear ban policy, null and
void. Most of the world
LOIRIMuBTy, including
Egypt, had been driven to
sign © nuclear non-
proliferation  agreements,
which gave India and Paki-
stan every justfication o
their current policy.

five powers refused to

admit Indiz and Pakistan into
ol

inst

halt the arms race, and left
the issue at that, waking no
farther steps towards achiev-
mg toeal and comprehensive
nuclear disarmament 10 save
hewianfiy from the threat of a
naclear war. India and Pald-
stap -disapproved from the
start of the discriminatory
treaty thar allowed five no-
clear .szates fo monopolise
maciear techaology, leaving a
sizre bke Isract in possession
of melear warheads. while
preventing  other  nations
from acquiring the same ca-
The poclear sUperpOWers
themselves — the US and
Russia — have oot vet ral-
ifiad the START agreements
on symegic disarmament.
They continue to possess ar-
senzls which can destroy hu-

‘Some sm:e-s, which sup-
ban, hoid

be e‘w only from re-
cent convests (o ):he nuclear
But the superpowers
ave cleardy equally deficient
in the self-canszroéid dec-.
parmment. The U n

besitte 1o bomb Hiroshima
and Nagasaki into oblivion,
and has used highly de-

amtikely that the five ouclean

and will it apply to lsel.
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e =SS This week's Soapbox speaker is a lecturer

. ] in commercial liw ar Menoufiva Uni-
g versity and a PhD candidate at King's
College, London.
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R / Legal eagles
NuCIear o L X A ¥, N - Egypt is currently witnessing an unprecedented process of Je-
> N o Je =y . gal reform. Laws that govern and affect economic activities
or not, j)"".*_- K TR <" are being amended or abolished, and several new laws are
& ‘)}._/ : :: 4 - i S b being introdiced. Legal reform is an inevitable consequence
. 7. . -_\4;‘ 5 of the shift towand a market-oriented economic policy. Since
To join the nuclear arms L Lt * . S laws and regulations are the means of implemeating econom-
race or not is no longer a rej- vt -] - Al e % ic policies, the success of our economic transition depends
evant question for Egypt, or L /, Py y '\" largely on onr success in creating a market-friendly legal sys-
the Arab or Islamic coun- r\" -P_p_-rr.__(____ -t temn. Any market economy, no matter how sophisticated,
tries. It is equally futile to L N o . - "'\:-_ . needs laws and regulations in order 1o fimction.
deliberate on whether it was A_ - L . ! Recent efforts at legal reform, however, have resulied in
right or wrong for Egypt andl { |} 1 % 3 the creation of an inconsistent and incobesent body of laws
other Arab stales to sign the b i @E‘\\ N and regulations.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation ! \ In order 10 reciify these inconsistencies, a legal reform
Treaty and the Com- \ commitiee headed by President Mubarak should be es-
prehensive Test Ban Treary (it tablished, bringing together ministries, politicians and con-
in the frst place. The time (1 1 sultants. Among this commitee’s objectives should be the
for such questions is long Eritreaé. 3 " review of the cumrent shoricomings in our legal system and
past. No state today can ven- . /i Cthiopia ) obstacles that hinder the establishment of a healthy in-
ture on its own to build a nu- X e ~ o oA vesiment environment. The commitiee should agree upon
clear reactor from scratch, - ; T general guidelives and a framework to govern the reform
certainly not after the Indjan : d Carad Kt .
and Pakistapi tests, which o {, A w4 A lim of opecessary legal reforms and bills
shack the five nuclear pow- e Flid FFL must also be drawn up. The commitiee
ers wide awake, 'I'henuc]w - i ] 1A, shonid state l:hepl:ioﬁlies of the mfomlpm—
sttes will sorely 1 e/ Y A | | ez, amd st time frame, o that e legal
:gw monopoly -~ SV V. andbnmnmsfommumtycan participate in
their efforts i -~ - e e = dehanngnew aws.
prevent the mmcw&“'g = "2;____ — : The current state of affairs leaves much to
leaking 1o other countries. Z ( — - = be desired and could affect the success of
The idea of the “Islamic % d - = our privatisation programme. An integrated
"_' ) D o vision to govern legal reform is necessary,
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Renovation through globalisation

Globalisation and fundamentalism often seem to be two sides of the same coin, writes Milad Hanna. But atomisation, the en-
dorsement of specificity, and rejection of the other, must eventually lead to tolerance, acceptance and the celebration of diversity

The third part of the Barcelona Declaration, signed
by the L5 member states of the European Union
and the 12 states of the southeastern coast of the
Mediterranean, in addition to the Mediterranean is-
land states, has canght my eye. This part is con-
cemed with participation In social, cultoral and hu-
map affairs, aimed at the enhancement of
understanding among cultres and exchanges
am_I%ng ﬁ@:svﬂ someh;; .

e first paragraph states: “Emphasis of dialogue
andrcspectbctweenculhnesandreligionsisag;-
condition for creating a sense of affinity between
different peoples.™

This article focnses on the conflict between the
two major religions of the signatories of the Bar-
celona Declaration. The evolution of these two re-
ligions, and the similarity between them. will lead
to dialogue, especially within the framework of glo-
balisation. Although this process. can lead .to the
restoration of fondamentafism, dialogue and the m-

formation revolution can lead to cross-fertilisation -

between Christiamity and Islam. This will be the
starting point for cultural convergence, and hence
the discovery and expansion of common grommd.
The discovery of shared traits, in turm, will lead to
acceptance of the other as a means of achieving co-
existence. The is cumulative, and will take
place whenever the aim of dialogue is rapproche-
ment and not the discussion of controversial re-
ligious texts. : .

The Egyptian example of coexistence between
Copts and Muslims may be secn as an effective
model that has been successful in overcoming ob-
stacles. Egyptian Islam affected, and, by the same
token, was affected by, Coptic Chrisdanity. Co-
existence and acceptance of the other have been
possible. By examining this case, it is possibie to
imagine mechanisms and legislation that could pre-
vent the accummfation of individual or collective
frustrations. ]

The most widespread and influential religions in
the world today are Christianity and Islam. Their
cultaral paths, from inception to globalisation, are
similar. Christianity was born almost 2,000 -years
ago. is propagation was slow and steady, and prob-
ably accomplished verbally through the apostles
and disciples of Jesus Christ. The new religion then
spread to varons peoples. When Jews and
embraced the new religion, they posed some le-
gitimate gquestions to the apostles. The answers
took the form of what came to be kpown as the
Episties, which constitute the greater part of the
New Testament, Paal alone wrote 13 of them. They
are considered to be among the most philosoph-
jcally, intellectually and theologically sophisticated
documents of the time. Historical records indicate
that the Epistles preceded the Gospels; they were
written between 70AD and 100AD. Subsequemtly.
the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Lake and John

appeared.

In less than two centories, Christianity spread
like wildfixe. It spread to most of the countries of
Mare Nosirum (now the Mediterranean Sea). The
new faith was fundamentaliss and pore, un-
equivocally stating that “Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called sons of God™.

The history of Christianity, however, is not
wholly glorious, contrary to what some whe seek
to delude their followers would like 10 believe.
Christianity witnessed events and propagated a
creed more acceptable in its carly years than to-
day. These elements include the infallibility of the
Pope and the necessity of absolute obedience to
him, as if he were superhuman; disobedience bears
the punishment of excommunication. lndulgences,
throngh which a place in the kingdom of Heaven
was bought. constitwie another issue which does
not sit easily with the belief systems of today.
Then there is the Inquisition, during which the
Catholic Church put scientisits on trial and some-
times sentenced them to death because their re-
search contradicted scriptare or dogma,

In the past few years. after the disintegration of
the Soviet Union, religion has again become a cul-
tural force to be reckoned with. In parallel, a sin-
gle superpower emerged and the term “global-
isation” was im&o:_‘ed. Some of those who partake
in the Western jstian civilisation of Enrope felt
that the only way of countering the sense of dis-
orientation engendered by globalisation was to re-
tom to “fundamentalism”. They delved inte the
hedtage of the Christian civilisation and remrieved
stories, texts and historical events, whick they
identified as “basic sources™. The proponents of
this new fundamentalism often fitted these lexts
and events into the modemn context of scientific
and technological achievements.

In the Western world, an alliance was struck be-
tween Jewish and Christian fundamentalists. so
that the idea of a Judazo-Christian civilisation be-
came pot only culturally accepiable, but an in-
fluential trend perhaps most strongly onited by its.
two components’ common batred for Islam. New
sects with fimdamentalist roots spread, secking to
retum to the roots of Christian morality, or to pre-
serve “family values”. Most visible in the US,
such groups captured the attenton of the media.
The “Promise Keepers”, for instance, were able to
organise an event last Octeber in which more than
a million individuals participated. The Jehovah's
Witnesses were also rejuvenated. Religious funda-
mentalism, in other words, is not limited 10 EgypL.
Tt is rife in the West, afbeit in different forms.

If we study Islamic civilisation from inception to
glohalisation, we find common aspects with Chris-
tanity, which may be so far-reaching as to con-
stitute an “intellectual system”. Islam started out
as an ascetic, idealised religion. Persecmied be-
cause of their new message, its earliest adherents
engaged in a “holy war", a mission eventually

transformed into 2 religious duty. Their flight to
Madina was also enshrined as one of the pillars of
Islam. The epoch of the Rightly-guided Caliphs
was eventful and rich. But hefore the growth of a
vast Islamic empire during the Umayyad period.
division and strife had broken out. Divisions be-
tween Sunnis and Shi’ites have lasted until today.

Islamic civilisation witnessed recurrent periods
of schism and umification. As was the case for
Christianity, Islam wimessed periods of tolerance
and intellectwal efflorescence, as well as epochs of
tyranny and violence.

There are events and texts in both Islamic and
Christian civilisation that reflect rejection of other
cultures, as well as elements of compassion. em-
pathy and acceptance.

The national liberation movements of the twenti-
eth centuwry opposed modern Western imperialism,
for the most part, and reflected a desire for eman-
cipation and self-determinatjon. Some of these
movements represented a fusion between national
and religious liberation, as was the case of the
Mahdi in Sudan and the Algerian liberation move-
ment.

As globalisation spread throughout the 90s, the
United States, the sole remaining global super-
power, attempted 1o present this process as one of
Americanisation, i.e., the dominance of the con-
sumerjsm and materialism inherept in the “Amer-
ican way of life”.

This trend has mobilised other civilisations in-
cluding the Islamic civilisation. Globalisation in
is crude outward form became a pretext for a re-
ture o0 the roots of ome's culture or civilisation,
generally known as fundamentalism. Political
movements emerged, calling upon society to con-
form to its earliest panerns of bebaviour, This was
truly what Samuel Huntington described as the
“clash of civilisations™.

In the Muslim world, the fundamemalist trend
evolved from the “Islamic awakening™ to “polit-
ical Islam™. In a comntry like Egypt, where the
1923 Constitution embodied liberal ideals, the
general cultural climate abruptly became biased in
favour of religious thought. This was the case for
both Christianity and Islam. The gradual rise of
national identity would have constituted the nat-
ural course of events, but history often evolves in
unexpected directions. Globalisation and issues of
cultural identity became important. The debate
was not limited to abstract thought, but also had
an impact on political equilibrium. domestically
and internationally.

Globalisation has released the potential energies
of religious civilisations as one aspect of the fight
o preserve cultural identity and specificity. “Ac-
ceptance of the other™ is no longer an easy matter.
Tolerance and acceptance could only be simple in
a period doring which liberal or lefi-wing ideas
prevailed.

A sense of religions belonging provides spiritual
and emotional secnrity, a basic human need during
this eridcal wansitional period. Belonging is a
source of pride for the faithfol. Religious ardour is
a prerequisite of jihad, the degree of enthusiasm for
which varies from one individual to the other.

The other side of the coin is that, however differ-
ent religions may be, they must contain values and
concepts which are acceptable 1o all hormanity. Had
it pot been for that dimension, buman beings would
bave coniinued to engage in perpetual warfare until
the conflict had been decisively resolved in favour
of a certain religion. Religious concepts, however.
have continually evolved from one period to the
other to maiwch human emotional and spiritual
needs, which change in space and time.

Within this framework, it was possible in the past
and will be in the future to create a cultural climate
of coexistence between religions by discovering
common ground with reg to values and con-
cepts, different creeds notwithstanding. As cultural
orientations in general grow and became more re-
fined in any society., so do we come to discover the
richness resulting from that diversity and become
more amenable to secing the positive aspects of
“accepting the other™ acceptance of another dog-
ma, creed, race or culiure, or at least acceptance of
coexistence.

This concept may have been the pivotal point of
the Report on Culture and Development. entitled
“Creative Human Diversity™ and prepared by a
group of distinguished intellecmals under the lead-
ership of Javier Perez de Cuellar, a former sec-
retary-geaeral of the Ugited Nadons. which was
published in 1995. The Supreme Council for Cul-
ture in Egypt translated aznd published this docu-
ment in full. An iniermational conference entitled
“The Power of Culmre™, held in Stockholm from
30 March until 2 April this year, endorsed a plan of
action to which governments are bound when they
formalate their cultural policy. This. of coarse, will
be impossible in the Arab world onless in-
tellectuals, regardless of individual orientation, en-
dorse the ideas advocated by this significam docu-
ment.

The world is at a crossroads. Globalisation is tak-
ing its course. affecting the economy. the military,
media, culture, machines and politics. It is futile to
entertain the delusion that this current can be halt-
ed. Globalisation has indeed led to the emergence
of fundamentalism — a matural atempt to prevent
disorientation and alienation. Globalisation iiself,
however, will resolve the conflict through the in-
creasing  supply of increasingly detailed in-
formation. Civilisations will get to know one an-
other, not with the objective of waging war, but by
scarching for common ground and enjoying the
beauty and richness of diversity. This leads to crea-
tivity and renovation, which in turn creates a better
society.

Meeting for the sake of it

Abdel-Moneim Said wonders whether, why and how an Arab summit will be held, and what the agenda will be

i re be an Arab summit or not? If it is
l;we’lg tgrﬂill it be open to all Arab countries, or
will there be one or two exceptions? Or is it to
be a mini-summit? In that case, which covotries
will anend and what standards will determine in-
clusion or exclusion? A_md if a mini-summit is
to be held, is it to constituie a prelade to a fuoll-
scale summit, or will it be an end in itself? Will
the agenda include the full rapge of Arab issues,
or will iz be restricted to discussion of the Arab-
Israeli € :

ne about the many other issoes that are
g;‘ :: ?:SS importance, such as the continoed in-
1emarional blockade and sanctions agmnstfcer—
tain Arab countries, the tens of thousands o fAl-
erians who have died in the country of a
ﬁ:illion martyrs, or the 300,000 Sudanese who
may succumb to famine in the coming summer
months? How long will the dispute between
Iraq and Kowail contipuc 1o be passed over on
Arab summit agendas, and can we really con-
vene another summit without ascertaining that

the resolutions of previons meetings have been

put into effect?
These are sqme

onflict? If the latter is the case, what is-

to hold the summit, but beyond this there is not
the slightest consensus over any of the details.
Indeed, the tendency is to skip over these
thorny issoes and 10 reiterate the advantages of
the summit a3 a venue where the Arabs can
come together in upison so that we can rise as
one to the enormous challenges that confront us
all.

The familiar proclamation adds nothing to
what we already know. The fact that the sun ris-
es in the east every day means nothing uniess
we connect it with the succession of night and
day, the course of the seasons and their implica-
tions in terms of sowing and harvesting, the pro-
vision of food and clothing, the ebb and flow of
the tides, and the movement of airplanes in the
sky and ships on the sea.

The fact is that the Arabs have made sum-
mits into an end in themselves, ap institution
unparalieled anywhere else in the world. Arab
summits are the only events of which the con-
vening is an aim in and of itself. because it is
an indication that the pan-Arab nation sdll ex-
ists. Although it meets irregularly, every time
it does meet all the problems of the Arab na-
tion are thrust upon it in one go and it is ex-
pected 1o solve them all in the zpace of two
days. As this is impossible, a single issue

tends (o domipate: the Palestinian cause. After
dealing with that issue, every country is ac-
corded a line or two in the closing statemen
in order to satisfy the participants’ publicity
demagds. Then, since every Arab country has
its particular strategic priorities. no sooner do
the laaders return to their respective homes
than they turn their attention to their own
pressing concerns.

The Algerians want to end the swrife that has
gone on xgor too long, the Iragis and Libyans ma-
nocuvre to end the blockade imposed on their
countries, the Sudanese are pressed by blockade,
civil war and famine, the Kuwailis want 1o as-
certain that the events of 1990 will never repeat
themselves, the people of the UAE want the is-
lands usorped by Iran restored to them, the Qat-
aris press their claims on the island disputed by
the Bahrainis, and the Moroccans wam 1o keep
their hold on the Western Sahara. The dis-
crepancy between the agenda of the summit and
the strategic priorities of the member nations is
what hampers its convening. If 2 sommit meet-
ing does take place. once the attendant media
hype subsides. it dawns on all of us that we
peed another summit.

This phenomenon does not occur in the case
of European summil meetings, the meetings of

the GE, NATO summits or, for that matter, any
other such high-level gathering in the world.
That is becapsc those meetings are backed by a
highly efficient network of instimtions and re-
lationships that enable the various parties to
voice, with the utmost candour, their diverse
conceérns and priorities. Then, after airing these,
they engage in the process of filtering out those
interesis over which there is an c¢lement of
agreement from those over which there are dif-
ferences. Once the agenda is settled, they de-
termine the time-frame for each of the parties to
fulfill their allotted obligations and the capac-
ides each country can contribute to achieving
collective aims.

Intensive pre-summit networking enables the
participants o reach a minimal level of com-
sensus. Thus, when the summit is finally held, it
can devote attention to capitalising on ac-
complishments and. from there. determining col-
lective aims several years, or c¢vem decades,
down the line.

This is the inernationally recognised model
for arranging summit meetings. I wonder if we
will be able 10 learn from ir.

The wrijer is the director of the Al-Alhram Cen-
rre for Political and Strazegic Studies.
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David Blake enjoys
seeing Moushira issa

carrying home the honey

Cairo Symphorny Orchestra: Oriental
Inspiration V; Moushira Issa, piano
and Taha Nagui, conductor; Main
Hall Cairo Opera House; 6 June

This concen really began circa 1937,
The Condé Nast Empire flourished.
tisg. Someihing clegant, sometning

i i t, 8
mad-—-everythiugbefg::ethccmsh.

The first movement of Beethoven'’s
Piano concerto in C major, op. 15,
no. 1 in this capsule. There
was Moushira Issa, looking wonder-
fully high fashion, at the piane, play-
ing stylishly, rather like one’s elder
expresgive in a way long gone. Con-
certs were not gigs in those far off
thirties days.

And there was Taha Nagui con-
ducting a rather chastened Cairo
Symphony Orchestta. Nagui is
strange. He plods then suddenly ig-
nites surprises. But at the opening of
this concert he stuck to plods.

1937 was a precarious time warp in
the 20th cenhury's savagely torn fab-
ric. However beautiful things looked,
there were nasty shadows on the
walls. Would we go along, therefore,
ignoring heart-break house on this
trip through the concerto?

Itisﬁvena:vrvitfl:mdoubtsmgdfmas
Beethoven ly passages
of fun, hope and joy. He was young,
and this s young music, however
fraught. It offers litde but its phys-
jcality, and this is the thing that trou-
bles: angst appears cven in these carly
days. Beethoven was a seismic in-
strament for his time, and his time is
stll ours. He was voraciouns for fame,
covelous, treacherons. He wrote this
work for 2 specific purpose — him-
self as a performer. He needed it He
wished to knock out all comers, leav-
ing himself number one in Vienna's
mausical ring. The C major did this for
him, and he was t0 remain nomber
one untif he died — and a long time
after. What a concerto.

Moushira Issa can be a great per-
former. Moody, often afflicted, but
she has temendous bravery and pa-
nache. It is better to hear her failures
than most pianists’ successes. Her au-
thority can, however, crack, and out
comes a gepuinely possessed artist,
afraid, vuinerable and beroic. Then
her music thrills.

After the first movement of the C
major, her time had come. Nagui’s
tempi did not seem to suit her. She
was not comfortable, and discomfort
in the second movement is just what

Art

is needed. This
movement was
writien by Bee-
thoven to re-

%
prh
(-4

the tension, and so she had a go, and
so the thrills began,

What sort of & pianist was Bee-
thoven? We have no recordings of
him, but the Czech writer Vaclav
Tomasek, who heard every player
ﬁ'omMomttod:%ISclOssa.idnooqe
ever approached Beethoven as a pi-
anist; he had god-like powers. Like
Verdi and Mozart he could be very
nasty to his performers. In this con-
certo, apart from the shell-like cloak
of virtuosity be demonds, he adds
somerhing else, another element,

demonic, mostly way out of reach of
even the best virmoso. Enter the mu-
sician, the artist.

And so0 again to Issa. Some do not
like her tone; it can get papery and at
times thin. She can hover and
pounce, moth-like, but the deep rich
tones often mostly evade her. Bee-
thoven, even in prankish tood., needs
them. She did her best. The first
movement had long singing patches
in which she produced a new res-
onance, though the bell chimes effect
is not for her. She goes for metal, not
satin, and her metal seems to be zir-
conium, every flight an attack, flash-
s of light, no rest at all. This did not
suit Taha Nagui. So it was exciting.
She did what a lot of players do —
went it alone. She had had enough of
1937 and so, with some lightaing

flash chords and icy runs and a tug at
her neckline, let go into the largo
movement and we were where we be-
long: in 1998.

Excitement is always uppermost
when we lisier te a genginely
aroused pianist with a mind wres-
tling, like Jacob, with a challenge.
Issa was on the field of action, alone
and hopeful. She wias in a mood of
revelation and made direct contact
with ber audience, a person-to-person

feel. Articulation on the sirange

showy rups, exactitude in the cross
banded playing at high speed. drop-
lets of sonnd darnting ugnl.he keyboard
— always her mind in full operation.

Like a lawyer, she laid out the ar-
chitectuire. There was something
queer going on behind the social
manner of the music. She foand it.
She was full of contention. No more
elliptical, parancid evasions in her
conversation with Beethoven, but: “I
am become she who has come to col-
lect the debt of your spend thrift
life”, And, bead down, Issa enters the
thind movement. She has changed
everything around; even her tome
now fits her musical conception.

The spooks and hauntings in the
music suit her. She lays out delicate
filigree sounds as tormenting shad-
ows. They fit 1998. She becomes a
breath. not a lump of tone. This is
willful. Where is the power? She

summonsallshcl:asand,abefﬁm.-
thin-

in the fray, grows smaller and thi
ner. The weird faltering end she ac-
complishes perfectly in time,

they had power. Bt too many repeats -

diminish the melody until it becomes
a parody of itself.. And so it rolled
afone like a shoal of diving Golphins.

The end camie with Bosudin's Po-
lovtsian Dances from Prince -Igor.
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photographers of the Pi-
anects of Photography in Bgype As-
Rt (e N

Dowmown. A
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Marina °

Corvanies Institute for Ll
rure. 20 Boujoy Hanng 51, Doldi. Tel
350 1746. Datly exc £vi & Saf, wniil
JG June. . -

Mashkrobire Gallry, 8

St. Downtown. Tel 578 4494,

exc Fri, I7am-Spm. Until 18 Fane.
Greater Cairo Lilrary, Mat)
i4 Line, Spm. Doily, wniil

13 June.

" ¢| Two lectares on the subject, to be an-
nomoced opn the eahibiion pro-

Always we have football-mnscled | ings)

Russian males Inmling themselves
into space in ballet sequences which
help the West to love Russian ballet.
They used to go straight up into the
air, zip around a few times, coms
down landing on ope kmee in strict
time, get up, walk to the foodights
and wave good-bye. Just a ball of
mruscle, Prince Igor was here, :

Henna and

Seeking the wood and the trees. Nigel
Ryan on looks for sylvan scenes

There is a particular shade of
ofal_zgethatistbemsqltofh:i[;-
plying henna to greying hair,
It is a colour that dominates
the current exhibition of re-
cent works by Mahmood
Hamed showing at the Mash-
rabiya Gallery. Nor, thinking

1o any atiempt at subtle tex-
tural differentiation. Glass
tends to reduce everything to
the same register, flattening
beneath its glare. Yet the
most three dimensional piec-
es, those that it proved im-
possible to encase behind
glass I;b:acsn::dthe BCCESSOr-
ising bits pieces hang
over the frame, or spill just a
bit too far from the surface,
remain, perversely, just as
problematic. Their  three-
dimensionality is, quite sim-
ply, too seif conscions.

. Pexhaps Mahmoud Hamed

Japanese paper,
far too trams-
lucent, too del-
icate 2 material
to do anything
other than draw

Y so much clutter. The effect, opaque signifi-
ginous surfaces. And they are  ome assumes, would be sim- ers become
all heavily impasioed, il —  ilar to taking the contents of a ing,
in places at least — glossily heavily fomished, wmid- A  difficult
cucaustic . Victooan pariour and spread- exhibition to
The problem i5 not that ing them out across the floor like, then, bur
they look like bas reliefs, of a warehouse. Individual onpe that has its
carved in dark wood. but that  elements would become vis- consolations. I
large areas look like plas- ible, and in doing so, might rather epjoyed
ticised copies of bas reliefs assume the  signi the expericnce of mentally sponse is something that
carved in dark wood This, which they are obviously in- dismembering several of npeed not be addressed here.
onenughtsng:cseatﬁrst.ns tended to cary. these pieces, and then te- In soch satiated times any
because by the majority The dilemma of the glass is assembling them in differ- exhibistion thar elicits a re-
are exhibited behind glass, a  further compounded by the ent coniE'uratinns. Whether action should not be glibly
material notoriously unkind mounting of several pieceson  or not this is a valid re- discounted.
/
_ - Je e e e e el
1 or E-mail fasle@hotmail.com 1| prebensive peace  the enemies of peace™. " "

Muzeont of Mr and Mrs Molamed
Mahmend Khalfl .
1, Kcfosr DobH. Tel
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- Brecht and Lorca a century on: Both bomn one hundred y

ears ago this mohth, both seminal influences on Arabic literature

e

o

e T

of lost cities

Frederico Garcia Lorca, whose centennial
celebrations this week include the release of rare
-photographs, was the Andalusian poet par excelience,

. and exercised a towering influence on Arab poetry.

ing on Lorca’s 1928 Romancero gitano
_ {Gypsy-Ballad Book), Arab novelist Abdel-Rahman
Meounsf has written: *As in Lianto por la muerte de
io Sanche; Mejins’, Romancero gitano is
give voice to the life/death duality. One of life’s
greatest ironies is that it, life — with the wealth,
varicty, pleasure and beauty it offers and of which

hlmmuﬂdrh:klothclws—mpnmbe

" {1 vrould bear him frord my window) ,
-Iflﬁe-f-];w N g

rare photograph of Lorcs, right, walking with friends near New York’s Columbia University, in the city that served as back drop to Poef in New York

the last station of this jonrney which is'not without
cruelty and absurdity.” .
Performances of Lorca’s plays. particularly his three
tragedies — Blood Wedding (Bodas de sangre,1933),

" Yerma (1934) and The House of Bernarda Alba (La

casa de Bernarda Alba, 1936) — were a staple of the
Egyptian theatre's n_'.peﬂo_ire in the 1960s. .

In perhaps his most celebrated poem Llanto por fa
muerte de Ignacio Sanchet Mejias (Lsmentﬁ'gr
Ignacio Sanchez Mejias) Lorca wrote: - -
“If 1 die ]

Leave the window open.

The child to eat an crange - :

(L wonld see him from my window

The to harvest the wheat

Then leave the window open.™

His influence has been incorporated into the very
veins of Arabic poetry, resonating in the work of
Amal Dongol, and more recently, in Mahmoud
Darwish’s Eleven Stars over Andalusia, which
contains echoes from Llanio por Iz muerie de Ignacio
Sanchez Mejias:

*I know that time -

Canroi twice be on my side, and [ know that 1 will leave
My banner a bird that never alights on trees in the
garden

I shall shed my skin. and my language

Some of my words of love will fall into

The poetry of Lorca who will live in my bedroom
And see what [ have seen of the Bedouin moon.™
Lorca himself was perfectly aware of these affinities

" andin a lecture, delivered on 19 February, 1922 in

Grepada, he acknowledged the connections:

“Just as in the siguiriya [the prototypical song form: of
the cante jonde. Andalusian songs zlso used in
flamenco] and in its daughter genres, are to be found
the most ancieat oriental elements, 56 in many poems
of cante jondo there is an affinity to the oldest oriental
verse. When our songs reach the extremes of pain and
love they come very close in expression 10 the
magnificent verses of Arab and Persian poets.

The truth is that in the air of Cordoba and Grenada
one still finds gestures and traces of remote Arabia,
and that from the terbid palimpsest albaicin arises
memories of lost cities.”

To mark the centenary of Lorca’s birthday, the
Cervanies Institute for Spanisk Culture is scraening
Carlos Saura's cinema adaptation of Blood Wedding
{see Listings, opposite).

is brilliant book, Brecht; A Choice of Evils,
in Esolin asumely observes that while
intended his theatre to be popular and ad-
the masses and the working classes, he,
up 28 the pet of elite theatrical
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works In 1961 while 00 a scholarship in haly. “

ammne.";h;ssatzsde-

scemed perfectly suited to the needs of the mo-

e and he naions] Boml o b s cep sestsd

‘tion.™ An inveterate socialist, with a

belic ‘:qnm‘pohﬂcal" role of theatre, Ardash still
ic theatre. with its pro-

i l '*mxm:e.t"wasmnﬁoned. Bot
then, Ardach’ commitment s not of the bigoted, nar-
:;pe."Whenlcamebackfmmnalz, he
m’“muewemmminglwamedmdo:mmuq-
duce the new trends in world theatre by way of expernt-
e th:oughthe?ockﬂlhake.andwuyou;ﬁn_c
.@Memmisgomﬁzlmdappmlmd_mapd:—
esice hene ™ . ] .

Why The Exceprion and the Rule in particular?

Bgsﬂa'ndsn:ightfomard:foranaudimoebted

:

o

on mdnmml realistic
social realism, which had established itself on
of No'man Ashour

- Bt
' i the hands
.. uﬁﬁwm mWahbl..m (azmﬂﬂ'l g others) as the -thoamical

iy the public since the beginning
S i Do, put op 8 good figh. Tt was not ot res
yeaus Later, affcr Brecht s theories (and quoted

" dacticism. but about theatre art and ‘expressi

jc drama, it would not be 100"

"cama the focus of critical controvérsy :
u _Abdel—%ah;%e who, ﬁgslaled .l?gchl'&g Short Or-
| r Thealre, ished 1t samis year,
&.::m“(:ritics and academs Pcﬁunbb]ed over the meth- -
- od of acting chosen by Ardash- was it too emotional?
© too . naturalistic? or §imp1y_ ‘demonstrational” as

. As the centenary of his birth is being
celebrated, Nehad Selaiha traces the
influence of Brecht on the Egyptian theaire

‘Badawi, 10 whom we owe most of oor Arabic ver-
sions of Brecht's plays, and directed by Kamal Eid)

in 1966, and gave Egyptian critics and audi-
ences a different glimpse and taste of Brechtian writ-
ing. The play, which was writien in 1918, belongs to
Brecht's early nihilistic, amarchic slage: the critics
could relax, ke a holiday from ideological criticism,
and dwell on the novelty of its expressionistic iech-
nigues. The production. was like “r big stone trown

.into stagnant waters,” Ardash says. Jf nnst bave been

wonderful not baving to talk aboul propaganda and di-
onism.

Ardash’ was guick 1c.capitalise on the success of

Drums; within a few months ke was staging. Abdel-

Rahman Badawi's ranslation of “The Good Soul of

Setzuan™ (Der Guie Mersch von Sezuan), with that re-

- doubtable actréss, Samiha Ayyoub, in the lead, and

with a prestigious artistic crew which included Salah

- Jahin (Iyrics), Sayed Mekkawi (music) Awatef Abdel-

Karim (sets) and Layla Gad {choreography). Reading
through the old. 1966, numbers of the Theatre Mag-
acine, one is infected with the same sense of urgency

_ -and excitement thar marked the reception of this play.
_ 80'long ago.

Brecht’s precepts, Ardash admits, were not adbered
to to the letter. I was dware I was dealing with an
Bgyptian audience, well-tuned to realism.™ So, as one
gathers from the reviews (I did Dol see the pro-

. duction), Brecht’s “Alicaation-Effect”, particularly

where acting and stage-designt were' concemed, be-
. As Dr Farouk

Breeht had advised?"

Brecht's essays on acting were difigently consulted
by some and glibly guoted. parrot-fashion, by cthers;
bt since no one at the time had actually seen a pro-
duction by Brecht or had first-hand experience of how
this new technique of acting works, the controversy
could not be resolved. Dr Lewis Awad, however, high-
ly commended the show and, more i tly, the
audiepce loved it. Unlike the two former Brecht plays,
The Good Soul was presented at the much larger and
more popular (now defunct) El-Hakim Theatre in Em-
adeddin Street. . .

By that time, the influence of Brecht's theories had
already begur 10 manifest itself ln the work of Egyp-
tian directors and playwrights, such as Karam Meta-
weh, Alfred Farag and Naguib Sorour. In 1965, Fa-
rag's epic play Suliman Al-Halabi was followed by
Socour’s Yasin and Baheva, a long narrative
staged by Metaweh. The same year, Ardagsh gave
Sophocies’s Antigone a pronouncedly Brechtian pro-

. doction. and two years later, Mahmoud Diab, who bad
displayed in his carlier plays a marked bias for the
kind of drams evolved by the Italian Pirandello {aul:;
other important influence oo Egyptian drama in
sixties). switched Toyalties and joined Brecht's dis-
ciples with his megnum opus Bab Al-Furuk: ( uer-
ors’ Gate) which Ardash direcied. None of
works, and many more. would have been possible
without Brechi's liberating influence. Of his genera-
tion of playwrights, Farag says: “Realism had begon
1o pall on us, and we had two alternatives: the theatre
of the absurd and Brecht's epic theatre. We opied for
the larter. We needed a theatre that could grapple with
our social problems and such hot political issues as
capitalism, fascism, colonfalism and justice. We re-
jected the absurd on ideological and amistic grounds

Brecht offered us a new theatrical formula
that epabled us. without direct preaching or
bectoring, to make the adopt an at-
timde of inquiry and criticism and, in Brechr’s
words, 1o purge the stage and auditorivm of
everything magical and hypnotic.”

There was also the natural affinity between
the type of theatre Brecht advocated and the
indigenous " Egyptian forms of popular en-
tertainment, as Ardash perceptively adds. The
Egyptian temperament has a mnatwal in-
clination for comedy, song and dance, and
Brecht's theorics sanctioned their use and
made them ideologically respectable. No won-
der Brecht's recipe for a popular theatre was
cagerly embraced by the regional companies
and bas been functioping quite well up until
now. For many provincial theatres, such es-
says as Onr Unprofessional Acting, The Street
Scene, Notes on the Folk Play, Theatre for
Pleasure or Theaire for Inspruction, The Pop-
ular end the Realistic, provided the kind of le-
gitdimation they needed and were the stff ont
of which they spum their manifestos.

In 1968 Ardash wanted to give the Egyptian
theatre a further, and stronger injection of
Brecht: a theawre director from East Germany
(his name is Kart Viet, if T remember correct-
ly. Ardash gays) was inviled to direct The
Caucasian Chalk Circle for the Pocket Thea-
tre. But soon enough, the German's punc-
tilious sense of time clashed with the tiap
lax and elastic comprehension of time: he Jeft
in 2 buff, and Ardash ended up directing The
Chalk Circle.

It was not until the eighties that another
Brecht play was performed in Egypt. Mother
Courage and her Children was premiered at
the Citadel, and Ardash tells me that Layla
Abu Seif’s production was quite rtiveting. Others
whisper that she had a hard time putting up with the
loud calls for prayer vociferously issued during ke
performance by the mu'azzin of the mosque nearby. I
was not in Egypt at the time, and by the dme 1 came
back, Abu Seif had left for the States for good.

Nevertheless, Brecht survived: pot just in Naguib
Sorour’s Egyptian version of The Three-penny Opera
(rechristened The King of Beggars (1968). which
was re-adapted by poct 1zzat Abdel-Wahab and di-
rected by Abdel-Rahman El-Shaf't in 1986, and re-
adapied once more by Farag in his Arwa Abu Matwa
(Atwa the Jack-Knife. in 1995) but in a multtde of
Plays, including a provincial production of He Who
Says No and Who Says Yes (directed by Hossam Atta
for the Chiidren’s Theatre in Assyout), and, more re-
cenily in Hani Ghanem's controversial production of
The Seven Deadly Sins, at the House of Zeinab Kha-
toon in 1997.

One has to admit, bowever, that Brecht in Egypt
has been adapted out of recognition. What Egypuans
have consciously or unconsciously chosen to forget
was his insistence that moral values are historically
determined. In a deeply religious coantry, with a
deeply-seated bang-vp about absolutes, it was. per-
baps, incvitable. Rather than using humour, song
and dance, and ham acting to provoke a mood of
criicism and inguiry in the andience, a plethora of
provincial productions reduced Brecbt 1o aa Islamic
Communist propagandist. More importantly, his
great talent as a poet is, almost always, nearly for-
goticn.

Several original posters from performances of
Brecht's plays ave on show at the Goethe Instinute.
For full deiails see Listings

Placin Talk

But is it 2rt? This is the ques-
tion that was on everybody's
lips in the early days of pho-
tography. The same question
was raised recently when the
Victoria and Albert Museum
opened its new Canon Pho-
tography Gallery, showing
work by conceptual artists as
by artist-
photographers C
journalists. Many voices
were raised criticising the
musevm for its decision to
open the new gallery.

As Richard Dommen
writes in the Daily Tele-
graph: “The idea that pho-
tography can be one of the
fine arts still meets a puzzled
resistance, particularly
among the germeration that,
like mine, grew op defining
4D art museurn as a place that
showed painting and sculp-
tore.” It seems that I also be-
long to that generation, oot
that I am opposed to photog-
thysub::g.butlcannot

ine it bei ton & par
with the fine arts.

There is no doubt that dur-
ing the last two decades pho-
tography has developed out

all recognition. All kinds
of tricks are played with the
camera and we fnd that
some painters use it in thefr
work. A gallery, like the
Tate, for instance, has shown
the works of avowed fine ant-
ists who happen to use pho-
tography. I remember one of
the Italian bjennials having a
section for photograply and
computer graphics.

What gives the discussion
a special angle in England is
that the prestigions Tumer
prize was given to two artists
who worked primarily with
photography. This honor
seems to answer the question
raised at the begioning of
this columr. Photography
has been recognised as high
art.

Of course there bave been
some side effects of the re-
sults of the Tumer prize and
some wild statements have
been made by one of the win-
pers. Interviewed after she

came in, figurative painters
bave been in decline. I don't
wish these people any ill, but
they are on to a losing battle
if they think contemporary

art is going o end because of |

all the furor.” The comment

“of 2 critic to that statement

was: “Ludicrous.™

Right from the intro-
duction of photography
paioters have taken an ap-
tagonistic stand against that
invention. Throughont the
20th cenmry artists have con-
sistently taken up amms
against photography. As
Dorment puts it: “From Gau-
gin to Jackson Pollock paiut-
ers progressively discarded
those things that photog-
raphy counld do more easily
and more accurately: nas-
rative content, spatial illu-
sion and representation it-
self.” There is no doubt that
painting has 3 different job to
photography, which is to
“cover the flat surface of a
canvas with pigment.”

Eveninally the antagonism
between the two worlds —
that of fine an and pbotog-
raphy — began to converge
in the 1970s. Warhol Ied the
way with his photo-based
silk screens. Following that
the term “New Art” was con-
cocted to describe an exhibi-
tion that was organised in
London in 1972 ar the Hay-
ward Gallery. As one critic
pet it “To over simplify,
photography became a fine
art by sneaking through the
back door of conceptual art.
The moment when artists be-
gan to think of the photo-
eraph as a mcans of expres-
sion, not an end in itself, the
portals of the Taie Gallery
swung open.”
While the late 1970s wit-
nessed the beginning of an
acceptance of photography
as a fine an, it was not umil
the 1990s when the recogni-
tion widened. This was re-

‘flected in the number of ex-

hibitions i both in
England :E.amsed America. The
Whitechapel Gallery had
such an exhibition in !9965
comprising ographs o
still lifes and%?dscape stud-
ies which, according to a
critic, “can be enjoyed for
the perfection of the light-
ing, colour and composi-
tion.”

The same critic described
the technique of a photog-
rapherfartist as that “of an ac-
ademic artist preparing the
vast canvas for his studio.”

Such a technigue can pro-
duce works similar to paint-
ing, not only as an exprcs-
sion of reality, but even as
abstract or surrealist. Seeing
some of the photographs ex-
hibited, with super-
imposition and collage, one
cannof but agree that camera
work has come to be looked
upon as 2 fine art.

Mursi Saad El-Din
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Cloﬂnng desngner Nabﬂ Jalml tells_

. Fayza Hassan about Aunt-
- Tahita and Yves St Laurent

His family was Palestinian, but he was bomn in

Egypt and grew up in Ismailia, in a villa built
by his father for his mother out of freestones
imported from Jerusalem. “There was not & sin-
gle brick in the foundations of the house,” says
Nabil (Bilo) Jamal: “only these large stones.
from my pareals’ pative land.” The house had
a buge park, and later, his father bad a gas-
proof padded war shelter added. “We often bad
over 35 peapie spending the mght m this shel-
ter during the worse bombing raids

In the summer of 1940, while Nahil was vis-
iting his aunt Wadi’a in Cairo, his father called
his sister, asking her to keep her nephew a lit-
te longer: Nabil's mother could no longer
stand the stress of the nightly raids, and the

birthright For years be commuted between
Cairo where bhe and his brothers bad es-
tablished a large travel agency, Ismailia, where
his family resided and Jerusalem, where he
owned a choice piece of real estate. His broth-
ers, however, would go back 10 Jerusalem eve-
ryspnng.on]yreturmngatthebegmnmguf
winier, leaving the Cairo travel agency in the
sole care of Nabil's father during the summer
moni -

“Before 1948," recounts Nabil, “Aba Eban

called on my uncle Shibli and asked him to
find a job for a peor woman who had come
from the Unired States to setile ently in
Palestine. The woman, he told my uncle. would
aoceptanyposmoujtscmmaheahwng Her

however, the whole family escaped from Je-
rusalem, taking with them only the titles to
their properties in Palestine, which were assed
from one member of the family to the

order of precedence. Theiastfamxlymcmbm-to"
bold the deeds was a Russian aunt, Tabita von
Ustinov, who had married Nabil's vncle Anis. .

. Incidentally, she was aiso Peter Ustinov’s aunt

Nabil knows that his father’s and uncles’ hons-
es are at present occupied by Istaclis.

A produact of the British school system, unlike
most of his more sports-Mad classmates, Nabil
displayed a decisive artistic bent and, early on,
was drawn to fashion design, whick in itself
was rather suprising. He was oot following a
family tradition, aur did he find a particnlacly

up. MMmongyptmmehnkmgusBm'
hmmthm_E\ra'yUmean friend-came -

bad been o better way o enlacge the road.

“Isn"t therc a way. to' save them, to re-plant -

them somewhere else®’ B:

dannger memmewwmmg

i family was moving to Cairo at once. Nabil's name was Golda Meir.” This was long before propitions climste in Egypt, where famous cou- just had to come back. "When We are young, the strange, comvoluted:- way m  which it
. father’s family owned extensive properties in  the European Jews started setling in Palestine, turiers and creators of original designs were our career is the only thing that counts.,™ he
Talbiya, the most exclusive part of Jerusalem. says Nabil; when they came, they brought with few and far between. He neverthcless started  says. “ We bave no tme or patience for nos- ready quite an eyesore .in their own .
Before 1948, he had often been urged by his  them feelings of animosity ly unknown  his career in Cairo at La Grande Demoiselle, an  talgia, but as we grow older, voices from the We sven laughed at the. amusing stories .
wife to sell his share and move 1o Monte Car- between Palestinians and Jews who, until then, exclusive boutique on Qasr Al-Nil Street, glt start speaking more loudly, 1 wanted to of hastening to build shacks on their -
Io. but he had always refused to pant with his bad never had any cause for quarrel. In 1948, where be designed g ready-to-wear line. Ia the at home once more.™  land E'?ﬂ;ainplqt_-fnﬂinﬁehidge's in- .
- © . exorable path, in order 0 get a beftier in- -
i Ademnity when expropriated. We had never
: g . feared for. the trces, though, They. had edged :
] the' Corniche for as lomg 85 we. could re- -
. : x| .. member. They weze such a part of the land- iy
| : - - scape, their flame-like hlooms making the o
! _ suirounding disfigurement camsed by the L
| 5 . om rows of monstrons: ohstructions alimost bear- o
P . . . | - bl The provious doy, e ind Jooked —
=] . them as we always completely unaware
o igeon coop extraordinaire Eenshientn _,
i . casual goodhye; secare in the belief that we
! mys will. sée’ them .again_ before long, and then :
‘ ax"ﬁ:;.:;“::!ilt pigeon " hear that'they died soon after we parted. We .
g reproach ouselves for oux Iack of foresight,
coop has recently " -because we feiled to seasé the solemnity of
' appeared on the the moment and did not ‘charge our last
terrace of the words with a special méssage Why did T not - -
Alexandria main * . Stop yesterday, I wondered, to look long and : LR
branch of the Ministry -‘hard at the worthy wartors who. Stiunchly Pl RS
of Health, writes Essam - stood gnard on the Nile banks for so m ~omm Lo
All Rifagt. The pigeons .+ years, braving the noxioos funes of the ira’- -
= -fig, defying the ennssions with < ca e ¢
who occupy this - their - msolent - red “flowers? . F-had often L LI T
informal settiement shrugged off on-coming pangs of poliution- ey
_ are following the panic by reasoning that, i the -trees had P
'1 employees’ schedule, mmgm survive sa long; then so would calte E i
albeit in reverse, flying gﬂm they were gone, i ;’1; R
away when they arrive different, more violent way, ; e
- relentless flow of vehicles. - -
in the morning and Suddenly, I beard mysclf giggling nervous-
retuming as soon as iy. I had just remembered reading recently
they leave. There is, [N« ATl ity e e Yo e 2 0% d{ammh:ghwaymcmsvﬂlen
however, concem - preservationists -had - formed The
about the younger Ketchmp - Boitle . Preseryation  Grouwp, gath-
birds, who seem to be ering every. Saturday for. more than a year,
left unattended during I Rginair Bl sweliering femperatires
the day. i is rumoured . gisnt ketchup bot] "ﬂUSdLT-shitﬁtopﬁs-
that the search for a i motdists. in’ crder. o s the amomnt
competent pigeon - *] - “needed o restore- the monstrons advertise-
sitter is underway, as -], ment, erected in 1949; to its-eriginal tomato-
the employees seem _ coloured hue. Would anymclmvehem will-
"'» bent on providing the gy mgxodoﬂ:csamem-ﬁ:eundicﬁnmhem
‘ birds with all the - g{dettl;smthepnmm beantifol red
} : - ..--;;an_z__g_l-l_assan
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" The Shipwrecked Sailor: A Tale fm,,’ﬁ..h st

il

Ancient Egypt, translation and hierog}
by John L Foster, illustrations by Lyl
Pinch Brock. The American Universi
Cairo Press, Cairo, 1998. LE25 =~

.is. one of the most delightful and original
bonkspnthemarkethisasmg'gusstudyforchﬂ-
_ - dren; 2 children's story for adults.'Tt is, to quote
from the “blurb™ on the back cover: a sailor’s yam
from the twentieth century BC, a tall tale of ship-
wmgkandﬂn'vival.anenchamedisleandalordly !
ng serpent with his own tragic tale to tell.
It iz an ampsing tale of wonder, magic and the
W;Wigﬁ:fmwayhnd.m
given Ancient Egvoti
iry taie a new dimension. Professor Joba L Fos-

7

§

the text, and its accompanying transcription
osiginal hiexatic, with more thap a dash of humour. ..
-This book has come about as a result of a con-
wegging of their talents. Foster has taken the an-
cient texs — which today survives in only one copy
writlen; 00 2 papyms in the Hermitage Museum —
- angi -rendered it into 2 narrative poem. Originally
franskiterated into prose by scholars who songht to
make as faithful a rendition to the original words .
and wond order as possible, the text was somewhat
. hard to convert into Englich and difficult to under-
" stant: Foster pointed out that a fairly good case has
been made recently that this tale was written in
verse, and this is what he has dome: :

"=~ "“Then I was canied toa desertisland  * -
~ - by's swell of the-Great Green Sea. " &
. 1spent three daysalone, -~ - )
* xay heart my sole companion;
1 aested in the shelter of 2 covering tree
and hugged the shadows.
Finddly. I stretched my legs _
- - in order to discover what to ear;
. And I found figs and grapes there
'axﬂcwryso:ﬁtgost"tas‘tiygeens.ﬂ )
And sycamore and notched figs, -
. . amd cucnmbers that looked cared for,
- And Gish, and binds... .
" there was nothing that island did not havel
- Then ! filled myself past satjsfaction, .
spilling and dropping the abundance in nry amms. 33
.1 shaped a fire drill, and made a fire, o
. and gave burmnt offerings to the gods.™ _
To enhance the new text, arcm%llogml iﬂusuamerlck
in-her own words, “taken great liberties in mixing styles
'ﬁﬁﬂiods.l'ﬁcfaaeofﬂwsailm"isboﬂowed_ﬁomapaimgd
- of unknown provenance in the Egyptisn Museam n
Berfin. The scene of the magic isle is the well-koown Punt re-
Eef from the Temple of Harshepsut at Deir El-Bahari. I based

the of the mines on of the criginal in the Tu-
'rin:l?;eum.blnasfoﬂhesm'peﬂyou}nﬂﬁndh:?only
here. T mried to make our snake a character.

* Apd, indeed, she has. Fis eyebrows of bapis lazo¥i, his flesh of
gilt, and 2 beard that nng down by a yard (as described in the
poemi), has made him a most appeafing creature. He lies on a
<chaise-longue, with an Egyptian headrest to support his mighty tail,
2 crown with three sacred cobzas and a peg on which to hang his

shed skin at night! Never has there been a more delightfol sespent,

ﬁ_nahShurf
changed '

vati a Japanese team .
e b omeanthed the tomb of

said, showed high-ranki P 2 fonerary
e %3%% an claborate wig. The loog
bair e kilts are finely

lower czm be scen. : 'bas been .
. A limeaone stela 120 by 70 centimetes ;
; has a comice and the cextral scene is
consrucied. The upper Dot per one shows

Evenmally, at the very time predicted by the serpent, a ship
arives to take the sailor back to his native land, apd he retumns
loaded with lavish gifts.

The tale is reminiscent of several well-known stories. |t is re-
lated to those of Prince Seyn Alasnam in the Thousand and One

text dates back to around the 1Sth century BC, it reproduces a
more ancient text, which, in tum, goes back io an oral tradition.
Thmmm-ad&ms-wfmapﬁnumm&m-
turning to Egypt. The prince is apprehensive t the welcoms

. justashe had said.
Then 1 entered to my Sovereign

eye. There was a small bronze ring with ¢oils and a faience fin-
ring with Jotus design. “Lotus-style omameatation was pop-

g:;_inmempeﬁodmdunr_kmmnkhdmm“Ym '
Among other objects imearthed was a group of canopic jar lids -

made of alabaster, shwepte fragments and pottery painted
blue on a cream background with floral design. “The use of red
gnd black lines arc typical of the Jate 13th Dinasty, familiar to us

fmmcnmp!tsoflthalqam_Pi]ace_ianqmdAmam“_
¢ discovéry which will chiange the history

of the Dahstoir. area,” said Zahi Hawass, director-general of the

completed and the intact sarcophagos
balla, secretary-general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities.

and presented him these gifts

which 1 bad fetched him from the island.
He offered thanks to God for my existence

before the courts and coumcils of the Land;
And I was made a royal Follower

and given two hundred servants.
Just look at me, once I tonched land!

and after seeing all that I had seen!”

“The final scene is without exact parallels,” said Brock, “but
the mirror, collar, and clothing are depicted as equipment for
the afterlife of Rekhmire on the Theban necropolis, and 1
painted the king with the craggy features of Senwosret TIL™

Don™t miss this book. It’s for the young and the young at
heart, but it is also for students of Egyptology who would seek
clues in the stages of translation, approximate pronmnciation

and transliteration of the texts.
Reviewed by Jill Kamil

Giza Hawass saidthall.heGiz.aNeu'opnli_s. which ex-

Kingdom,™ Hawass said. .
The mission is restoring the tomb, conserving each

Japanese
object found, and has constracted a wooden ladder leading to the
shaft. They are also continuing studies on the site.

“The tomb is closed to the public until complete restoration is
opened,” said Gaballa

Site tours

Sunny summer deals

Summer has begun and most
hoteis and resorts are offering
lucrative prices and packages for
the holiday mekers. The following
prices are for Egyptians and
foreign residents only.

Hotels

Sharm El-Sheikh:

Baron Sharm El-Sheikh offers
double rooms for LE 90 per person
with a garden view, and double
rooms for LE115 per person in 2
double room sea view. The price
includes buffet breakfast, taxes
and service. Valid antil the end of
Jaly. :
Pyramisa Sharm El-Sheikh offers
double rooms for LE115 per
person inclading buffet breakfast.
The offer is vilid until mid-Fuly.

Aswan:

Pyramisa Aswan offers double
rocms for LESQ per person
inclnding breakfast. Offer is valid
wntil mid July.

Luxor;

Pyramisa Luxor offers donble
rooms for LE70 per person
including breakfast. Offer is vatid
until mid July.

Magawish tourist village offers a 4
day stay in the village for LES05

LCairo;

Forte Grand Pyramids offers
double rooms for LE130 per
person inclnsive of hunch only.
service charge and taxes.

Oasis hotel offers double rooms
for LEA9 per person including
open buffet breakfast and
exclusive of taxes and services.
Offfer is valid until the end of June.

Pyramisa Cairo offers double
rooms for LE125 per person
including breakfast. Offer is valid
until mid July.

Semiramis Intercontinenta} offers
single rooms for LE200 and
double rooms for LE240. The offer
includes service charge, taxes and
American baffet breakfast. Offex is
valid until the end of July.

Travel agencies

Regina Maris boat plans a trip to
Suez, Agaba, Eilat, Sharm
El-Sheikh, Safaga and Suez.
Double cabins are for LE1360 per

person.
Maya Trave] offers trips to Paris,
Istanbul, Rhodes and Befnr,
Prices are LE2650, LEI355, |
LE1140 and LE1490 respectively.
Each trip will last for a week.
South Sioai Travel organises trips
o Istanbal, Beirat and Paris for LE
1090, LE1400 and LE2275. Prices
include accomodation, ‘e
transportation and air-tickets.

Telephone Numbers of Cairo Offices

Departure and arrival only {24 Hours daily

Movenpick {Kamak])

el iz er
£ iR

2450270-2450260

Airport
2441460-2452244

2911830-4183720

Heliopolis
2908453-2904528

Abbassia
830888-2823271

Nasr City
2741871-2748499

5750600-5750868

2741953-2746336

Shubra
2039072/4-2039071

5749714
Adili
3900999-3802444

Opera
3914501-3800999

Talaat Harb
3930381-3932836

Hiton
5759806-5747322

Sheraton
3613278-3488630

et =

Zamalek
3479027-3475103
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Pills

and

Ahmed recently ook a herbal weatment for
vitiligo (a skin diseasej. It alleviated the
symptoms; but now he is suffering from se-
vere migrines and muscle cramping.
Zeinab has been using an oinmment
claimed to cure obesity. The ointment, she
was 10ld, should be spread all over the body
in order to dissolve fat effectively. Zeinab

has pot lost any weight, but she bas suf- edies.

“Arresting them is not
easy, for sircet vendors have
Ty. their own way of evading
police raids,” Abu Qoura
says. “But the raids are very
effective sometimes. Last
tme we found sireet ven-

fered heart palpitations ever since she ap-
plied the ointment, which made her perspire

A 35-year-old accountant bas been ap-
plying a cure for baldness for six months
now, but to oo avail.

Where do they buy the drugs? Ironically,

pharmacies are no longer the only source of dors selling contaminated
pharmacenticals in Egypt. Many super- herbs, but also laboratories
markets, body-care shops, beauty centres  making counterfeit drags.”
and evea street vendors sell potions, herbal Pharmacies, indeed,

remedies or cure-alls — and the public is
buying them enthusiastically.

One section of a fashionable leather shop
in Giza is devoled to herbal products
claimed to induce weight loss, reverse bald-
ing. cure acne, and Lighten the skin. A pack-
et of powder costs LE15 1o LE20, and a
course of at least six months is necessary
for “good results™, the vendor claims.

Back on the streets, bowever, a larger ar-
ray of herbal treztments is sold by street
vendors for much cheaper prices. A down-
town street vemdor proudly presents his
“magic collection” of herbs “treating every-
thing from minor physical ailments Jike
headaches, stomach-ache, constipation, di-
arrhoea, to chronic diseases like diabetes,
heart problems. insomnia and impotence,”
he says. He refuses, however, to give in-
formation about the ingredients of any of
the herbal packages. “The secrets of the
trade, you kniow,” he whispers with a wink.

Beauty centres also distribute unlicensed
herbs. At a beauty centre in Zamalek.
which recently resumed business after be-
ing officially ordered to close several rimes,
the manager, who is not a doctor but is
cailed so by his subordinates, explains that
his berbal preparations have proved soc-
cessﬁ.dmtruungobemty,tlnnnessandshn
diseases. He claims that the herbs be is us-
ing are not rcgistered at the Mimistry of
Health for “burcaucratic reasons™.

*“1 collect the herbs from Sinai, they are
all natural and, even if not useful in some
cases, they are never harmful™ he says.
"Natural products are never haymful.”

But even “natural products™ can be ua-
healthy if not wsed under medical super-
vision and according to a certain dose,
warns Gamal Abul-Gheit, a pharmacist.
“Herbal remedies may be successful in
treating a certain disease, but may also
cause other health complications,” Abul-
Gheit explains. “All medications may con-
tain a percen of toxic matertal and

should thus be subject to analysis and taken
under medical supervision Remedies
boughit on the street are particulacly danger-
ous, since they are probably contaminated
by pollution. The Ministry of Health shouid
take steps to consumers,” he asserts,

Neither the Ministry of Health nor the
Pharmacists” Syndicate have legal authority
o;ler street vendors, even those selling med-
ical preparations. According to Dr Shawgi
Abu Qoura, the chau'm:m of the phm:cq

Burn the fat, not yours_el

d:elfcnhoaewbowanuolosewm B isi_iheiu mmpymmlghman ofthmrhmy

Choosing the right way to lose or gain weight de-
pends on a combination of things. the two most
cbvious of which are diet and exercise. But what
typeofdxet.a.nd what kind of exercise?

The research centre at the Olympic Centrc in
Maadi recently hosted a seminar for health care
professionals to discuss this issue, and to provide
guidelines for athletes, coaches and anyone else
interested in weight control.

Sweating weight off and an unbalanced diet are
the two mosl hazardous ways of losing weight.
Theyarealsolﬁemostcommonlyused.Since
mwost athletes are conscientions about their
weight only for a week prior to each big event,
they tend to sweat buckets while depriving them-
selves of a healthy balanced diet. According to
Farouk Abdel-Wahab, PhD in human per-
formance, swealing while exercising :md a brutal
diet drain the body of its water. People may lose
alotofnfelgh‘lmﬁrsl.butafﬁerawhilewelght
loss will stabilise. He added: “Dehydration ro-
duces motor control and thus performance drops
off suddenly before any fat is bumed.”

In retyn for losing a few pounds in a short
time, sathietes are condemned to m-
derachieve. “Water is very essential for everyone
to maintain stabic motor control,” said Abdel-
Wahab, who advises: “The best way to drink is
to sip the water slowly in onder to allow your

]' "7 or E-mai tasie @hotmail.com

thrills

Investigations following the official ban on Viagra
have revealed that unsuspected quantities of smug-
gled or counterfeit pharmacseuticals, some past their
expiry date, others ineffective or downright danger-
ous, are available to the public. Gihan Shahine takes
a look at the government’s recent efforts to get a grip

investigations department at
the Ministry of Health, how-
ever, the mimistry sometimes
cooperates with the police
and the -
vestigations departmentto ..
arrest  Street vepdors who

the govemnment’s curment
concem. since several recent
raids have revealed the ex-
istence of a thriving black market. During
recent raids by officials secking 10 con-
fiscate supplies of the now illegal Viagra,
42 brands of contraband medication were
found in three pharmacies in Nasr Gity and
downtown. In Port
brands and 3,212
drugs were found ir the bome of a phar-
macist and in a phammacy. Last week, two

pharmacy
unlicensed and potentially hazardous her-
bal preparations, acconding to Abu Qoura.
Even before the campaign against Vi-
agra, several phannacies were found to be
selling medications illegally. “In one raid,
we collected 18 truck-loads of smuggled
pharmacenncals,” Abu Qoura notes.
According to informal estimates,
consames three billion
pharmaoeuﬁcals, and about 40 tons of med-
icine are smuggled into the couatry, every
year. Despite the ministry’s periodical
checks, many physicians and pharmacists
assert that only 10 per cent of such illegally
m:porbd drugs are actually confiscated.

oﬂ'ers of medical and cosmedc products

pmducts.“ says Abul-Gheit. "Some phar-
macists may accept to sell such items be-
capse they are difficolt to find and their
price is not set by the government, so the
trade can be very profitable ™

But the restrictions impased on the reg-
istration of medicine in Egypt are some-
umessaenasonerensonwhymanyun-
licensed drugs are smuggled
country. “Many physicians attend confer-
ences abroad and prescribe foreign brands
which are not available bere. When pa-
tients do not find the drugs,
fllegal means of obtaining them,” e::plams
one phammacist. But the smugglcrs.
adds, are not pharmacists themselves.
“They are probably people who travel
SMMMWMIDPMWM
want to make quick profit. points:
Due to restrictions on the registration of
new medications, therefore. the black mar-
ket may in fact fill an important gap. Abu
Qommaintainsl.hataboutS'lmedlmuons
are needed
lstemdegyptyeL"ltwouldbebemm

supply in-

Said, 14 addidonal
packages of uncertified

owners were arrested for selling

Egypt
pounds’ worth of

usually receives several

ed in from Arab countries and the
but I definitely refuse to sell such

into the

they resort to

urgently, but have not been reg-

body to absorb it and ase it efficiently.”

A diet which depends solely on ome of the
main food groups can lead to malnutrition, which
also reduces the standard of performance. Ac-
cording to Yasser El-Naggar, an acupuncture
(berapist, certain diets are the result of cam-
paigns for fat-free food products: such puritan-
ist can be very dangerous, because fats are an
essential source of energy.

Abdel-Wahab added that the oumber of fat
cells in the body does not increase when we in-
crezse food jon: “The nmumber of far
celis is formed during the first five years of our
life. After that, the more we eat the more these
cells grow in size.”

Abal-Ela Abdel-Fatah. head of the sports and
bealth department in the Faculty of Physical Ed-
ucation, Helwan University, said, “Protein, car-
bohydrales, and sugars arc essential for amy
physical activity; as long as thar activity equals
otr food mtake o calories, our bodies do not
form excess fat.™

Explaining further, Essam Noureddin, a bio-
chemist and physician at the Faculty of Med-
icine, Zaqgazig Um\rusuy. said people are so
a&aﬂofw carbohydrates that
they deprive ves entirely of these crucial
foods. The body starts oumt with glucose — the
product of sugars and carbohy — aod

brmgmedmnemsmtmses.whwhmaybe
to heat or bad
Abquumexplmns."Agmn,

hospitals to use.™

It takes at Jeast two years for a new med-
ication to be analysed and tbe relevaot ex-
periments carried ont. In some cases, bow-
ever, when the medicine is universally
acknowledged as safe and has been lested
by the US Food and Drug Administration,
the process takes only a couple of months,
The law also stipulates that drugs for which"
locally produced alternatives are available
should not be registered at all Casy access,

“The registration of drugs is not re-
stricted, merely organised.” explains Zak-
ariya Gad, the chairman of the Phar-
macists’ Syadicate. “This process prevents
the inondation of the market with severa]
different brands of the same drug, and
also allows us to avoid bringing in drugs
for which there are local altematives.
Doctors should cooperate with the min-
istry, informing it of drugs which need to
be regisiered, rather than confusing pa-
tients by prescribing unavailable med-
fcations.™

But patients are already confused by the In
namber of advertisements promoting ster-
oids, male-potency drugs and cosmetics.
Many of these are unlicensed, and could
bave very dangerous side effects.

“The advertisers are aware of people’s
psychology, and have thus played on two  Aay

Abdel-Hamid, a professor of plastic surgery
at Cairo University. “Most of the advertised
cosmetics arc not scientifically recognised
and may have serions side effects, Breast
aigmentation and weight reduction oint-
ments, as well as medicines to treat bald-

Poﬁonsan&loﬁm mmmwmﬁ;
ent mmﬁzmmmmﬁem

conditions.™
since the trad-

with Viagra.”

of quantity available and consumption. Gy-
naecologist Mohamed Fayad, bead of the
Egyptian Sterility Treatment Association,

The controversy over Viagra has also
brought the phammacentical industry as a
whole into the limelight. One issue ruised
bas been the frequent absence of licensed
medical personnel] in pharmacies, whid: are
sometimes illegally mm by
professionals. Uplicensed -salespeople oﬁen
recommend medications o custowers.

daeclmmanofaphmaneuncalmmpany
“It is one aspect of the geaeral chaos pre-
vailing. In developed conntries, a patient -
must present a prescription when buying
any medjcine. This i not the case here.” - -
But the government has recently been ex-
erting efforts to place the drug market under
stricter control. According to Gamila Mous-
sa, under-secretary for pharmaceuticals at

Patlents or '
guinea plgS"

Claims that Egyptians may unwntlmgly be
serving as human guinea pigs in a clil mea!
trial have been raising peopie’s blood. -
pressure. Mariz Tadros investigates .

" thens were
take part in a clinical study.

would remain a gifi to the

Whythendldsomcdoctnts

ly improve a patient’s chapces.
El-Gannnaladdedﬂm,

vemsmnentm

seronethmlaswﬂaswchmml

is just not acceptabie. The whole thing 1s so unethical ™ i N
'to this cardiologist. the problem fs that lager treatment o s
ts whose condition differs fiom those for - T

will thus be given to patien

known, documented and

TheNauonalemsnmne(N}n)mImbahahaslmgbeenmm

buyaMermachme.bmoouldmveraﬂ‘mddmgeme.mm

month, Duke University in North Carolina just

chmetuthel\ﬁmmyofﬂgdth.whmhmmdﬂmwﬁeﬂﬂl.

" So far, so good — until doctors at the institute bégam
sn-mgsamd:ed.md:efannofapmmo!bﬂmm

Ummtyandmemmpmwﬂﬁgymmwm

. Mwummmmmwmmmem

: MonennSamakforallowmgdoammpmceedwnhthelme:m .
-mmm&makchmedmomdmﬁeUmmdSmm
lam, infuriated, criticism. .
. wm@mmsmwmymmdemmm T

as balloon dilation or surgery. An American doctor who broughtthe

lmm&mm&eﬁﬂmmmwdmwwﬂmtf .

the institute wanted to terminate the protocol, the laser mackine © - -

Egyptian people.
: ﬂueffectsoﬂasexonpamtswbocmbeumdbymnuhods
. 'were unknown. This mmcertainty hss prompied many o wondes - -
Mﬁmmmmmgmmmm

DrAde]Imam.apmmmancardlologlstatﬂ:einsum,nomged
attlnsmgpmn.“Wewmﬂdmtappmveofanytbmg )

"s life. Wemelalhngabmtpmswho m\lms
, wotld need a heart

oppose
arcpstpmanoid.“heanswemd.“!nﬂ:cmmmm:sman _

g:Medha:El-GammaLarenownedhemmhﬂedﬂnmuo- . L .
duction of the Iaser treatment. Wher trealment with tracitional meth- - et T e
ods does not work, the patient’s life is left on the live. This js where - e T
hseromm.El—Gammalsand.foﬂhxsmwmeﬂmdmlddmﬂmal . S LT

uomou:s,ﬂnmmdidnotse- T
Eumtsforﬂlesmd y. He himseif was on thecom- - o oEah s
Mselecucn.hcsmd,elphm%ﬂ:ﬂanad- RO

viting interested patieats was posted at the institute. . R
“Allthehasslehasonlyconﬂmedand S e
vowe;ofmnvenuomlmeﬂmd:mpmtn;upmﬂmbmseh— - '
- ser is a new kind of treatment,” he saad. - Ce o ime
H—GamaldemedihﬂAmmsFoodandDmgAd:mon e e = LR
(FDA) had not approved the use of laser for patients
moderatcmdmcd:sms:,samngﬂm:tmmmﬂtﬁorﬂ[pa— -l
tients at all stages of candfac treatment. . R

motethanﬂueedoctotswhohavemmauonsagmmtdnmeofb B QI
One candiologist, speaking on condition of Axiomyinity, said that he oy

whom the treatment is pormally nised. “For thess cases, the nse of la-
ser has never been documented in medical joamals:
_ know that laser treatment shauld not be used as an sliemative to con- -
ventiondl methods. This is a universally accepied principle. But an- -
der the protocol, laser would be used on patients e
esofaldmcdlsmse.mslndofdﬁmmﬂhodswhnsemlsm

approved.”
prueb:sadamantoppoﬂnonwﬂns‘upmmm” :hcau'- S B -
dm]og:stdxdnotknowwhetherlasermldﬂmamapmmt'shfe. - cat
“This is just it, we don’t know what to.
besn done before. Wiy should we experiment with it on Egyptian pa- SN L s wmzan
' uemswhmwedon’tlmnwwtmwenegemngomsdmmm?'he T, Dt L e

clannsthatapm!ldexpmmmsbang T
conducted in the United States, “The Americans would never take o o .
suchansk.Thtswhymsbungdonehue.EvenﬂnAmmcandm- T e et

" tor who brongbt the laser machine admirted that patients in these con- mr L ’

suchama--
tmeaﬁseﬂnt

for unkngwn reasons, the

The doctor alsq said trat -

a

the protocol?! “Smdmnts -

snﬂ'ﬂ:mgfmm . L Nt m

this case 10 register the drog, to make it ness, are significant examples of the many But Dr Taher E-Qadi, another ¢ haiacﬁﬂ'mmyto L FL WP
available and fix its price,” he says. imeffective, unlicensed cosmetics which are tell. Laser kas not been WbytbeEDA,hemd.Nev- IR
Safery guaranices are also an important  illegally advertised and sold over the com-"  ertheless. he contended, “We don™t have to follow America in every- N
factor: imported medications are usually ter in pharmacies. Advertisements for med- The FDA is not the sols yardstick.™ He added: "With the imtro- o mn el
subjectthteo s:-atfct stgt:‘ge conditions to guar- - icine shoulgyb&cbanned. nrofalt_hl:]ugsmcﬂy - duction of any new. method of treatment, there are boond tobe I L
antee their effectivepess, condi~ supemsed Ministry » objecuons“El-Qad:sudthat Hseechctmsomwedﬂnptom- - L oa e e
uonswh:chmetypmbabiyabsemmtheme Viagra adventare revealed that male - ouly N e
of smuggled drugs. “The smugglers usually potencydmgtoplheblackmntkﬂmtems HoweverAl-ﬂhrmaneHyfonndmtﬂmﬂmewuewmmly . .- e

ers are nsually not membeys of the medical  wamns: “Due to misleading advertisernents, andhmcaﬂeaguesmnotapposedmmsmndnmmoﬂh:hﬂr U,
profession, they could be bringing in drgs  there has been an e in the use of vi-  machine, simply to the conditions attached. He agreed that whea bal- L s aa
past their expiry date without even realising  tamins and male potency drogs. Such dgs, loon dilation and surgery are not possible, laser is the most appropri- oy .'_"'.'_.'_f_'m"
it. This is why we get rid of all confiscated  however, may be dangerons if not taken mn-  ate method. Bt it shordd be used as alast, not a first, resort, he said. . =
drugs instead of keepiog them for state dn-m:tmdmalsnpemsmn.as:sd:cme “rhewayEgypuansmbemgusedugmneapgbjrﬂmAmms L T e o

" be said. “We L

n the primary stag-

the Ministy of Health, “more checks o ditions have not sud:munembefmemdﬂmhe:snn- zoT
pharmacies are being carried out, and in-"  sure what the results willbe” . " .- . R
cidents of smugglmg are decreasing sig- The cardiologist also oonnunfm-ﬂxeSOpanmts—the T
nificantly.” .control group — who will be taking medication. He said those w0 T E
response to directives issued by the ’tienis are supposed to come in fora check-up every three . I . T REy
Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Trade myﬂnnghappmsmﬂdm)ydmgmﬂueemﬂnmdwedon' Dl b TmhEo
and Supply is imposing tighter secority  bave time tointervens, ihe patient is done for, wheneas his chances C e AT
measures on Egyptian poits in an effort to - would have been better had he had indergone surgery or been treated weell T e
combat the Hlegal eatry of unlicensed med- by the balioon dilation method ™ Whatmnnst ,sdid the R A W
icine in general, and Viagra in particular. :‘fmologﬂ.m&amemmnngowmﬂdmw&m‘@mmfu PR
suspected medical cis are im- - not signed the protocol. ahead experiment A, e o Y
mediately sent for analysjs, and convicted | onEgjrpﬁans‘?"mwholemcm clearly unethical, he said. " . e

and sex,” explains Dr Amal

transforms it into one gramme of calories for eve-
ty kilogramme of the body’s weight. When there

is mo_sugar or carbohydrates, the body turns 1o -

protein  instead.

both emphasised the role of protein in fostering

tnuscle developmens.
Somcamlmwmtmlosewughtbybumng

fal. For them, Abdel-Wahab recommends ae

bics, whileEINaggaradwsesehmhmgupany—

lh&ghgmmmmsmm
want to gain move weight in the form of

muscles, either as an end in itself, or 1o build op
stength. For them, Dr Abdel-Fartah soggests re-
sistance training: “Geoperally speahng athietes
should increase their carbohydrate and protein in-
lake to form glycogen, which is important for the
muscles. Tomuse‘;nuscleme the resistance
training pattem shoul focus on lifting the same
amonat of weight an indefinite number of times
by gradually increasing the nomber of repeti-
tiozs. But 0 build power, the training pattern
should focusonmcreasmgthewelghts with the
same number of repetitions

every
For women, Ahdel—Famb adv:ses the Iatter -

VY v g G o, Tamme

smngglers are subject to prmitive measures. -
Penalties, bowever, are a bone of conten- -
tion among members of the parliamentary
bealth committee recently convened to dis- -
cuss amendments i the iaw on phar-

two meals confaiming all the
gtoups but in limited quantities only, a5

food
as may be ) especially cf
to their bodies and acuvities. ‘They malhnrhs.,!_ﬂ-.Nﬁarnoted:"Ampmne

about

weight.
Befmplanninganindividual‘sidu_l%l;mdn- of them are laxatives, and have a bad impact on
ercise routine, experts will nsually measure body  both the digéstive system and the Lieart.”
i ; -:As for chrominm; a. recent . additiop 1o the
.wught oonnula:senaLNomeddin said: “Chro-

mitwn, bums

2 mﬁabnlism.andcaﬁnghahifs.aﬂ bhod.!tex:slsnmnllymﬂwbodyaonsunmng.
and exercise programme will be prescribed. Pa- onepeteentoftotalfoodmtakeaﬂu:thasbem
tieats then need to commit to this prograome as ahgorbed. In large
an integral part of their lives for an extended pe- . liver, and may cause liver failare.”.

i The expérts” mamaducelsmsmrmy&om

malfunction. Clinical obes-. sweating, bad diets,

w.shmldl_::m@wnhh:mbemimlmahods. fangne.mdsnyamupr.mfmwagm:nonlya
i short period of time;
Gmdemfmwaghtmudmbefoﬂowedhy_
methods of weight coatrol, such as ac- healthy pecple; but a carcfolly planned diet and ex-
berbs, amtioxidants and. chrominm - mmmoﬂy. ' dﬂﬁsﬂdbrﬂre:pa-r. :

Enpertsa]sodlscussa:lﬂleuseofcomph-'
mentary
wpunctrre,

Itlsesumiedlhm:wrdnnafewwmks.abmtwlnumwﬂlhwe
been subjected to the laser treatment: Some doctors say that evalus-
- " ticns can be made only after four to six momhs; others believe that
. evalaation is possible immediately after the opération. Likewise,
_-somesayﬂntsirmlar“chnwnimdies havebemmdebcfme oth-
’e:smslstﬂmthxsxsﬂ:eﬁmtnne. . .

What is the bestwaytogetm blklnl shape?Eman o
Abdel-Moeti shedsafew kilos in Maadi -

. measuring conrolling -energy
a diet for a month, patients in the Tt can ted:stu'bmefms.anﬁ
et for 2 paqen body. .bc.lp i

-

It can be a useful ele-

“insulin i the
ltmmtﬁmdn

fat-free “food,
diets, overtraining to the point of
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~ . the village of

Is.there enough o
water to go around? -
The question is no
- longer academic in - §

.- Zagaluna, where
inhabitants cannot -
get enough imigation ¢
watertomeet |
subsistence needs.
Fatemah Farag
investigates . -

Sttetchedacmssthevalley of AlRadisiya channels, depriving ibe original farmers of rson is concerned,™ commented a senjor of-

Sharg are four. vilages inhabited by peaple
who have; time and again paid a heavy price
for the t of Bgvpl's water re-
" sources. First, were by the con-
struction of the High Dam, then they were
shaffled between varicus plots of land des-

} - " ignated for reclamation but unsuitable for the

»

» - purpose. Finally, they were brought bere — to
" - this arid Tand which

they made home. I is apt
- pexhaps thar one of the villages should be
- called- which, in the local dialect,

:

- flow of water, the people of Zag-
~."". " ‘aluna goday face starvation and an uncertain

s . .. fitune because of serious water shortages.

+,. ..*“The project was prepared in 1966 by
~Ipstiation for Rural De-

ya o
-~ Al the time, the amount of
-~ “Wewere moved here in the

;
i
|
5.
;
:

i
it
%a
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;
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well
“halfl

their fare share.™ . - :

Hussein does not deny the fact. “In 1990,
the Ministry of Agriculture established the
Upper jan Agricultural Company,
which sold land oumside the original acréage.
They added in the contracts of sale that they
were notL ible for the ly of water
to the land. sold 40,000 21,000
of which were marked for reclamation. Ten

thonsand have actnally been reclaimed.” In—

evitably, new Jandowners set their sights on
the water canals feeding the original plots. .

“They put in their pipes and their pumps
and suck out our water,” said Abdel-Azim,
tally dry end so 1 cannot grow anything. It
must be because they [the new landowners]
aremgreimpomnt.Weamonlypoorref-

Mohamed Kishk, professor at Minya Uni-

versity and anthor of Land and Water in
Egypt: A Study in the Use and Management
a} Resources in Egyptian Agriculture (Minya
University Press. 1994) documents similar
cases. Kishk indicates that in general there is

a Tack of basic information, research and de-

velopment studies, as well as a lack of co-
ordination between various authorities con-
cemed with land reclamation. For example,
the first concrele Egyptian land survey 1
1964 wes nndectaken after reclamation had
already stacted on 400,000.feddans. The first
comprehensive study 00 WALET TESOUICES Was
ouly completed in 1989.
!Gshk?sﬁndingsminto-rem:w[’gloc{,md
icultore Organisation figures, which in-
&iAglethatinlmthe’acmalmeaoﬂandir-
rigated in was 2.6 million bectares, m-
plying that the total surface of imigated land
has not increased since 1961, when canstruc-
tion of the Aswan Dam began. Reasons could
include the fect that 100,000 bectares have
been mined for mud bricks while more than
125,000 _hec‘ta:ﬁod_ were trbanised during the
mednspimamplelandmclamaﬁmau-
tivity — 1993 government statistics indicate
thalﬁQﬂ.ODOf%@-hﬂwbmree%
Kisbk mdicates statigiics regarding total
arcas of lapd reclaimed do not comrelate 1o
profitabili ' which, be claims, does not jus-
lhecﬂgsylofreclmlaﬁpn.
There is the bigger pictare to comsider as
“Wehavcawa!ﬂquomhicg_lssanda
billion square mebes, W Was cs-
ion was around
half of what it is today. Today we are below
mepo\-ertylineasfarasthewater_mg_m

g

ey ey e - T T T

cial at the Ministry of Imigaiion, who re-
quested anonymity. “According to inter-
national standards, individoals should bave
access 10 at feast 1,000 square metres of wa-
ter per year, Average figures in Egypt are
800 square metres.”

Kishk summarises the effects of these facts
on agriculnrre as follows: “It’s a recurrent sit-
vation: complaints, requests {for more water],
and a solution — but the fammers do not
know whether they got their fair share of wa-
ter, or other people’s f2ir share.™

Hussein explains that the waler canils were
built alopg the higher side of the lind. Re-
cemtly sold land, however, is to the left of the
canal, and hence more elevated, requiring
pumps to [ift the water. “This constitutes an
illegal diversion of water and deprives the
villages towanrds tbe end of the canal. Since
1988, we have taken constant action against

'._Ir‘"_ 'l_' .

these violations but 1t is of no use,” he la-
mented

.Acconding 10 Law 1271984 on Irigation
snd Drainage, legal action against such viola-
tions is rtestricted to the removal of the of-
fending pipe or pump at the expense of the
violator. “Unfortunafely po prison sentences
are stipulsted. So we sometimes a vi-
olator up to LES00 to remove an offending
pipe. but do you think a fanmer is going 1o let
his crops die? No. He just puts another pipe
m-'l

The wrath of the people of Zagalopa is di-
rected not only at the owners of the new land
but the officials of the Ministry of Ircigation,
who, they feel, bave not taken decisive action
in their favour. “What do we have o do to
gt these officials to realise that we are starv-
ing to death, that we are desperate?” de-
manded Ahmed Hussein. Abdel-Azim added:
“] saw the imrigation engineer the other day
while eating my daily loaf of bread. He said
to me ‘Abdel-Azim. what are yon doing?’
and 1 answered. ‘1 am eafing plain bread and
drinking salt water. This is what you have

!usm'-”

On the otlser side of the fence, irrigation of-
ficials complein of limited resoorces. “At the
Nile Water Pumping Station, for example, we
are dealing with machines which are thirty

old — their life ex is Jong
over. It l1akes about two
for a_spare part proces

Despite such constrajnts, plans for the fo-
tye are underway. “In 1985, the minisiry
aached a fve-year study project funded by
the US Agency for Intémpational Develop-

ment. In 1990, we started a projeci which in-
chudes the bnilding of a second pumping sta-
ﬁon.flmdedbytheWoﬂdBank.whichwi]l
be functional in December (Nile Station II),
and a project to W open canals into closed
grigleliues to conserve water — 90 per cent of
ich has been completed along the Wadi
Abadt Canal (10.50km loeg) and a new Ra-
disiya water pump which will solve the prob-
lem on the Radisiya water camal (22.50km
long).” Tests on the latter began last week:

the inhabitanis were disappointed.
water did not reach the last four villages,”™ re-
ported the Osiris Centre’s Abdallab, whe wil-
nessed the events. Hussein points out that, for
the waler station io become effective, the
Nile II station must become operational.
“When all of this comes , the water
quota of the whole area will be doubled. To-
day in Radisiyva we need 13,000 square kilo-
metres of water. We have
planned for 14,000." Why
is it taking so long? “The
. The Radisiya

million ds and was
funded the Islamic
Bank. It took a long time
to get that money,” ex-
plained Hussein.

The efforts of the Min-
isry of lmrigation are Jost
on the people of Zagaluna,
however. “This is nol the
fumre we hoped and
worked for,” says Ahmed
Hussein. “We were prom-
ised six feddans when we
were moved from Wadi
Halfa. Then we were giv-
en a ration book.” He pulls
out the old document. The
last figure registered: LES
and 16 piastres in 1969.
“The money they gave us
was not enongh, We
would work other people’s
- Tand for I8 piastres a da;
‘. to stay alive. We were fi-
nally given this land in
1972 %odn , we are still
poor and, for all it is
worth, landless.”™

The inhabitants were en-
couraged to take out leans
from the Agricultural
. Bapk with which they

could dig wells :Ind install
pumps as an alternative
water source. “We ate the
Joans,” said Fawziya
Money was used to either
satisfy dire food needs or
was speni on pumps which
e at.. proved futile. “Now we

. ~:: ar= being asked to pay
back the money. Well, we
can’t. Maybe if they send us to jail as they
are threatening to do, we will find someone
to feed us,” she said.

Villagers are trying lo organise their
ranks_ At a village meeting, old men listen
to young women argning their points of
view, children crowd aronnd and listen at-
tentively, men and women engage in heat-
¢4 debates on the best way to address the
issue and the fatest developments. “We
want the press to come and listen. We
want to feel that people in this couniry
care about us,” said Fouad

Abdallah has suggesied the establishmem
of an NGO that would be involved in com-
munity development althongh he acquiesced
that, “when we went to start the
we were told that all NGOs could undergo
major changes with the new law, 50 we will
have to wait”

Experts worry that Zagaluna is not only an
example of presemt water problems, but a
hint of fomre water shortage scenarios. Huss-
ein emphasises: “All over the conntry, there
are indications: in Kafr Al-Sheikh, the rice
crises and the decisions that have cut down
on rice axi sugar cane cultivation. Also dip-
lomatic mancenvres with Nile Basin coun-
tries. All of this is very relevant,” he con-
cluded. ]

But the people of Zagaluna have had
enoagh. “If they do not have water to give us
then they should send us back io where we
came from,” said Hussein ly. “T am not
going on anotber wild goose chase 1o Toshka
or anywhere else, Thay told me to reclaim
this 1and and [ reclaimed jt with my fife. Give
me the waler. R is mine, after all.”
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plant. for example, cost 20

The thin
of the land

Ratiba Salah Hassan, in her fifties, is a sweet-catured
woman despite the harshness of her life. It is with an
obliging smile that she begins (o tell her 1ale, sitting
on the dirt floor of her cne-room home.

I was 19 when we were moved from Wadi Halfa
Nasser was gathering his people back inlo & country
which had been freed. We were promised land and
support.” she begins. “Our homes were very nice in
Halfa, and we had livestock and everything, but we
thought we would star1 a new life in Egypt and we
were hopeful ™

The first stop for ber clan was Esna. *“The land was
so bad we could not plant it. The government gave us
some help but it scon stopped and we had to take jobs
for 18 piastres a day.” The demotion to day workers
was pamful, bt hope was rekindled whep a
inent member of the Aswan Governorate decided to
find a solution.

“We were bronght to this area, which was being re-
claimed. It was all desert and so salty. I remember
that pew earthenware water jugs used to crack in a
month because of the salt. Once, I was giving birth
and peeded water that was not salty. T bad to suck a
water melon.” Those were difficuit times, but Ratiba
and family worked bard, and in three years they were
barvesting their first crops.

Tt was the beginning of a better — if not more lei-
surely — life. In the course of the following years,
Ratiba went on to bave eight children. “] work in the
fields — I do everything, from planting to sowing to
barvesting. Then I bake the weekly bread and take
care of the livestock_ ¥t is a tough life, but I do it for
my children. I want them to be so much beter than
what they are.” She remembers whee her infant son
was sick and she did not have enongh mosaey to go to
a doctor. “He was bleeding for four days and I didn’t
know what 1o do.” She panics just remembering the
incident. “My pillows are still stained with the
blood.”

Shesh'etchesoutherhand.“Evgrthin%:lellyou
true. ] just wish one of the officials who passes by
here all the time would look at us with quarter of an

eye.

When the current problem began in Zagaluna, Ra-
tiba was one of the first to search for solutions. “The
government said go to Abu Simbel and I did, but the
fand was full of stones and scorpions. It took os six
hours 1o get there, standing in a big trock. It was fer-
rible.” Then there were similar trials at Wadi Kabrit
and Al-Nugra, where, “when the water Jevel rose, it
flooded our crops and when it receded. our land
furped to deser.™ So it was back 1o Zagaluna

“My husband has had 10 go 10 Tiskba [Foshka] to
search for some money. 1 felt so bad because the last
time be came back I could only send him away with
two loaves of bread and an onion,” she says with a
deep sigh. Ratiba carries the burden of her family
with resilience. “1 am responsible for two sons and
their wives and children as well as five other chil-
dren”

Tears start to well up in her eyes, bowever, when
she starts describing the room around her. “As you
can see, we are crammed in here. We have no trench-
es for sewage.™ She gets up and goes outside. “Here,”
she says pointing at a hole in the ground berween her
house and the neighbours”. “This is our bathroom,
which we share with the neighbours. When the con-
wainer fills, one of the girls camries it on her head, and
has to walk five kilometres out of town 10 dump it
This happens about every five days.”

To get drinking water these days, the local women
have to walk for half an houyr to the nearest pump.

Sometimes it is too much for Ratiba. “I will tell you
that sometimes, lying in bed, I beg God for death. I
can’t stand to see my children like this.”

But most of the time, the fighter in her prevails. “T
understand what is happening — 1 am a bint balad.
When things got sweet somcbody cise wanted it —
and got it We are oaly poor people. I have been re-
duced to begging for work wherever I can get it, even
if it means working on the land of the people who
have deprived my children. Everyone talks about the
importance of reclamation. They are going to reclaim
Tosbka. Well, how about this Jand?”’

Ratiba wants water — but there is more. “I want a
health facility and a sewage trench and a school.™ She
smiles and iooks af a young woman sitting beside her.
“] want a workshop for these young women so tbey
can do decent work,” she adds. “Oh, and don’t fi
I also want sometbing in which my families can dip
their bread.™

e . .

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh
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World
Cup shots

Weak in defence
SOUTH AFRICAN coach Philippe
Troassier admitted that his team may be
caughtshonmdefencemtheWorld
Cup. “T know we’ llbe[;:eakﬂmre.bml
have concentrated on the strong poinis
of the team,™ the Frenchman said when
henamedasquadof?.lwhmhconmned
RO Surprises
Troussicr admitted he would miss the
defensive strength of John Moeti and
Eric Tinkler, who have been ruled out
through injury. “I believe I have 14 key
players and the rest will provide good
cover,” he added.

Ronaldo against AIDS
STAR BRAZILYAN striker Ronaldo,
world soccer piayer of the year, has
joined a United Nations campaign to
slow the of the HIV virus and
Acquired Immmune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) among youth, a UN statement

'I'he"l ~year-old cafled for young men
and women to themselves
against the deadly virus. Ronaldo has
donaled a poster carrying his si
and the message “Play Safe!” 10 the
education and profection campaign,
according to the UNAIDS programme
which groups six UN agencies.

“As a young person. 1 am very awarc
of the threat of this virus, and I believe
that I can play an important role in
standing up to this threat. It is up to us,
the young people of the world, to make
a difference,” Ronakio was quoted as
saying.

“So many young men and women my
age think that if they know their partner,
they won't get infected. But it just isn’t
true. “We need to protect ourselves and
our partners each and every time. When
I play to win, I play safe!”

Beefed up team
DIEGO MARADONA'S father no -
longer does the cooking but Argeatina’s
World Cup squad is still planaing to eat
a huge amonnt of beef during the finals.
“We're going lo deliver ha]fa 1oane of
meat {o their training camp,” said Jorge
Santamarina, owner of the Carnarcamne
Argentina meat-importing firm
supplying the squad. This is the
equivalent of 33 head of catle.”

Beef, the staple dict of Argentines, is

Rehearsal for the opening ceresony (photos: AFF)

beautiful 4
ame in Paris—

Fact ?'fflle

_ '1954,766, 80, ‘86 ad 9.

-3. Peie his the greatest rgmber of -
World Cup winners” medals which he

' - wonin1958,"62a0d "70. .

the twice World Cup winpers 958, 70 -
cannot do without for the moath or so 4. The Joungest player aWord -
they will spend in France. - Cup is Pele. He was 17 yess and eight
The half-tonoe consignment is . monﬂ:swhmBrazﬂm:n&vedenm
intended to keep the Argentine _ " 1958. :
delegation in beef from their arrival in FRANCE IS PLAYING host to the largest and most relations own goal over ticket distribution. the tournament cutside their own comtinent. - _5.The tophymthe
complex World Cup finals ever staged, praying that  The European Commission is threatening the CFO  France bave high hopes, 00, and are bidding to be-- W"mCﬂPBNﬂm'mldeOf

France untl the 12 July final. They will

'cumeﬂ:eﬁrsthoststomnmeWoﬂanpmAr- -'

and42dayswhmhlslmﬁ:phyﬁdm

use refriperation facilities o store the hoohgansaudtenunsmdonotnunlhepmy organising committee with a hefty fine, accusing it of
meat at their World Cup in The stakes could hardly be higher as the French earmarking too many tickets for sponsors, VIPs and for . gentina in 1978. _
L’Eirat on the outskirts of St Eti welcome an estimated haif a million foreign visitors  sale in France. Less than a third of the 2.6 miliion tick- Bes:desBlehetomamtfeaumaﬂﬂmpm—- “Spainin 1982.".

for the 32-nation event. The 10 June to 12 July tour-  ets were sold abroad, prompting fears that a black mar-  vious champions apart from Uniguay. Gemmany, who 6. 'I‘h:oldmtplzyumwszmld _
Pactonh“ﬁgans nament will also aitract a staggering total television ket will emerge and dismipt plans to segregate rival Iastwonﬂeroﬂqu:leQO,magmnuppad_ s:fj;halmmm Mﬁﬁﬂe
BRITISH FANS who cause trouble at audience of some 37 billion as “the beautiful game” fans. “strongly although their To52. years a mmths pain

the World Cup will be barred from
returning 1o France for the rest of the
tournament under a new bilateral

is beamed around the globe.
The Freach government has ploughed some 9.4 bil-
lion francs ($1.58 billion) into the event and aims to

This World Cup will be Egyptian TV broadcast all the games on. ageing team may be past
the first 1o (eature 32 teams, mmmguu lusﬂlesports‘h:hannelﬂ; itshest. -

up from 24 in the United | 4l be fannched with the

of the World

7. Brazil is the c rywhich

] on!yeomy
. mmpe.tedmaﬂmWnﬂthpﬁnals
' “Antonio

SMem:os

portray itself as a modern and vibrant nation. States four years ago. The ised 7,000 -police for
agreement, Home Secretary Jack Saw  PUg e days France will be at the centre of at-  logistical challenge s been | Sube et mm pleycd s aoy. they ool oe brosdt. | World Cip _duty while. 1e4 in the most Warld -
Sixty-five of Briwin's worst soccer  LS0IOT for the whole world, host o the catir plan-  beighiened by the decision | oy ot 15:00; 16:00 20d 2:00 hours.If twe mateh. | magisrstes wil beon duty .F“"’“H“."‘W"‘-lm 54,
troublomakers have already had ei,” French President Jacques Chirac said this week. to make finalists play their es will be played a day, they will be broadcast at around the_clock to send - 58,762 and in *66. He will be'equaled
restriction orders imposed on them to “Our welcome must be exceptional and perfect. 1 three initial group matckes | 15.00 and 18:00 hours Cairo local time. woublemakers to prison. - _mﬁame"%—pyﬁenmn_y‘s[.oﬂ_u!r
prevent them from aftending the World ~ 1OPe_ial everyone will display a spinit of - ﬂlDdiffmmtpvlear;u:»do The toumamext ﬁ,&."wamkwwm 8.
e sponsibility,” be added. Organisers wn ; to ke o rectints - Sspg .
Cgl:'nsvv“;ﬁtt:!::‘zmoc?ngmrsﬁd But the omens are not good. the problems this would pose, citing the country’s so- ofover"4bxlhon&ams(%0mﬂhon)andanopu-_._ 9. The following players campeted in
that under the new agreement with The security threat seems real enough as France an-  phisticated transport links. ating profit is forecast, althongh this. would not have - mostmalchesmWoddCupﬁnals :
France. zny British booligan convicted nounced last week thai it had unravelled 2 funda-  Those fans will prefer to focus on the activities of bempossiblemthoutbmvymvesunenlbyﬂleﬁmch Germany’s Uwe Secler and Eothar
ofafootbaﬂmlatedoffmcedm-mgthe mentalist Islamic guerilla network as it prepared to  strikers such as Ronaldo, the world's iop player. Brazil Maﬂhms.l’oland s Wiadislaw Zmuda
World Cup will have a restriction order throw a massive security net around the tounament.  will be {ooking for an unprecedented utleandwill 'I'he:ecnn.ofcwrsc.beonlyonemnmranﬂ:e *s-Diego Maradona have
ur.gaddmontoan hment World Cup organisers, who have spent more than  be bidding to repeat their unique achievement of 1958  pitch come 12 July but the French fervently hope their aﬂp]ayedlemmd:u.
y panis five years getting ready, have already scored a public  in Sweden when they became the only country to win eﬂ’oﬂsoﬂ'ﬂieﬁeldarecrownedwuhsuncess : IG.Gu'dMullnromenysmreda

handed down by the French judiciary.
“T have sought to ensure that we do
everything we can help to ensure that
those who are decent and law-abiding
are able to watch football in safety and
comfort,” Straw said. One of the first

(Gate-crashers

.rwo:dtomlufugonls(lo:nlmand

four in 1974) In the World Cup.
'11. As for the top scorer in a World

.f...Cupﬁnals.InstFonﬂmeomenne
. sw:ed}Sgoa]s

in Swedén in 1958.
+12. Lucien E-avzent of France scored

measures Straw ok last year to try to ' '
prevent British fans, who have a long = - - ?@i;s&@mmawm&pﬁnﬂs |
=ezss” could spoil party| ememgmme
encourage judges to use restriction ' . gwesltnnm:fcgglsmasmglc ‘
orders when convicting anyone of a goals in Cameyoon’s net i 1994.
soccer-related crime. ) s met I .
Only nine were in place when be THOUSANDS OF POLICE are undergoing speclal cheap, police fear the com- .7 14. Enpland"s Geoff Hurst scored the
announced the initiative and Straw said training, anti-terrorist squads are working overtime petition in June and July 3 mustgoaismaWoﬂdQ:pﬁml.He
he expected the number of orders to and first-aid teams are rehearsing their emergency might prove imesistible to §  scored three times in England’s 4-2 win
have increased from the current 65 as drills. Europe’s army of football % _ agmnst'West-Gumanymﬂ:engﬁﬁnaL_
the World Cup begins. It is not only the players who have prepared them- thugs. Fremch security of- - _15.The oldest piayer to score in a
Many cases of soccer violence are still selves for the biggest soccer event in history. “The ficials have been working - World Cup is Cameroon’s Roger Milla -
pessing through the courts and other World Cup should be first and foremost a party, bet  with their European coun- © who'was 42 years, onemonthande:ght
fans may be arrested at other to make sure it's a success, security will be funda-  rterparts for months in 2 bid B -dayswhenhesootedagamstkusmam
matches before then, he said. mental,” |:Fl'v.'.s-cl:: Interior Minister Jean-Pierre Che- 10 head off violence, !d::d : 1919:11” tomal of
iots venement sai blemakers greatest goai.sscm-ed
Anyone who bas had a restriction e ﬁmwdmnml ' _'mtbeWoﬂdCup:sI%mSpuum

order imposed must report to their tocal
police station while any England match

Police fear numerous gate-crashers nnght be plan-
ning to spoil the party, from t guerrillas

o 1982, .

17. Brﬂhlhassmedlhemostgoals

being p during to mindiess hooligans. i T
Eey Fail tl'iyl:dso they ggewu;ﬂtgg:p i To counter the risks, France has mobilised one of will maintain a low profile. Waorld Cop matches with 159-goals.
months in prison. its larpest security operations since World War II. leaving much of the basic . — 18. The greatest number of goals
promising a mixture of overt policing and nndercover  patrolling to ‘civilian® ste- _ _mndmamg]eWodd&pmawh:s
Moore’s medais operations. wards. : __12m 1954whenAnsma
S “We will go into this World Cup knowing that we  Some believe the mach- - Switzedapd 75, - = v
THE FOOTBALL Association and the have done everything possible 10 handie the event,” publicised problems with __~I9. The greatest winming ina ¢
World Cop match was nine goals.

NaﬁonalFootbaﬂMuswmwil]mmgp

said Rene-Georges Querry, a police inspector gensral

7 Hungary beat South Korea 9-0 in 1994,

in a bid to keep former England captain h coordinating secimity plans fi Inttm ashpoint

Bobby Moore's World Cup winners’ :ﬁ:;s:;y £ ve or the " Eanising ﬂm-mé;g 20. The greatest number of goals

medal from falling into foreign hands. Sccurity was very tight at the last World Cup in  has been criticised for its scored in a Wordd Cup final is seven.
‘G BrazilbmtSweden -2 in 1958.

Moore’s first wife Tina, who lives in
g:Uniwd States, has put the medal

m England’s 1966 World Cup victory
and other soccer memorabilia up for

1994 in the United States but there was very little
trouble. By the cnd of the 52-maich tournament, less
than 100 people had been arrested.

Nobody expects France to get off so lightly.

" World Cap was that of Vaviav Masek of .
": Czechoslovakia, scored in 15 seconds - 3

sale and there are fears the trophies “Our biggest security concern this year is un- eign  soccer ons. ‘against Mexico'in 1962,
could end up overseas. Most of the doubtedly terrorism,” said Walter Gagg, head of se- Ticketless fans are being : Zlﬁmmmedtbemsoalsm ' :
money for the bid, expected to be more curity at soccer’s world governing body. FIFA. “The urged not to come 10 oneWoﬂanpnoninngZTgoﬂsm
than two million pounds ($3.3 million). texrorists know there is no bigger platform for them France, but many people S 1958,
would come from the proceeds of the than the World Cup.” are expected (o make the ; Z‘iWalln'ZengaafIm]yhagmcmc
h%selypowlgrnagg:;lémy&” New: speculated that 2 raid on suspected Is-  trip in the hope of pi lmwmﬂmeg&pwsﬂllzm

ports Minister - lamic damentalists in Belgium in March un- tickets on the black mar- Hocligans haont the snccess ﬁm]g .. & gonl He went minutes
expressed general support for using covered evidence that Algerian guerrillas were kugt.Th:srmsesthespectre the of the ’ " withoufc nsoalmﬂ:e1990
lottery money to save the memorabilia paring 2 World Cup bombing campaign. of an explosive mix of fans from different countries handm:hcgtuundsmguacloseweWo[ﬂoublebe—. fimals.
for the nation played down the investigation, saying l.l‘.hadnotm— i together, rather than the usual arrangement of fore activating a weli-established “fast-track”™ justice Mmmmhmeaphyawas

*] think there’s a strong case, Moore's

vealed anything “dramatically worrying,™ bui senior

Seating Secording to nationality.

systemwhchwﬂlseethsaccusedmedandsmlmmd

" sent off 'was, 55 seconds in 1986 when

medais mean a lot to many people,” he officials said behind-the-scenes probes were com-  And if they fail to get scais, rival fans are likely 1o within 48 hours. Penalties will be- ; Up to three . French referee Joel Quinicu sentoff .

said in February. tinuing. converge on giant television screens being set up in the  y&ars in jail for offences inchuding ¢ beha\'iour . Urugunay” shmamwhmst : 4
Moore, hero of England's World Cop Crack military units will provide security for teams  host cities to show the games. Throw in summer heat - violence and incitement. . "Scotand for'n-tackls on Gordon

victory in 1966, left bis trophy such as the United States, while armed troops will andcheapFrcnchwmandyouhav:arempeform- In addition, plainclothed ¢ "mﬂmmeﬁ'nm _S

collection to Tina after they paried in

guard some facilities. “Threats facing France have

around Europe to heip the French to hm -dowa

25, T‘berennrdmawdforn‘wmd&rp ’

" ..match was 203,849 for Brail against .

the early 1980s. not yet disappeared,” Chevenement said. 'I'heInwncannsﬂymlldepluqunoﬁ,alﬂpohcea lmown hooligans. "We will find them, we always do,™ :
He died of cancer in 1993, aged 51. y Hooliganism could also provide major problems. day on World Cup duty. Among their number will be a senior British police officer, Chief Superintendent "{kﬂzﬂa!ﬂ‘ﬁﬁmm‘ﬁ‘mml{m
The proceeds would go to the couple®s  With France so easily accessible and avel relatively  units of tough notmps.Magxs:meswﬂlaIsobeon EddyCurus.d. R T4 -

growp-up children Roberta and Dean.
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round.

vetseddmmatlm.llym 1994 when they
'dmppedomoftheﬁrstmnnd.gammng
just-ope point. This time Cameroon
share Group B with Austria, Chile, and
A successful mn of pre-cup friend-
-h&scouldpropelthehonstodlesecond

o
and .determination, SmdiArabia’stenmmlnmmgmnmm
Onlynmewi]]te!l i
if that will help. '

Camemonwouldliketoconpneupns

. 1990 feat, whea the ‘Indomitable Lions’

be  prabbed . themhead]mes by bfungﬂ;énﬁ;:
- .genfina in opening matc] B |

.. came the first African team to make it to faly.
the quarter finals. Butthclrformmre-

Nigeria’s “Super Eagles’

stunned the
football world when it almost knocked
oot Italy in the second round before
bowing out to a late goal This time
armmd.lheeaglesmmmcso-called
“group of death™. With Bulgaria, Spain
and nguay. the eagles might not fly

as high or as far as in 1994,

As for our own national team, which
reached the World Cup twice, in 1934
and 1990. Egyptians hope it won't be
too long before they get there again. In
the meantime, cheering on other teams
will have to do for now.

Gettlng bigger, but is it better?

manowngoalmdmlwﬂl-WoﬂaCnpﬁoi]-

" lestrate how the form of an international foot-
bdlu-:sahfeordwhblmess.
" -“Pradiionalists

is de-
with 24 Jast

believe the

vilued by 32 teams compared

. having
"_mandlﬁwaybackmlw&beﬁ:ungluwu]-
" fore teams now féature.

Andﬂmymayhengmihatemmmdm
mpohucsnndpmﬁtmlhc:mmmemmufm-
more teams from Africa and Asia for

C ard o he garme:

However, surely the Cameroon of 1990 and Ni-
geria of four years ago added & valuable exuber-
agce fo the ofien serions business of top Hight

i stmng fivorites with England

" into ‘Word Cup

remlls,mﬂsnrelygvelhcﬁnals another side 10
its cultoral richness.

Jamaica, however, arealmostcemmlynotgo—
mgtovnnﬂ:eWoﬂdth: In fact, only six na-
tions have done so — Brazil, Gmnany. Italy, Ar-
; The first four are
séen aé ontsiders.
Hosts France have ‘a slight chance of being the
sevcnﬂ:wmnms,too,asha‘veSpam.Qoaﬂaand
Yugoslavia have a host of talented players and it,
mﬂbemmungd'lheyuunsheenechmm]shll
SUCCESS.
Tl:eevemhasbeenaSOuﬂ:AmeunvemxsEu-
rope conlest with the South Americans edging
aheadeaghtv.mstnscvenwhenBrazi]wunm
fourth tournament in 1994. -
TherehavebeenlBEmopunﬁnahstsomofSO
but when Andreas Brehme scored from the pen-
alty spot at the Rome Olympic Stadium in 1990
to cam Germany a revenge win over Argentina, it
was the first time a Buropean side had .beaten a
South Amersican ope in seven finals.

Brazil have won. four of five finals while Ger-
many have regulally proved their durability,
reaching six finals and wimning . three of them.
Germanya:ealsotheonlytcamtohavecompeted
in three successive finals and reached the quar-
terfimals in all but the 1938 and 1978 evenis.
Statistics may be interesting but cument formn is
uﬂ:nabemrgmdc. The 1998 World Cup final

AndJammsCa:ibbeanmwd.regardlessof party could be dancmgwmemgennnatango

. Ticketing discrimination: France wins

AFREN’CHCOURT:dmIﬂﬁdthatd:eucketpol-

'wyhyﬂ:eWodanporgmlserswasmfan' but it

coolt do nothing about it. -

AParxscmmlastweckﬂmwontt!ncasehmugm'

- by 33 members of the European Parliament de-

that- French World cup organisers re-

distribute pyore than 700,000 tickets to give foreign *
... faps a better chance of getting seats. _
The MPs, mainly British, Dutch and Germans, .
of an international choros of protesters-

- W
aeeusmgﬂr.French committee, CFO, of
. discfimination. They dthc ision to sell only a

dmdoflhc_jmilhonuckemavaﬂnblcoumdethe
eumy hosting the World Cop favoumdFrench

fmr!ym-pmsedbecausethe

arganising
- fzmnedmdemsomeanmuldnothan—
" dle the case becanse the MPs who filed it were nat

'pe:mﬂydmdvantagedslm:hcyhadnotmed

to buy the tickess themselves.
“rolahdnucketmmtoemutonemml}'

Gamros
Spain’s Carlos Mdya

At 26,

md,maspmdmnmamdbym

:;i:.nls:&dcwewﬂlmaetmthcfummm

!ngJuanCaﬂosot'SP'm was in the

torney forthc32 lawmakers sa:d while explaining
thecomtsmhng. “By asking for 700,000 tickets,
the conrt to change the law.”

At the first ' Jenkinson had said that the
CFO’s ticket policy contravened three clanses in
the Treaty of Rome, which omlaws discrimination
on grounds. of nationality. restraiot of movement of

goods and seivices, and abuse of dominant posi- -

tion.

The parlmmcmannnshad also asked the Paris
court to pass on the complaint o the
Comtof.lusuceaslhewaywassﬁllopenfornther

- challenges from EU citizens.

Bowever, the ‘court said that access was equitable

. mallthefansandlha:lhercwasaposmbﬂmyfor.

citizens to seek redress individusally.
Although it was 100 late to redistribate the tick-

. ets, the court’s admission of mmfairness in the sys-

wo oles m Parls

SPANIARDSMuyaandSanchawonthem:n sandwom:nsFrenchOpmcmwusarRolmd

cruised compatriot Alex Corretja 6-3, 7-5, 6-3 to win the French _
Opcnmwnandaumplmadmforhsmuyﬂkohndsmlnmewmn s cvent,
Sanch&VmﬂecMherthudFrmchOpm

Aranixa
oaica 6-2 and laiming it a major boost
Mln tbem'?mﬁndsvm Wiliams/ Insl':!m Gimelstob (US} beat

(USY Luis Lobo [Argentina) 6-4, mher:mmcuumrmch :
| SpamshworldNos wﬁmmcfm:dmd”mﬁ‘e??‘ﬂm..
OPﬂl when she was 0
Se.lcss°4bmlﬂﬁmdmmeuﬂ$haeme1§1h:mym&m,Bgmdt.ormms
smmmmw“ﬂ?mmmdlmmkﬁatﬂwf“m’

smdmnemsmnmsdommn&ofﬁlegmndslam

-tem cou]densmetba:ﬁlmevmtorgamsm avoid
Fornow,lhzdmbeneﬂmnwof!hepohcyare -
-Enopeancmzens.b!a:kmaﬂ:etdmlersmd&ench

aﬁmforoneseit‘. Phﬂhpknhnson,at- " authorities.- ForEnropmnfans.theuclcetsysmm

"to po to Frence from

rather than swinging to the Brazil's samba beat if
Argentina’s good results continne. Argentina fin-
ished 1op of their arduous qualifying series and
roay benefit without the destabilising influence of
the now retired Diego Maradona. Warm up vic-

- todes over Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and the lrish Re-

public, however, have omly boosted their con-
fidence, bt the 1-0 defeat over Brazil in the
Maracana stadium on 29 April topped them all.

Coach Daniel Passarella has enforced discipline
in his squad by ordering no earrings, long hair or
homosexuvals and time will tell how effective that
policy has been.

Brazil, which also lost to the United States in
February as well as the Argentina defeat, look to
be heading into the finals with doom and gloom
clovds on the horizon. Coach Mario Zagallo, un-
dermined by the appointment of former star Zico
as one of his assistants, at first giaace seems to
bave a problem oz his hands. A case of too many
chiefs? The sitnation in 1994 was just the same
though In fact, it was Zagallo himself who was

ted amongst the staff of coach Carlos Al-
berto Parreira. Despitc constant criticism from all
quarmsmBmthPmeuamanagedwgmeﬂyen-
dure the torrent of abuse to lift Brazl's fourth
world title. And a team with the likes of Ronaldo,

- Roberto Carlos, Denilson and even without the in-

Jjared Romario must surely have a sirong chance
of making it five titles.
Germany, which fell 1-2 to Brazil in March,

wﬂl ot be a big problem since it is relatively easier
than from outside.
They will still be able to get the tickets throngh le-
et itia Frmiee, or Throngh the black

The system also saved French anthorities from
the pressure of dealing with large numbers of fans
from all over the world

But the French should expect headache from
English fans who were determined to travel to
France a1 all costs. The British government advised
football fans 1o stay home if they had not bought
tickets yet. But the English Football Supporiers As-
sociation (EFS) sgid it was umrealistic ic expéct
fans not o travel,

“Tt doesn’t matter what you tell people,” said AK-
son Pilling, mternational officer of the EFS. “Peo-
ple who have wavelled abroad before know that
black market tickets are always available and i
think our view on that is 1o give advice on the basis
of what people are going to do.”

Of conrse relying on the black market could be a

'veqrnskybusmeas.ALondoncumpanywasshut

have an ageing squad with Jurgen Kohler, Thom-
a5 Helmer, Thomas Hassler, Andreas Moller and

Jurgen Klingmann all on or over 30. Lother Mai-
thaus, their World Cup winning caplain of 1990,
raised the average age when he was called into
the squad in their dour. (-0 draw with Finland late
last month. The 37-year-old was catled up for his
fifth World Cup finals because Matthias Sammer,
their heroic sweeper in their successful Euro "96
mmpmgn.faﬂﬁtoreooverﬁommcurﬁnglmee
injuries.

On a better nole, Oliver Bierhoff, who topped
the scorers in Italy with 27 goals for Udinese this
season, scored six in the qualifiers and his ‘con-
sistent strike rate must be a major brump card in
France "98.

Italy, which reached the 1994 final after just
scraping through from their groop and coming
back from behind in later rounds, can never be
discounted. They made things hard for themselves
in qualifying but their strength in all departments
must give them a good chance.

The football purisis will be hoping, regardless
of who wins France 98, that the tournament will
be remembered for its exciting football. Over the
years, goals have dried up as organisation rather
than inspiration has become the trend. Just com-
pare Brazil's champions in 1970 and 1994,

So now begins the force that rocks the world

every four years, geiting bigger and bigger each
time they put up the nets.

dowm after it failed 1o deliver, having sold 40,000
World Cup tickets raking in £2.4 million.

Meanwhile in Cameroon, the president of the

country’s football federation, Vincent Onana, was

to have been charged with trafficking
World Cup tickets. He allegedly sold tickets from
lheFedemnonsaJ]ocmontoaInndonbaseden—
tertainment company.

Cameroon’s judicial authorities opened an in-
vestigation into the matter ‘which could prevent
3.000 Cameroon rs from receiving their
tickets for France "98.

Demand for dckets has been soaring as the kick-
off of the world™s blggst football event neared.
There were reports of ticket offers on many interner
message boards and electronic mail. Prices varied
from about $200 for a standard first rousd maich to
$13,000 for premium seats at the final.

Official ticket prices or the final on July 12 are
between $70 and $590 while first round match tick-
eis are between $25 and $60. But the going price
for seats ot the opening malch between Brazil and
Scotland was a minimum of $400.

nas Mazhar and sports staff, Nashwa Abdel-Tawah (from Paris), Abeer Anwar, Eman Abdel-Moeti and Dalia El-Henawi

e

World
Cup shots

Blatter

president of FIFA
JOSEPH BLATTER beat Lenpart
Johansson and became president of
FIFA. the first round vote
111-80. Lefi short of the necessary
two-thinds majority, Johansson
withdrew after the first round vote,
The decisive decision as to which of
the two men rules the most powerful
governing body of foorball was
entirely up to the African conniries
who voted in favour of Blatter. :
President of the African Confederation
1ssa Hayatou tried earlier to convince
the African countries to back
Johansson but failed.

TV set

sales soar

SALES OF TELEVISION sets in
Europe have soared since the start of
the year in anticipation of the World
Cup soccer championships, industry
sources said The sales have risen most
In countries which qualified for the
tournament, they said, and involve
mostly expensive sets Joaded with
features.

Union, sales of sets climbed 20.3 per
cent from January to April and video
cassette recorder sales were up 21.6
per cent in the same period. This is
directly tied zo the World Cup becanse
the seasonality is reversed “Normally,
50 per cent of sales happen just before
the end of the year holidays,” a union
official said.

The sound
of success

" GERMAN COACH Bertie Vogts will

use classical music 10 belp him relax
during the World Cup finals. “T'll have
my sound system with me and my
CDs, almost all of them classical,™
Vogts said. “That way 1 can
completely relax for an hour.™

Vogts said it was toagh living up to
the German public’s high expectations
in a major tournament like the World
Cup. “M:zny people underestimalte eur
opponents completely,™ be told
Germany's SID sports ncws agency.

world football is much smaller than it
usedtobef;slkmwthatand 'm
prepared for it. Unfortnately, only a
few people in Genmany know jL™

Germany play the US, Yugoslavia
and Iran in Group F.

Tennis
prohibited
AT SOUTH AFRICA’S training camp
in Qbertal in Germanys Black Forest,
coach Philippe Troussier banned his
ayers from the tennis courts with the
threat of a 5,000 rand ($1,000) fine.
*Tennis is a dan, sport and it
would be catastrophic if one of the
players got buri on the court,”
Tronssier was quoted 2s saying
He said golf or bicycling throegh the

countryside were more acceptable
forms of recreation.

Banks won’t

use tickets

BRITISH SPORTS Minister Tony
Banks won't use his World Cup tickets
as a protest against the way tickets
have been alfocated. He termed the
ticketing sysiem “a mess™.

*“T have got tickets,” he said. “I
actually am not going to go — quite
deliberately not going to go — out o
protest because of the way the (ticket)
sysiem operates, or doesn’t operate.”

Banks sajd he would instead watch
the World Cup on big screens with “a
lot of other people.”

Judge lets

Maradona fly

A JUDGE PROBING Diego
Maradona for allegedly shooting four
reporters with an air rifle granted the
former Arpentina captain permaission
to leave his comntry for 15 days to go
to the Warld finals.

Judge Dante Pictrafesa decided that
Marmadona will be allowed to leave the
country as he has several times before
and during the investigation into the
incident in 1994, a court spokeswoman
told the siate-run Telam news agency.

Lawyers for four journafists are
seeking a four-year prison term for
Maradona, 37, for allegedly shooting
themn with ap air rifle in February
1994, Pietrafesa is due to reach a
verdict on the case within 20 days.

The team

to beat
EURQPEANS ARE expecting Brazil
10 beat Germany in the World Cop
final, a Dutch market research
said. In a survey of 2.800 people in
Belgium. France, Spain, Germany,
Traly. Britain and the Netherlandg, 24
perceat said they believed Brazil
would win on i2 July. Germany and
Italy were joint second favourites with
12 percent of the poll, followed by
France, England and Spain. Argentina
a?dtheNetheﬂandsuedmsevmth
ace
p'!‘llesurveysmdrespondmishnda
bias towards their own nation, with an
average 30 percent predicting a win
for their country. Jialians were the
most optimistic — 52 percent
expected Italy to win — while the
French were the most pessimistic, with
only l'l% t predicting a home
victory. Women were more patriotic
than men. More men named Brazil as
likely winners.
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On Sidi Bishr beach in Alexandria, almost half a
century ago, a very small girl in a pink and white
flowered bathing suit with a beautiful muffie
played in the waves. While building ber sand cas-
tles, she would steal glances toward the cabins.
Suvddenly she’d smile, and run happily towards a
family just arriving with many children in tow.
At first the lintle girl would ignore the members
of the family and just extend her hands toward a
chubby baby in its nanny's arms. The baby
would smile, then gurgle. “Yes, you are beanti-
ful,” the litle girl would coo back, making funny
faces 10 the infant Her eyes would twinkle and
she wonld give the mother such an irresistible
smile that it never failed to eam her the right to
hold the baby. She did so very carefully, al-
though the load was almost too heavy for her.
She would sit on the sand for a long time. ber
arms wrapped around the small child, whispering
little nothings imo her ear. careful that no sand
came into her eyes. Even when she had to sur-
render her charge to the nanmy, she stayed
around. neglecting her older sister and all her
friends. The linle girl was Aliyya El-Bindari,
whom everycne called Poulette; the baby was my
sister, who invariably shricked every time I at-
tempted to hold her. which I never felt like doing
unless [ saw her sitting happily on Poulette’s lap.

The liule girl lived in Alexandria and, afier that
summer in Sidi Bishr, our paths never crossed. al-
though news of her reached me from time 1o time.
When we finally met, so many years later, I rec-
ognised her at once. She had the same curls, the
same quick smile which made her eyes dance,
and the same diminutive size. A career, a mar-
riage, two children and a great deal of travel have
fully developed the whirlwind qualities one could
oaly guess at in the way she always skipped and
Jumped rather than walked when she was a child.
The bottled-up energy has been channelled into
many activities. El-Bindari does balf a dozen

i at the same time. continuously moves
aronnd, and talks non-stop. At the end of the day,
shedohas accomplished everything she had set out
to

Her apartment is a pure reflection of her per-
sonality. although, she informs me at once, her
daughter decorated it. The flowers, the colours,
the fabrics and the wood blend, then burst into a
magnificent symphony which she seems to be or-
chestrating. Two exuberant miniature poodles,
one black, the other white, constantly chase each
other, their gails scrabbling madly oa the gleam-
ing wood floors. They are, one sees at once, the

COmmon sense and compass:on
are the ingredients. To her, serlous
~ problems are made to be solved

wﬂ:h Iove and mexhaustlble energy

natural extensions of their owner’s animation
Situated on the top floor of a high rise on the out-
skins of Maadi, the duplex has a breathtaking
view of the Nile, the city and the Pyramids be-
yonrd. El-Bindari, however, points at the slums of
Dar El-Salam just below. “Look at the peo-
ple who must live in these insalubrous sur-
roundings. One day I'll be back, and 1 will see o
it that they get the care they need.”

That is where it all staried. El-Bindari. a pam-
pered ambassador’s daughter, has worried for as
long as she can remember about the poor, the
destitnte. the needy and the downtrodden of the
world. Early on, she found a way to channel this
angst inio positive action. “1 am a doer,” she
says. “aot so much a thinker.,”

She started her career studying nursing. She
had been fascinated in her childhood by the biog-
raphy of Florence Nightingale and the stories of
all those other women who dedicated their lives
to heiping the sick and the needy. She bad made
up her mind about what she would be long be-
fore other girls her age had even started gazing
dreamily into the future. Her father, who bad al-
ways advocated women's equality, actively en-
couraged her professional aspirations. She chose
togoaudstudymtbeUmtedSm where nurs-
ing “was an integral part of the medical pro-
fession even then”, which was not the case in
Egypt.

From Boston Ubpiversity and the Harvard
School of Medicine, she returned with a PhD in
Public Health. If she decided to put her expertise
at the service of women and children the world
over, focusing on their health, it was because
she had already sensed that, wherever one went,
this was the segment of the population most at
risk. She came back to Egypt with her brand
new credentials, and met her husband. She had
always wanted to have children and the idea of
marriage to her, provided., of course, it
did not interfere with the work that she intended
to do. “Ismail.” says El-Bindari, “was extremely
understanding and, like me, believed that family
came first. He himself worked in development,
and we made a pact: we would never accept jobs
thar would force us to live apart.” Just afler her
first child was bom, she was offered a job with
the World Heailth Organisation, which entailed
going to live in Libya. Ismail had no objections;
she accepted immediately. It is therefore with
her husband and baby that she arrived in Libya,
full of dreams but not really clued on the prac-
ticalities of development issues. She was 10 re-

ceive her training in the field, while bringing ru-
diments of primary health care to a small semi-
rural community on the outskirts of Benghazi.
This is when she was first struck with the ideas
which have formed the basis of ber philosophy
in development. Her premise was that, as in any
other endeavour, a large dose of common sense
was pecessary in tackling the problems of health
and poverty.

One cannot, reasoned El-Bindari, single out one
specific element in the development process.
Health is but a symptom of poor economic and so-
cial conditions and can only be substapiially im-
proved if, and when, the quality of life improves.
To achieve such a goal, poverty should be attacked
on all fronts at the same time. She started i
up and applying ive schemes long be-
fore they were adopted as fashionable theories ex-
pounded by post-modern sociologists.

Two years after her arrival in Libya, El-Bindari
was moved to another the WHO office in In-
donesia. There, five vears of e ex-
pedences awaited her, working in public health
and starting ap all-encompassing community-
based programme which mncluded health im-
provement through nutrition, edocation. job crea-
tion and children’s literacy classes. Several years
into the programme, a front page article written
by a journalist who reported on her work tn In-
donesia made Ei-Bindari an overmight star. Her
patience, which bore such wonderful results, bad
been “publicly recognised”, she chuckles. Pa-
tience is actually one of El-Bindar's key words.
She uses it often and one is startled every Gme to
hear it uitered by someone so ebullient *De-
velopment,” she says. “contrary lo what many
organisations would like to believe, is not like in-
stant coffee. It takes Jong years of hard work to
bring a project to fruftion. It is a labour of love,
with its ups and downs. its successes and fail-
ures. There are po immediate rewards. Many of
our grammwerecomplele failures, but we
learned from oar mistakes and improved where
there was room for improvement.”™

She gives the example of a family planning
programme in Africa, where women were Hited
with TUDs. There were no facilities and they had
to stand in line in the open. in froat of a make-

shift family planning clinic. “We had great at--
tendance the first day, then very quickly the
lines dwindled.” Coanfronted with_ the near fail-
ure of the programme, El-Bindari. using the
common sense she says is always so helpful
when dealing with real people, suggested. that
the women be asked why they resisted this sim-

ple method of con jon. “The women said
that they felt humiliated standing in front of the
clinic as passersby could readily female rei-
atives and friends waiting their tum to be fitied
with an JUD. There was a great deal of gossip in
the village and they did not want everyone to
know about their private affaizs,” explains El-
Bindari. Private visits by the clinic’s medical
staff solved the problem. Fitted with the device
mlheseuecyot‘dmrownhoma.ﬂmwomen
were no longer reluctant to seek help in avoiding
unwanted pregnancies.
El-Bindari never let success — or failare —

stop her for long. She bad to forge ahead to

achieve what her long-term goal had always

been: better health for women and children, bet-

ler quality of Iife for all withowut discrimination.
Health, meatal and physical, was a burmman right,
and she had set out 10 defend it across the'-fron-
tiers, eliminating, as she went along, what was
not essentjal to her cavse. She had litfle patience
with adminisirative chores and: always favoured
work in the field. “Talk to the people, ask them
about their needs and their problems, they will
tell you specifically, better than any expest. It is
ey tive the ight to i the process of
they have to partictpate in the process o
finding the soludons.” Ofien, according to-El-
Bindari, “schemes are worked out on paper aogd
then applied from above. Many so-called experts
have never visited the communities they are the-
orising about. Should one wonder, then, why
these schemes are met with such resovnding fail-
ure?” El-Bindari has spent most of her time away
from well airconditioned offices, “in the - vil-
lages, with the poor of the poor, where a glass of
clean water is a luxury and where lunch can be a
single shared tomato, if one is lecky.” '
She smiles while reminiscing about some high-
profile missions which, on arrival, would . ask ro
be shown to the bathroom, and abont the way

they looked when informed that there were none.
“Before you can help people improve their lives,
youha\retoshmlhmrm:mmruﬂynndcr
ﬁfmﬁdﬂ says. El-Bindari.- She has

ardund wﬁdd..applymghnrphﬂosopby
of devélopment -Slic has immense compassion
for the women whose burden is the gresiest but
.whose share in.the assers of any compusity is
the smallest. She bas. dedicated her life o em-
powering wamen and now, : almost
mchedmcageofmmm:.shefealsﬂmtthm
is a need for more. Having resigned her post at
the WHO, she has lamched herself into atmch-
ing career. She lectures on public health at New
York University, George Washington and Har-
vard. Moreover, ‘she is busy establiching pro-
grammes which will aliow students in
Alfrica and Asia to obtain from these apj-
vusmeswhﬂzstaymgmlhnn'uwnmumes “It

EIBmdmspmtlastmerwothngonm
new project. She will retum to Egypt at the end
ofthismonﬂl.andplmtosuﬂchue.Shehas

here.womennre

ctedtoEgypﬁan metk,andhasplnmn
fee.lexs.“nwinwuk.'ahcmyshappﬂy We are
back on the . Down there, Dar Fl-Salam

semtobwhon.“l"ﬂbe.back,“sbepmmses

Profile by Fayza Hassan

PM& of Cards

by Madame Sosostris

& Attending an exhibition opening in Alexandria
is as good a way os any t kick off the summer
season. So it was off to the Greek Consulate in
Alexandria for the i ion of the joint-
exhibition by Mona Marzonk and Amina Man-
sour [sst Thursday. Imagine, then, my surprise
when I found myself hobnobbing with Cairenc
critics, artists and socialites who bad descended
on the Second Capital for the opening. The first
person [ bumped into on arrival was painter Reda
Abdel-Salam who told me off for being late (as
usual) then started waxing lyrical about the ex-
hibition. As I stood peering at one of Amina
Mansour’s incredibly delicate cotton wool for-
mations, shaped into igiricate petals bere, an exot-
ic fruit there, someone tapped on my shoulder.
Turmngrotmd.lfoundmydearfmndkashda
Taymeour looking as radiant and spiffy as ever.
‘We floated together around the halls and. with my
pince-nez firmly propped on the ridge of my nose,
1 regaled Rashida with off-the-cuff insights into
the subtle Greek and Ancient Egyptian influence
in Mona's wilty paintings and installations. Just
then, I noticed I was being filmed by Alexandria’s
television channel 5 and rather hoped they would
interview me — which was somewhat pre-
sumptuous, as I realised later, when I found oot
that even the artists had not been interviewed.

¥ 1t is always difficuit to parnt with friends, even
whenunelsawmthmmeyal:h;lﬁdlhcwwayrw
bigger and better things; one rejoice for
them., yet one is still saddeced to think that they

" . »

| - " or E-meil fasla@hotmal.com

are moving away. ‘i0: .S
Thanswhyltlsmlh ’

I

I:ransfmedtnRome.W_'here

p:msed some o people working in
NGOs, and expressed his conviction that their
role will become more important in all aspects of

S| e st . ies of peioe™

our future economic development Hearing this, 1
made a note to lpok immediately for an NGO .
which will be able o put my versatile talents to
good use. I am not one to pass up an oppriunity lo
invest in the future, a5 you may well have

myugglepou.Oneofrhenmeaspects

guessed,
of John's job is (hat, IFAD several pro-
Jects underway in Egypt. he will be coming 10 vis-

it quite oﬁén.sowewiﬂnotbelosinghﬁn'mm—

wly allthS;ianxswuhmmmycyes
I parted with John and Joan, whispering ar-

nvcderaandammamngledvmw.

% Good news, my lovelies: you have until 28
June 1o get your dear littie seives to Espace Ka-
rim Francis in order 1o take a close lock at

Adﬂlll Hﬂleh!- exhibmon Passags
mn_:snndPamu.ngs.IfthnsmltwheB'w,

pmte—andxfyouareftuemmMohére“:g'
guage besides — then 1 strongly advise thay yoy
proceed to the auditorium of the French O]
unallssfn:)cml\dotmuaonlélmax'] m
m y man_endsr_ a conference on the works of




